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EDITOR’S NOTES

As we prepare this issue for the printer, we reflect on the content and
think back to the months of planning that go into pulling an issue
together into a whole. Editors and editorial boards spend so much time
reading, writing, researching, re-writing, formatting, and proofing
articles for their publication that by the time it goes to print, they
sometimes can’t see the forest for the trees. In creating The Arkansas
Family Historian each quarter, we try to achieve variety in the kinds of
articles we include, such as narratives, genealogies, indexes, transcripts,
and abstracts. We also try to cover many different subjects, people,
places, events, and records that are relevant to Arkansas genealogy and
history. We are especially interested in bringing to light the obscure and
difficult to access records that hide in a variety of Bibles, newspapers,
and church, county, state, and federal records. This issue describes
people or transcribes records from five different Arkansas counties.

On the front cover is the image of one of four pages of family records
that were carefully kept in the Bible of the Jefferson family that settled
early in Benton County, Arkansas, and is described in our first article.
Maintained by at least two generations, the records provide a genealogy
of the family throughout the nineteenth century. The Bible was
eventually discarded by the family and luckily was bought by the
Arkansas History Commission where it will be repaired and preserved.

The Paris Express published in Logan County, Arkansas, contained
very informative death notices and obituaries in 1918 and 1919. We are
happy to bring you Bill Hanks’ abstracts of them in our second article.
Even if they do not mention your families, you will find some of them
fascinating reading. Small town newspapers will be the last to be indexed
and digitized, yet they are the ones that are most likely to contain
information about our families who lived in the surrounding area and to
give us a picture of the lives they led.

The Bissell and Henry families met and intermarried in the area of
southwest Arkansas that was at various times in Pike, Hempstead, Polk,
Sevier, and finally Howard County, Arkansas. The Bissell family had
come out of Connecticut and through Illinois to Louisiana and Texas,
before ending up in Arkansas. The Henry family had originated in North
Carolina, and come through Tennessee and Missouri, before settling
early in Arkansas Territory. The story of the research that revealed their
kinship highlights once again the importance of analyzing associations



and family ties, being open to variant surname spellings, and using
census records to document the ever-changing family structure of those
we research, as well as their location in various time periods.

The 1867 voter registration list for Columbia County was created
under the Reconstruction government, and with those of other Arkansas
counties, ended up in Mississippi where it was filmed by that state’s
archives. The Arkansas History Commission has a copy of the film, but it
is otherwise not widely available. The names on the list are probably
those who were qualified as not having fought for the Confederacy.

On the other hand, the list of indigent families, probably of
Confederate soldiers, in Bradley County during the Civil War is a record
that was entered into a courthouse book that was used later by the
Freedman’s Bureau, so a wonderful census of families with names and
ages and other information was preserved in the bureau’s Field Office
records for Arkansas. We appreciate Tommy Carter for transcribing the
lists for Wachita, Redland, and Moro townships so we could print them
for you.

We would be happy to print your brief family history or historical
essay, transcribed Bible record, cemetery survey, local newspaper
articles and obituaries, or odd and interesting records you come across
while searching county records. If you type them up in Microsoft Word
you may e-mail the file to Publications@agsgenealogy.org. Or you may
mail a copy to us at AGS, P.O. Box 17653, Little Rock, AR 72222. Be
sure to include the source of the information or article. We also welcome
your Arkansas queries to print any time and will be happy to review the
books you publish if you send us a copy at the above address.

Another way to get your research into print and preserve it for
posterity is to apply for an Arkansas Ancestry Certificate for yourself or
a loved one. The Arkansas History Commission will film your
application and its supporting documentation and we will print a family
tree representing your lineage back to the chosen ancestor in this
quarterly. This is an effective way to encourage contacts from other
researchers of the same family.

Susan Gardner Boyle
July 2007
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THE JEFFERSON FAMILY, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS
1802-1911

Contributed by Russell Baker
Russell. Baker@arkansas.gov

The family Bible of George H. and Elizabeth P. Moor Jefferson,
pioneers of Bentonville in Benton County, Arkansas, contains family
records, including marriages, births, and deaths, from 1802 to 1911. This
large Bible was published by Kimber and Sharpless in Philadelphia about
1830. It was later repaired and its leather cover replaced with buckram.
On the inside of the new cover is written “Family Bible of George H.
Jefferson and Elizabeth P. Moor Jefferson parents of Samuel A.
Jefferson.” The family record pages are placed between the books of
Malachi and Matthew. The name Emaline Frances Jefferson appears in
pencil on the last page of the Bible. In 1976, this material was in the
possession of Mrs. Vivian Jefferson, who died in 1984.! She quoted
from it in an article about the family published in the Northwest
Arkansas Genealogical Society’s Backtracker in July of 1980.2 A
notation published at the end of the article indicates that it was written 20
February 1976. Evidently, after that date the Bible with its family
information found its way onto the used and rare book market. The
Arkansas History Commission purchased it in August of 2003. The
family pages were microfilmed and copies are filed in a Family History
File under Jefferson Family.

George H. Jefferson, Sr., was born 1 October 1802, evidently in
Virginia. He was the son of Peter Field or Peterfield Jefferson and
Elizabeth (Allen) Jefferson. As a young man, he moved to Trigg County,
Kentucky,® and later to Sumner County, Tennessee. There on 8 March
1825, he married Elizabeth P. Moor, daughter of Samuel and Jane

! Northwest Arkansas Morning News, Rogers, Arkansas, 28 June 1984, page 4, column 1.
? Vivian Jefferson, “Family of George H. & Elizabeth Moor Jefferson of Benton County,
Arkansas,” Backtracker, vol. 9, no. 3 (July, 1980): 5-8. This article contains several
errors of fact, including listing Elizabeth P. Moor as George’s mother.

? Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Northwestern Arkansas (Goodspeed
Publishing Co., 1889; reprint, Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, 1978),
853.
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Moor.* After a short stopover in Greene County, Missouri, early in
1836,° Jefferson moved his family to Arkansas, settling by 1837 in
Washington County near the soon to be incorporated town of
Fayetteville.® Early in 1840 he relocated to the neighboring county of
Benton, where he opened a hotel and a cabinet shop in another new
town, Bentonville, the county seat.” He also owned a large, productive
farm “two miles east” of Bentonville “at what became known as
Jefferson Spring.”®

Jefferson died early in December of 1846 and was probably buried
in what later became known as the Jefferson Cemetery.® During his
lifetime he had been a slaveholder' and in his will, he bequeathed one
slave woman, Ann, to his oldest daughter, Emeline Wilson, and three
additional slaves to each of his three “little daughters.” The reminder of
his estate both personal and real estate was vested in his wife, Elizabeth.
He expressly desired that his daughter, Elizabeth Harrison Jefferson,
“have a good education.”" In 1850, Elizabeth owned six slaves. The
number increased to seven by 1860.'? The following names appear in a

* Edythe Johns Rucker Whitley, Marriages of Sumner County, Tennessee 1787-1838
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1981), 59. Jefferson, “Family of George H. &
Elizabeth Moor Jefferson,” 5.

’ Washington County, Arkansas, Deed Book A: 141-142, Family History Library
[hereafter FHL] microfilm 1034354. See also Geo. H. Jefferson [Jr.] entry, Barbara P.
Easley, Obituaries of Benton County, Arkansas, Vol. 1, 1884-1898 (Bowie, Maryland:
Heritage Books, 1994), 60-61, which cites Benton County Democrat, April 16, 1891.

6 Washington County, Arkansas, Deed Book A: 315, FHL film 1034354. Goodspeed,
History of Northwest Arkansas, 853.

7 Washington County, Arkansas, Deed Book C: 372, FHL film 1034355. Arkansas
Gaczette, Little Rock, Arkansas, 27 June 1837, page 3, column 6. G. H. Jefferson
household, 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Arkansas, Bentonville, p. 13, line 7;
National Archives [hereafter NA] M704, roll 17.

8 J. 1. Jefferson entry, Easley, Obituaries of Benton County, Arkansas, Vol. 4, 1910-1913,
173, which cites Benton County Democrat, April 6, 1911 and April 13, 1911. G. H.
Jefferson entry, 1846 Benton County Tax Records, Arkansas History Commission,
Benton County Records roll 39, unpaginated but alphabetical by first letter of surname.

® Northwest Arkansas Genealogical Society, Cemeteries of Benton County, Arkansas,
(1974), 1: 102, Jetferson Cemetery.

101840 U.S. census, Benton County, Arkansas, p. 13, line 7. In 1840 Jefferson owned
two male and two female slaves.

1 Benton County, Arkansas, Will Book A: 79, FHL film 1034761. Undated will;
witnesses testified on 10 December that it was his; probate record provides death date.
12E. P. Jefferson, 1850 U.S. census, Slave Schedule, Benton County, Arkansas, p. 69,
line 22; NA M432, roll 32. Elizabeth Jefferson, 1860 U.S. census, Slave Schedule,
Benton County, Arkansas, p. 1, line 1; NA M653, roll 53.
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list of slaves owned by George’s son S. A. Jefferson and buried in the
Jefferson Cemetery: Allen, Jerome, son of Milly, and Ann, James, and
Henri, children of Charline."

After his death, Jefferson’s wife, Elizabeth, continued his farming
operations.'* Several of their sons served in the Confederate Army during
the Civil War. Thomas P. Jefferson was Captain of Company G,
Gordon’s Reg’t, Arkansas Cavalry. His brothers, George H., John J., and
Samuel A." also served in this unit.'® The company saw action as part of
Cabell’s Brigade of Marmaduke’s Cavalry Division at Poison Springs,
Mark’s Mill, and Price’s Raid into Missouri.!” Thomas, one of the heroes
of the Battle of Fayetteville, Arkansas, died 25 April 1863 in Fayetteville
from his battle wounds. '

In December 1860, the widowed Mrs. Jefferson married a prominent
neighbor, Dysart Woods."” Woods would later serve several terms as
Benton County Judge.” Elizabeth (Moor) Jefferson Woods died 27
February 1883. It is not known where she is buried. Mr. and Mrs.
Jefferson were the parents of eleven children: Emeline F., William W.,
Jane Isabella, Thomas P., George H., John J., Samuel A., Elizabeth H.,
Margaret Jane, Georgette M, and Jane Isabella, who died as an infant.”'

13 Northwest Arkansas Genealogical Society, Cemeteries of Benton County, Arkansas, 1:
102, Jefferson Cemetery; S. A. may have obtained them from his father’s estate.

4 Mrs. E. P. Jefferson, 1850 Benton County Tax Record, 7, Arkansas History
Commission, Benton County Records roll 39. Elizabeth Jefferson household, 1860 U.S.
Census, Benton County, Arkansas, population schedule, Osage Township, p. 238,
dwelling and family 72; NA M653, roll 37.

15 Samuel Allen Jefferson entry, Easley, Obituaries of Benton County, Arkansas, Vol. 3,
1905-1909, 296-297, which cites Benton County Democrat, March 19, 1908.

' Desmond Walls Allen, Index to Arkansas Confederate Soldiers (Conway, Arkansas:
Arkansas Research, 1990), II: 64.

17 Stewart Sifakis, Compendium of the Confederate Armies: Florida and Arkansas (New
York: Facts on File, 1992), 57-8.

'8 Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. XXXIV, part 2: 310-13.
Arkansas History Commission, Family History File: Jefferson Family.

! Benton County, Arkansas, Deed Book E: 353, FHL film 1034926. Benton County
marriage records are missing before 1861, but Woods and Jefferson signed a prenuptial
agreement on 4 December 1860, evidently just before their marriage.

20°C. G. “Crip” Hall, Historical Report of the Secretary of State 1958 (Little Rock,
Arkansas, 1958), 394. Woods served as Benton County Judge 1864-1868 and 1872-1874.
2! Arkansas History Commission, Family History File: Jefferson Family.
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