First off, there is the issue of how Uncle Bob (we all call him that even though he was my great
uncle) lost his left arm. I believe it was in a hunting accident, but I am not sure. I know he was an avid
hunter and only having one arm didn't seem to slow him down.

The 2nd is that in 1909 Uncle Bob killed a man who had shot at him previously. Some of the
details in this story are wrong, but it’s pretty clearly Uncle Bob
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ARSIt O S ol ] SALOON-KEEPER KILLS A BOY
BOB SIMMONS SHOT Newport, March 15.—In retaliation

= for belng wounded by a yvouth, Eunice
Newport, Feb. 23.—After being eject- King, a few weeks ago, Bob Simmons,
ed from & poolroom here last night by a saloon keeper of Newport, Monday
Bob the proprietor, Unis vight shot and killed Kifg who had
secured a shotgun and returning been released on bail from jail that
to the saloon run by SIMMONS] fired afternoon.

‘upon him, the charge taking effect in The killing occured in Peter Ander-
| his arm and side, The wounds are son's saloon, a block away from the
. mot serious owing to the gun being saloon of L. L. Bowen & Co., in which

loaded with Simmons is a partner. Simumons fired
':"M i: jail..m." sbot. NN wae four shots with a 45 calibre revolver,

every shot taking effect,

The killing occurred at 9:20 p. m.
Simmons immediately went to the office
of a justice of the peace, where he re-
mained until taken into custody.

King, who had been in the county
jail for shooting Simmons;, was re-
leased Monday afternoon at 6 o'clock
on bond of #1,000.  After his release,
King went to the saloon of Anderson.
When Simmons passed the saloon and
saw King in there, he went in add shot
him.

A few weeks ago Simmons ejected
King from his saloon. King lay in
wait for him with a shotgun, and as
passed an alley fired both barrels.
The gun was loaded with bird shot,
some of them entering Simmons leg,
but not producing serious wounds.
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Eunice King

BIRTH unknown
DEATH 1 Mar 1909
Newport, Jackson County, Arkansas, USA

BURIAL Walnut Grove Cemetery,
Newport, Jackson County, Arkansas, USA Q
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There is a feeling of sorrow in the hearts of our people today over the death of
Eunice King, who was foully murdered Monday evening at 9:30 by Robert T.
Simmons, who shot him killing him instantly.

Eunice was an orphan boy, being raised by Mrs. Peter Anderson of this city, who has
always been a mother to him. He was only 18 years of age and his untimely death
has caused much sorrow and hard feelings. He was of a genial nature, a good
disposition, and generally liked.

The funeral will be held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Anderson, Wednesday
afternoon at 2:30, when all friends are invited. Burial at Walnut Grove.

Newport Daily Independent
March 5, 1909

1900 Census, Newport : dwelling 392 fam 417
Eunice King, age 10, born Sept 1889, Mississippi
adopted child in Zilphi Moss family, 922 E First Street

Derek Gover, Sept 2021

_Spcclai to The Jénesboro News.

- NEWPORT, March .16.—Robert C.

"Simmons. a saloonist. 50 years old,
. shot and killed Eunice King, a lad 18

“years old. here last night as a re
-sult of a diﬂiculty which t.he men bad
in Simmons™ saloon about two weeks
“ago, when King shot Simmons in the
leg. King, who bad been in jail ever

" since. the first difficulty, was released

-+ yesterday on 2 bond .of $1,000.

At 9 o'clock last night. while he was
 taking a drink in Peter Anderson’s
" "salcon, Simmons entered, and without

. warning began firing on the boy, wWho

fell dead in his tracks, pierced.through

- 'the body with five bullets from the

pistol used by* mons. . King had
been clerking in various stores
and had neither father nor mother liv-
ing. Simmons is of a prominent fam-
ily and is a brother of H. S. Simmons,
county judge. He was arrested imme-

" diately after the shooting and Jocked

op. Coropner Henry Grant summoned
2 jury and will-Investigate the killing..
The original trouble between Sim-
mons and the boy occurred two weeks
ago, when the Jauter had a fight with
someone in Simmons!. saloon. Sim-
mons ordered him out and took sides
with the other -party. in the. difficuity.
It is said that King went to his room
ard, returnins, fired ‘two.shots_from a
gouble-barrel “gun at.. Shnmons. one
charge of which strnck Sunmons G
thé-leg. Simmons has a wife, but mo
- children. Kipg was munsn'ied. -
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The next is my great Uncle Silvy, Dr. Watson's youngest son (about 8 at the time his father was
killed). Silvy shot at Uncle Bob in the summer of 1916 when the latter was visiting family in
Springfield MO. Luckily Uncle Bob was not seriously injured. This is the source of the “Dad, I
tried” on Silvy’s tombstone. We will probably never know everything about the Dr. Watson shooting,
but our theory is that Silvy, being the youngest, was the most affected by it, and perhaps couldn’t
understand the complexities of the situation. My grandfather was very close to his sister Margery and
didn’t seem to have any issues with Uncle Bob, nor did my mom or her siblings, so that lends credence
to the shooting being somewhat in self defense, and most of the family not blaming Bob.

WON'T PROSECUTE FOR
AT‘{?MT TO sxzn.tl.‘mg
_ Springfield, Mo., Aug. 22—R. T.
Simmons | of Newport, Ark, will not
Silvy Watson, also of New-
port, for the attack upon him here Sun-
day, Simmons told officials today. Wat-
son shof Simmons with asrevdlver, the
result, it was said, of a 22-year grudge.
Simmons killed Watson’s father 22
years ago in a quarrel that resulted
from Simmon’s marriage to Dr. Wat-

son’s daughter at Newport.

‘Silvy Watson is 26 years old.

Silvy Robert Watson 19 March 1886 to 12 Nov 1978, son of Dr Robert Parry Watson and Martha F Dodd.
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