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SAMUEL THECBALD (1846 - 1930)

In tho passing of Samuel Theobald on Docembor 20,
1930, in the eighty-fourth year of his age, ophthalmology,
goneral medicine, end a large circle of friends sustained
a groat lose.

In 1867, Dr. Theobald graduated in Uedicine at tho
University of Uaryland. Later, he studied tho oyo under Alt
and Jaeger in Vionna, and at the Royal Ophthalmic Hospital,
London. He was also & pupil of Politzer in otolegy. From
1894 until 1912, he was clinical professor of cphthalmology
and ctology in The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine;
frem 1912 4+o0 1925, clinical professor of ophthal=ology; end
from 1889 to 1925, ophthalmic surgeon to The Johns Hopkins
Hospitel. From 1925 until his death, he was professor emeritus
of ophthalmology., He also had many other importent poaitions,
such ns ophthalmic surgeon to the Baltimore Eye, Zar, and
Throat Charity Hospitel; and comsulting cphthal=ologist and
sural surgeon to South Baltimore General Hospital. He was at
one time President of the Americen Cphthalmological Soclety
and the Medicnl and Chirurgical Faculty of Marylend. He also
held memborship in a number of scientific socioties - The
Amarlcan Medical Associaticn and the American Ctological
Society, ctc. Dr. Theobald contributed many articles to the
loading text-books and journals; in 1906 he published his
excoellent toxt-book, "Prevalent Diseases of the Eye". The
volume, of 551 pages, is full of helpful suggeations to the
gonoral practitioner, the student of ophthalmology, and theo
ophthelmologiot. He did much to popularize boric acid, and
his genius is memorialized in his method of treating closure.
of the tear ducts and in "Theobald's Lachrymal Probes". In
his scientific work, ho showed the genius of infinite pains;
in his othical relations to his colloagues, he set & high
ideal; to hins frionds he showed a character full of charm.

"A lovelier gentleman - the spacious world cennot again afford.”
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Mnute on the Death of Dr. Sarucl Theobald andopted by the Edui:pfy'.
Board of the Mediecal Fasulty of the Johns Hoplding Univoraity at_the
il 1

reoting held on January Snd, 1931. ki

Tne Advisory Zoard of the Iledical Fagulty of the Johns Hoplcina
Univeraity desires by this minute o pay itz tribute of rsspeet to e
the memory of a colleague, Dr. Scmucl Theobald, who dled on Decembas®s
20th, 1930, at the age of eighty-Tour years, and %o record its APDIE= -5
elation of his leng contimued, devobed and veluable services tnu"l:.h.ﬂj.:‘-"'f
dJohnz Hopicina Hospital and Universilty in their departments of Ophr= =
thalmolegy and Otology. A
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Until his retircment as Professor Cmeritus at the buginn;ﬁ&beL'P
L1925, Dr. Theobald had served thc Eospital from its opening in 1889°
as Ophthelmic and Aural Surgeon, and the Hedical Schoel from "ite.idg
opening in 1893 as. Lecturer for two years and then =3 Olinical Pro=
feszor of Ophihalrelony ond Otology, having been fhus actively iden-
tifled with these institutions for Shree and ong-hol £ decndes, ':_j%??
. L

Born in Baltimore, lovesbar 12th 1848, the son of Dr, Flisha "h;
Warfleld Theobald, and =he grazizon of De. liathan 3. Smith, Samuel
Theopald, afier roeoivins the desve

University of laryland in 1367, astudicd Ophihalmolony under Arlt s
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of Doetor of lledicine at the

and Jaeger in Vienna, zand o3 the Foyal Ophtholwio Hoopital in Lem=- e
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den, and O logy undar Pallitoor in Viermo, znd on hisz ratumn o Al
Boaltimore ho entowaerd wpon a coreor of active, productive worl 4n_ Y
hiz opredalty. Bofore bis connestion with Sho Jaans Hoplina Hosoitel
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its opening in 1339, D». Theobsold had contoibuted not Llizas than
TenLy-TWo papers Yo cosiciies an journals, had been cne of the

oundaors of the Baliimers EZye, Zar and Throat harisy Hoaplital and
ad an established national repusation in his apaclalty
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The Johns Hopling Hoapitel and I'sdical School, unable, until i
DecEnt years, to maln odeguate provisien fan a department o Oph- s
shalmology, were indeed most fortusate to Tnd a native Saltimorean -5
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oo woll qualified %o tel:e chawnse of their devartments of Ophtholmel-"
o7y and Otolegy, whiech, during Dv, Theaoboldt: Lnounvency, were of g
naeesslty nosily linited to procities and teaching in the Dispenaary, .-

Dr, Thoobald entered flly inte the 1ife ond spizit of the chgit&lfﬁi_
and School during those early gorminative years., By his hiph char-ﬁ&:
aetor, hils goneral persensl oualitles, his devobien to the dutles of
his position and his emesllent prefessional worls, he endesred himself
plille to collesmios nnd Lo students aad enjoyed thelr respect ond eom-
panionshin. j »:.@:
Such valuable and loyal services as Di. Thoobald -endered o oip
school ond hosnital durins tha long years bafore it was possible to
provide adequate opnoriunitiss Tor tha develepment of Ophthalmology,
entlitle hic to an honeorable posizion in the history of both inssitu-
tions, and %o the enduring npprociaticn and grotitude of his colleaguen
and his successors. oy r i B

Composed by Dr. VWilliam H. Veleh
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Baltimore Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital
i 1214 Eutam Place

Waltimore, : 193

The EBoard of Managers and the Surglical Staff of
the Ealtimore Zye, Ear nnd Throat Charity Hosvital at a meeting
en Thursday, Jemaary S, 1531, records with sedness the death of
Doctor Samuel Theobald.

Coctor Theouald was the last survivinz member of the
small zroup of surgeons whe founded our Hosrltal 1n 1882. Hone
excelled him In devotion te its interest, nome egqualled him in
length of service. It was he, more than others, who ralsed the
institutlon from smell beginnings to Lts preaent positlon, He
reit = parent's affectlon for the Hosoitzl snd prlde ip Lta
growth in alze, In importance, ond in reputation, whieh in great
measure 1t owed to him.

Docter Theobald cccupled a nlzh plmee in americaen
ophtialmology because of nls abllity, his tralning, his careful
“orit, hls earneat atudles, hiz many publicationa, nls high
nrofessional standards - - - geientific and ethical, In his
proressicnal life he carried on the fine medical traditions of
a family that lor generstions has distinguished itself in Amerlesn
medical history.

“ie who have been associnted with him as colleagues and
a3 Iriends shall always think of him with admiration as a genial,
“ind, lovable, true gentleman, sand we feel that our institution

will ever remain o monument Lo hi




