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A Visit to the Cherokee Nztion
by W. J. Lemke

When Alvin Sesmster, Benton County historian, recently discovered the
graves of ilajor Ridge and Gen. Stand Watie, as renorted in FL#SHBACK,
in the Polson Cemetery near Southwest City, hissouri, I wrote ir.Seam-
ster thet I would like to visit the graves of these noted Cherokees.

So on November 11, I picked up the Mayor at Bentonville and we drove
northwest, stopping at the Mt,Pleasant church and cemetery where Ir.
Seemster's parents aznd other eerly settlers are buried, and at histor-
ic Maysville where the main street is the state line., At SouthwestCity
we stopped to photograph the marker erected by the Culture Club on the
spot where the corners of irkansas, Oklahoma and Iifissouri meet.

A mile west of Southwest City is the Polson burying ground, where
sleep many Polsons, Washbournes, Blackburns, and other pioneer famil-
ies —— either Cherokee or relsted to the Cherokees by merriage. Here
is the government marker to "The Ridge, Major, Morgan's Cherokee Regi-
ment, Wer of 1812", who was sssassinzted on that bloody June day in
1839 when John Ridge and Elias Boudinot also died. Here is the hand-
some monument erected by the UDC over the grave of Stand Yatie, the
only Cherokee generzl in the Confederate armies. Both liiajor liidge and
Stand Watie had many connections with the early history of '7ashington
County. '

#hile I was conying the inscription on Stand Vatie!s tombstone,there
wes a sudden shout from my companion, He hed discovered the graves of
J. . Washbourne and wife (Susan Ridge). As recently as the ‘ugust
1955 issue of FLASHBACK (Vol,V, ¥o.5) I stated that the burial place

" of J. W, ilashbourne, son of the femous Cephas “lashburn, was unknown,
“Well, here it was — in the Polson Cemetery near Southwest City, Yo,

J. 'I. Washbourne was 2 prominent' figure in the business =nd social
life of Fayetteville in the 1840's .and 1850's. It wes he who built the
2-story front pert of the Reed house on ijest Dickson street that was
recently torn down to make room for a shopping center, :nd it was he
who merried Susan Ridge, one of the Cherokee girls who attended Miss
Sawyer's Feyetteville Female Seminary.

fmong the many members of the Washbourne fauily buried in the Polson
graveyard ere the following:

J .W.Washbourne, died Dec.27, 1871, aged 52 years; end his wife Susan
C., died Aug.22, 1871, aged L2 years.

Aeneas Weshbourne, infent son of J. W. and Susen Weshbourne, died
Aug. 1, 1871.

Percy H. Washbourne, born Feb.b, 184,8; ‘died Mey 1k, 1924; end his
wife Cynthia A., born 3ept.Z2, 1853; died 4pr.l9, 1915.




Children of Percy and Cynthia Washbourne buried here are:
James 1/, ashbourne (born Oct,5, 1872; died Oct.28, 1893)
W. W. Washbdurne (born Dec,18, 1876; died Jan,19, 1916)
Elroy . Washbourne (born 1880; died 1881)
Ada Eolen lashbourne (born 1882; died 1883)
Charley Washbourne (born and died 1887)
Percy (Jack) lashbourne (died Aug.7, 1941, aged 50 yrs 6 mos 17 days
Lula R, Washbourne (born and died 1893)

Other Washbournes in this old cemetery are: .
Annie Washbourne (died Oct.lh, 1874; aged 24 years)
A, Washbourne (died July 2, 1952, aged 66 yrs 3 mos 28 days)
Jay Washbourne (1880-19&0)
Carrie Washbourne (died Aug.7, 1955, aged-85 yrs 5 mos 10 days)
Claude-L. TVashbourne (born August 1859; died #arch 1917)
Martha M. Washbourne (1866-1919)
Ed N. Washbourne (born Jan.20, 1869; died Apr. 13, 1925)
Rollin Ridge 'Jashbourne (1892—1939) '
Noble P. W ashbourne (SFC OMC World Var I), born Sept,30, 1888;

died Nov,29, 1953

There are perhgps a dozen children's graves (without dates) in the
Washbourne section of the cemetery, among them the following:

Infant of Ed 1Jashbourne
Infant of Stearl B lackburn
Infant of Joe-Clyde Tye : .
Ridge W. Francis -- Lee C. Francis — Ruth Francis
' 3

Because of the prominence of the early Blackburn family, I am list-
ing 'some of the older members of this family who are buried in the
Polson-.Cemetery at Southwest City:
washington ¥. Blackburn.(born Jan.5, 1831; died Mar. 18 1881) and his

i wife ¥illey Ann (born Apr,29, 1832; died Aug.3, 1908) s
Washlngton /. Blackburn Jr. (born Apr,7, 1865; "Killed by a team! on
Sept,1l, 1880
Mary Grimes (1809—1881)

‘There are some 4O or 50 Polsons burled here., As was reported in No, 6
of our Bulletin Series ("Early Colleges and Academies"), David Polson
married Flora Ridge, ‘one of the Cherokee girls who were enrolled in
the.Fayetteville Female Seminary. The relationship of other early
Washington County families with the pioneer Cherokee families 1s be-
yond the scope of our study. - Co

.On our return from Southwest City, Mayor Seamster and I stOpped at

the Maysville Cemetery, one of the oldest in Benton County. It dates

back to R. eaver (borm 1800; died /pr.23, 1840) and probably earlier.

It contains many pioneer Benton County names, Some names that also

appear in “'ashington County history are:

Jane Reed (born Jan,1, 1780; died Feb.20, 1851)

Jane Wakefield (born in S.Carolina Mar. 6 1807; died Sept.4, 1859) -

Z. M. Vhinery (born March 1, 1818; died May 30, 1879) and wife Sarah
(born June 29, 1808; died Aug 18, 1883),

David H. Leeper (born Feb 10, 1812; died Oct,23, 1883) . .

W. A. Alexander (died Apr. 15, 1857, aged 47 yrs 26 days) and Mary Alex—
ander (died Jan,31, 1862, aged 54 yrs L mos L days)
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An interesting neme in the iaysville Cemetery is that of lidward Pay-
son, son of Dr, Clement and Lucy J. Hayden, who died licr.l, 1870, at
the age of 9. It doesn't require much speculation to guess where this
lad got his given name. A

le slowed down when we pessed the old Dickson Cemetery % mile west
; of Bentonville, This graveyard is overgrown with brush and meny of the
tombstones have fallen. Mr,3eamster had already secured the gravestone
inscriptions on an earlier visit. He gave me a copy of his 1list and I
sm publishing it here, for the record end because of the kinship of
- these early Benton County Dicksons with the Jlashington County branch
of the family, This old cemetery hes not been used since 1882,

01d Dickson Cemetery, & mile west of Bentonville

Robert Dickson (born Sept.l, 1773; died Feb.5, 1849)

Joseph, son of iiobert Dickson and grandson- of Gen, Joseph Dickson;
died Oct.2L, 1845; merried Mary Hare in Tennessee iay 30, 1821;
born to them 6 daughters and 5 sons.

Mary, wife of Joseph Dickson (born Apr.8, 1803; died iar,11, 1869);
na feithful member of the CP Church". Gravestone has 1805-1867

Semuel 'foods (born Nov.h, 1799; died Sept.23, 1871)

Dysart Woods (born Jan,2l, 1806; died iler.8, 1882)

Szrah, wife of Dysert tioods (born Feb,18, 1810; died June 12, 1859)

Phineas H. Woods (born Dec,8, 1833; died Iar.18, 1860)

Mery 4. Burns, wife of T.P.Burns (b.. Oct,18, 1806; d. ker.l7, 1870)

Robert L. Burns (born Oct.l7, 1832; died Nov.30, 1860)

Rebecca E. Wooden (born Dec.5, 182L4; died Fov.l7, 1868)

M, B, Kirby (no date) .

Infant son of D & S "oods (born a2nd died February 1839)

Infant of D & S Woods (born and died ier. 9, 1852)

On our arrival in Bentonville, I spent a pleasant hour inspecting
Mr. Seamster's collection of historical relics, antiques and memora~- ..

bilia. He hes what is probably the largest collection of Confederate
money in this section of the stete. There are thousands of documents
and letters of 2 century ago. His collection of old guns contains

weapons used in the battles’ of Fayetteville, Pea Ridge, and Prairie

Grove. He has meny. old Benton County photogrephs, rare old books,
pioneer household erticles and furniture, and family heirlooms, He
plans, when his term as Méyor expires, to catalog and index this ma-
terizl and write a series of articles about it,

Shorts from Goodspeed's History

John B. Steele was a merchant at Springdale and Venifinkle +ills in
the 1860's.. 1In 1868 he wes married to tary Van'inkle. In 1880 he
opened ; the VanWinkle Hotel in Fayetteville, which he menaged for two
years, He was mayor of Rogers in 1885, :

James T. Craig brought a stock of goods from Fort Gibson to CaneHill
in 1848 and opened 2 store. He sold out in 1850 to meke the Gold Rush.
In 1851 he had = store at Cincinnati. From 1852 to 1861 he had a store
in Bentonville, returned to Cane Hill after the war, but resumed his
store-keeping 2t Bentonville in 1871.
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Arthur F Bowie
Gravestone has 1805-1867


CARROLL COUNTY'S NEW QUARTERLY -

The first issue of the Carroll County Historicel Quarterly 'was pub-
' lished Nov.17 by the Carroll County Historical Society. - Editor of the
-new periodical is Boyd W, Johnson. President of the Carroll County
Society is Coy Logan of Berryville., In the first issue of this new
quarterly, an article by Rue Griffith entitled "BSame Early History of
the Rule School and Community", is outstanding, For the next issue the
editor promises a reprint of an early history.of Carroll County that
appeared in the Carroll County Advocate of Sept.23, 1876. :

SEAMSTER IN FORD TIMES 2 SRl @ e :

:2.The December issue of FORD TIMES carries a letter from Alvin Seam—
ster of -Bentonville, member of the WCHS, and a picture of a $100 bill
from Mayor Semester's collection of Confederate money, Purpose was to

show the picture of Lucy Holcombe Pickens whose likeness appears on
many Confederate banknoteq.

PIONEERS DISCUSS OVERLAND HAIL :

The Sebastian County chapter, Arkansas Pioneers, devoted its Novem-
ber program to the Butterfield Overland Mail, whose centennial will be
obsérved in 1958, The Southwest American reports the Fort Smith meet—
ing as follows: ' . @ -

"Reminiscences of the 'Butterfield stagecoach days highlighted the
luncheon meeting of Sebastian County chapter, /rkansas Pioneers, at
the home of lirs, Ruth Moss Carroll, . Mrs.D.D.Taylor, program ‘chairman,
read old newspaper stories about the overland route, about’‘the coach
service (mail and ‘passenger), = and about the social and ‘business life
of the era, Afterwards several of the Pioneers repeated stories about
the old Butterfield trail, the Overland Mail ball, and other historic
évents that had come down through their families." R R S

STEELE'S CAMDEN EXPEDITION 186L : -

The Pulaski County Historical Society (Little Rock) has begun publi-
cation of a2 Bulletin Series. The first number in the Series is titled
"Forty Days of Disaster”, being an account of Gen. Steele's expedition
into south Arkansas March 23 to May 3, 1864, The author is J.H.Atkin-
son, history professor in Little Rock Junior College. '

“This Bulletin will be of great service to students of Civil War his-
tory.It uses reports of both Union and Confederate officers and covers
three importent engagements -- Poison Spring, Marks' Mill, and Jenkins
Ferry, ‘The author's "Notes" are of particular interest, since he visit-
ed the battle sites and is thus able to add information not elsewhere
available, '

Washington County troops were in the Confederate army that drove
Steele back from Camden to Little Rock. Capt.Wythe Walker of Fayette-
ville was mortally wounded at Jenkins Ferry and died several days
later at Tulip, Ark. His father, Judge David Walker, was with him
when he died, The father was Judge of the Military Court in Price!s
army and held the rank of Colonel., He wrote two letters from Tulip to
his family ( then refugeeing in Texas. ) in which he told of his son!s
wound ‘and condition, These letters are among some fifty of Judge Walk-
er's personal and official letters that will be published soon by the
WCHS under the title "The Walker Letters." These letters have been
made available to us by Judge David Walker's great-grandson, Wythe
Walker of New York City.
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JOHN R. WOOTEN
John R. Wooten was born and raised in Tennessee. He was the father of
Bapoleon B. (Bud) Wooten. The father and son came just after the Civil War
- and settled in Burgin Valley., Bud Wooten served in the Civil War under Joe
- Wheeler, He married Maggie Osborn in 1892, and they were the parents of John
R. Wooten, a former school teacher, who, with his wife, the former Ida Clark,
%daughter of Henry Clark, live on the family homestead.

— ——— e —————— —_———— . s o

Robert Dickson, Born Sept. 1, 1773. Died Feb. 5, 1849
Joseph, son of Robert Dickson and grandson of Gen. Joseph Dickson
p Died Oct. 24, 1845

Married Mary Hare in Tennessee May 30, 1821,
Had six daughters and five sons.

Gravestone has 1805-1867
Mary, wife of Joseph Dickson, Born Apr. 8, 1803 Died Mar. 11, 1869
"A Faithful Member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church."

} Samuel Woods, Born Nov. 4, 1799 Died Sept. 23, 1871

Dysart Woods, Born Jan. 21, 1806 Died June 12, 18593h2ﬁgsggf’,’\f,’:rf’8“:‘r;‘;;2
Sarah, wife of Dysart Woods, Born Feb. 18, 1810 Died June 12, 1859

Phineas H. Woods, Born Dec., 8, 1833 Died Mar. 18, 1860

Mary A. Burns, wife of T. B. Burns, Born Oct. 18, 1806 Died Mar. 17, 1870
Robert L. Burns, Born Oct. 17, 1832 Died Nov. 30, 1860

Rebecca L. Wooden, Born Dec. 5, 1824 Died Nov. 17, 1868

M. B. Kirby (No Data)

Infant Son of D. & S. Woods, born and died Feb. 1839

Infant of D. & S. Woods, born and died Mar. 9, 1852

] (No burials in this cemetery later than 1882.)
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Arthur F Bowie
Transcription error
should be Mar 8, 1882�

Arthur F Bowie
Gravestone has 1805-1867
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Buttram's Chapel Cont.

22 1973
i e e J "Jodie" Jun 21, 13&3 Feb 21, 1973
'33%??3’ 311;Te"3&d" ssw B Dec 18, 1899 Feb 11, 1965

Bes; May md No; ;,t1920 _izg 22: 1282 = o 50, 1967
BONE, Duly L. Ark Pv
Co E 8 BN WWI - '
Beatrice ssw D May U4, :Zgg -
ISLEY, Joseph Carl Ark Pyt
US ARMY WWI " -
Pearl NELSON s e . ity
IS’}]{ZgISI’ ](;;.vgt.i M Ark Jun 15, 1922 Apr 2, 1973
, -
USN WWII
LARAMOggR garyl Aug 23, 1940 Oct 4, 1965
s
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OLD DICKSON CEMETERY

Located 1/2 mile west of Bentonville »n South sidg r9ad 1 blo
Published in Benton County Pioneer, May 1961. .This is copy.

URN ’ Mar 17 1870
M A. wTH®? oct 18, 1806 .

: ? Riéerir{. b Ooct 17, 1832  Nov 30, 1830
¥ DICKSON,-Joseph s Robert anc - Oct 24, 1845
i s of Sen. Josenh
A Mars HARE w .foseph Apr 8, 1803 Mar 11, 1869
1 md in Tenn May 30, 1821

y Had 6 dau & 5 sons
A Robert Sep 1, 1773 Feb 5, 1849
; KIRBY, M. B, n d ot
f WOODEN, Rebecca L. ranseription error 2ec 2?’ 1232 §31 1;’ }859
1 WooD, Dysart should be Mar 8, 1882 -2 ’ ’ 859

Sarah w Dysart ’ Feb 18, 1810 Jun 15, 185

i Inf s of D & S Feb — , 1839 b & d
' Inf s of D & S Mar 9, 1852 b & d
E Samuel Nov 4, 1799 Sep 23, 1871
: Phineas H. Dec 8, 1833 Mar 18, 1860

. Alvin Augustine Seamster March 1, 1891 to Sept 29, 1974
5 married Aug 1, 1912 in Benton County to Ella Lorinda Huls
buried Bentonville with wife finagrave # 490 132 54

1954 -First Permanent President of Benton County Historical Society
1957 - Historian in BCHS

mid 1950s - Mayor of Bentonville

(Brother of Lee Seamster 1888-1960, also mayor Bentonville 1921-23
and was Chancery Judge 1925, Chief Justice Ark Supreme Court 1955-57)
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