
First off, there is the issue of how Uncle Bob (we all call him that even though he was my great 
uncle) lost his left arm.  I believe it was in a hunting accident, but I am not sure.  I know he was an avid 
hunter and only having one arm didn't seem to slow him down.
 

The 2nd is that in 1909 Uncle Bob killed a man who had shot at him previously.  Some of the 
details in this story are wrong, but it’s pretty clearly Uncle Bob 
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1909
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The next is my great Uncle Silvy, Dr. Watson's youngest son (about 8 at the time his father was 
killed).  Silvy shot at Uncle Bob in the summer of 1916 when the latter was visiting family in 
Springfield MO.  Luckily Uncle Bob was not seriously injured.  This is the source of the “Dad, I 
tried” on Silvy’s tombstone.  We will probably never know everything about the Dr. Watson shooting, 
but our theory is that Silvy, being the youngest, was the most affected by it, and perhaps couldn’t 
understand the complexities of the situation.  My grandfather was very close to his sister Margery and 
didn’t seem to have any issues with Uncle Bob, nor did my mom or her siblings, so that lends credence 
to the shooting being somewhat in self defense, and most of the family not blaming Bob.

Silvy Robert Watson   19 March 1886 to 12 Nov 1978, son of Dr Robert Parry Watson and Martha F Dodd. 
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