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EDWARD LLOYD (1)

THE PURITAN
It is proposed in this contribution to our local annals to give a brief account of

conspicuous members of a family whose record is more intimately interwoven with the
history of Talbot county, than is that of any other existing within its bounds-The Lloyds of
Wye. Being among the very first to be planted here, becoming deeply rooted in our soil,
and never spreading widely beyond our borders, it may, if any of European race can, be
called autochthonous. Its possessory interests whether in land or slaves, those forms of
property which here, until of late, great wealth assumed, have always been the largest
within our limits, and its personal influence has not been incommensurate with its
affluence. Here this family has ever been represented and most worthily represented by
some member or members notable for private graces and public virtue. Through some
member or members it has continuously, as it were, from the first settlement and
organization of the county to the present, been participating actively and prominently in
every important social movement, and by general consent it has always stood, for
whatever is gentle in birth and breeding, for whatever is honorable in character and
conduct, and in short, for whatever is of good report among the people of Talbot.

Tradition claims to confirm what the name of the family suggests, that the Maryland
Lloyds are of Welsh origin; but all attempts to trace them to their original hearth-stone-to
the very place in the Principality where they had their primitive home-have been vain, so
common is this patronymic and so widely spread are those that bear it in the British
islands.1 It is by no means certain, though it is not improbable that the founder of the
family in Maryland, Edward Lloyd (1), of whom it is now proposed to speak, was of Welsh
nativity. Names of tracts of lands and rivers or creeks by which those tracts were bounded
within this county and in Anne Arundel, popularly thought to owe their origin to him, seem
to betray a memory of the land of his birth.2 The date of his coming in has never been
determined with precision, but it is said, upon uncertain authority, that this occurred in the
year 1645. The first authentic knowledge we have of him is, that prior to 1650 he was one
of that body of Puritans seated in Virginia upon the Nancemond and Elizabeth rivers, who
were then undergoing from the people and authori- ties of that dominion a mild sort of
persecution because of their religious non-conformity----a persecution, however, which in
the end was sufficiently stringent to cause a desire to remove out of that jurisdiction.3 The
long controversy that had been raging in the mother country between Parliament and King,
between Puritan and Prelatist, between Liberty and Prerogative, between Independence and
Conformity, extended to Virginia. There were no warmer adherents of the royal cause at
home than existed in this province; but a few of the opposite party made their appearance
and propagated their tenets, religious and political. The former were decidedly in the
majority and gave policy to the Dominion which favored the Stewarts and the Church of
England. After the defeat of the cause by Cromwell, this party receiving many accessions
from the Cavalier families became more embittered towards the few Puritans living in
Virginia, and revived those laws which some years before had been passed against non-
conformity, but which had not been rigidly enforced. These people opened negotiations with
the Maryland authorities looking towards their removal to this province. After receiving such
guarantees of their civil and religious liberties as they demanded, in or about the year 1649
they broke up their settlements upon the Nancemond and Elizabeth rivers, which of late had
been growing in numbers and influence under the encouragement afforded by the success of
their party at home, and removed to Maryland, settling at a place on the Severn to which
they gave the name of Providence, near the site of the present city of Annapolis. Among
those who sought refuge here was Mr. Edward Lloyd (1) a conspicuous actor in the
important events which immediately followed, and doubtless, a prominent man among the
people before their expulsion from Virginia. In the records of Lower Norfolk County,



Virginia, of 1649, is the following:
Whereas, Mr. Edward Lloyd and Mr. Thomas Meeres, Commissioners with Edward Selby, Richard

Day, Richard Owens, Thomas Marsh, George Kemp and George Norwood were presented to ye
board by the Sheriff for seditious sectuaries for not repairing to their church and for refusing to hear
Common Prayer, liberty is granted till October next to inform their judgments and to conform
themselves to the established law.

Before that term of probation had expired all the above named were safely settled in
the province of Maryland.

After their settlement at Providence, the Puritans refused to submit, at once, to the rule
of the Proprietary, on the ground that they were required, before receiving patents for their
land, contrary to previous stipulations upon the part of the Maryland authorities, as they
alleged, to take certain oaths which they as republicans in politics and non-conformists in
religion, could not do in conscience. Now that the King had lost his crown and his head, and
that Paxliament alone was the "keeper of the liberties of England," they thought such words
as "absolute lord" and "royal jurisdiction" which were used on the form of oath "were far
too high for a subject to exact and too much unsuitable to the present liberty which God
had given the English subjects from arbitrary and popish government, as the Lord
Baltimore's government plainly appeared to be;" and further the gl oath was exceedingly
scrupled on another account, viz.: that they must swear to uphold the government and
those officers who are sworn to countenance and uphold anti-Christ, in plain words,
expressed in the officer's oath, and for these people to own such by an oath, when in their
hearts they could by no means close with; what could it be accounted but collision."
Evidently this was straining the meaning of words to the utmost. In fact the Puritans
confidently believed that the authority of Lord Baltimore would be abrogated under the
Parliamentary regime and that a new form of government would be instituted that should
be in correspondence with the new order of things at home. Accordingly they proceeded to
set up at Providence a government of their own similar to that which existed in New
England. On the 29th of April in the following year, 1650, the district of country embracing
Providence was erected into a county to which the name Anne Arundel was given, and of
this Mr. Edward Lloyd was, by Governor Stone, made Commander, his commission bear-
ing the date of July 30th of that year. The powers thus delegated to him were of a very
comprehensive character, and difficult of exact definition. "He appears to have been
somewhat in the nature of a deputy to the Governor of the province, and to have been
invested by the tenor of his commission with all the Governor's military as well as civil
powers, as to that particular county, though subordinate to the superior powers and
appellate jurisdiction of the Governor and Council at St. Mary's.4 On the day previous to
the issuance of the commission of Mr. Lloyd as Commander, Governor Stone issued to him
another commission, which empowered him to grant patents for lands within the county of
Anne Arundel according to the conditions of plantation as established by the Proprietary.
The same was done for Captain Vaughan, of the isle of Kent. This extraordinary power was
bestowed for the purpose of saving the trouble and expense of going to St. Mary's by those
desiring to obtain warrants. But it was necessary that records of these warrants should be
made by the Secretary of the Province at the seat of Government. We shall see in the
sequel that the neglect of Mr. Lloyd and Captain Vaughan to forward information of such
patents as were issued by them, caused the revocation of their commissions. The erection
of their settlements into a distinct county and the promise that they should have the
appointment of officers, civil and military, of their own selection, seems to have pacified
the Puritans at Providence, for the time at least; for two deputies or burgesses were sent
by them to the General Assembly, who immediately took their seats and participated in
legislation, one of them indeed being appointed Speaker. Yet there is no evidence that the
oaths of office were essentially modified to suit their scruples. But when the Assembly
again met in 1651, no delegates made their appearance from Anne Arundel; but a message
was received from Mr. Lloyd, the purport and motive of which are not known except as far
as they are revealed by a communication of Lord Baltimore addressed to the Governor and



the two houses of Assembly, which says:

We cannot but much wonder at a message which we understood -was lately sent by one Mr.
Lloyd from some lately seated at Anne Arundel within our said province of Maryland to our General
Assembly held at St. Mary's in March last, but are unwilling to impute either to the sender or deliverer
thereof so malign a sense of ingratitude and other ill-affections as it may seem to bear, conceiving
rather that it proceeded from some apprehensions in them at that time, grounded upon some reports
in those parts of a dissolution or resignation here of our patent and right to that province, which might
perhaps for the present make them doubtful what to do, till they had more certain intelligence thereof
from hence.

From this it is very evident that there was incipient rebellion at Providence and that Mr.
Lloyd with his people were in expectation of the disposition of the Lord Proprietary, and
were not disposed to give support or countenance to his authority. It will presently be seen
that this expectation was not without foundation. In September, 1651, instructions were
given by the home Government for the reducing of Virginia and all the plantations within
the Chesapeake bay to their due obedience to the. Parliament of the Commonwealth of
England. The commissioners named for this work were Captain Thomas Stagge, with Mr.
Richard Bennett and Captain William Claiborne-the two last well-known in Maryland history.
The reduction was speedily accomplished, and Lord Baltimore deprived of all authority and
power in the province. Governor Stone, however, was reappointed by the

commissioners, with a Council composed chiefly of Puritans and wholly of those
disaffected to the royal and proprietary interests. While it is no where recorded that Mr.
Lloyd retained his position as Conunander, there is no doubt of his being in full sympathy
with this political movement and of his participation in the active measures for its
accomplishment, for as a part of the scheme for "reducing, settling and governing the
plantations within the bay of Chesapeake," the commissioners crossed over to Kent Island
and we find Mr. Lloyd, with Mr. Bennett and others, deposing Capt. Robert Vaughan, the
Commander, and appointing in the name of the keepers of the liberty of England a board of
commissioners for the Island,5 which at this day contained most of the settlers upon the
Eastern Shore.

 A little before this, namely on the 5th of July, 1652, we find him in connection with Mr.
Bennett, William Fuller, Thos. Marsh and Leonard Strong, at the Severn negotiating a
treaty with the Susquehannocks for the surrender of certain territory upon the Eastern and
Western Shores of the bay.

In December of this same year, 1654, Governor Stone published an order rescinding the
commissions that he had issued to Mr. Lloyd and Captain Vaughan, authorizing them to
issue patents for land in their respective counties. The reason assigned for this step was
that these officers had failed to have entered upon the records of the Secretary's office,
such land warrants as they had granted. This extraordinary neglect of so important a matter
must have had strong motive. It is unnecessary in this biographical sketch to discuss the
influences which controlled the conduct of Mr. Lloyd and Captain Vaughan. They were
doubtless of a political nature, and had their source in a belief that Lord Baltimore would
soon be dispossessed of his proprietary rights, as indeed he was, as already mentioned. It
is curious to note that this neglect of Mr. Lloyd to record patents gave rise many years
afterwards to much and costly litigation respecting titles.

 Lord Baltimore having been deprived of his proprietary rights by the existing
government, which he notwithstanding was politic enough to acknowledge, presented
remonstrances. But these, though they were not entirely unheard, did not receive that
consideration which he conceived they merited and demanded--such was the pressure of
public

affairs at home. However, he prevailed upon Gov. Stone, who had been retained in his
place by the Commissioners of settlement under a prom- ise made by him to them that in
all things, especially in the issue of patents for lands, he would act as under the authority



of the "Keepers of the liberty of England," to follow the line of policy dictated by himself.
"The next year," to quote the words of another, "under directions of Lord Baltimore, Stone
violated the compact and began to issue writs in the Lord Proprietary's name, to admit to
the Council only those appointed by Lord Baltimore, and to require the inhabitants to take
an oath of fidelity, which if refused by any colonist after three months, his lands were to be
confiscated for the use of the Proprietary."6 This created great indignation among Puritan
settlers, and as a consequence on the 3d of Jan. 1854 a petition was addressed to the
Parliament's Commissioners, from the Commissioners at Severn, that was subscribed by
Mr. Edward Lloyd and seventy-seven others, in which they com- plained that having been
invited and encouraged by Capt. Stone, Lord Baltimore's Governor of Maryland, to remove
themselves into the province, with a promise of enjoying the liberty of their consciences in
matters of religion and other privileges of English subjects; and having with great cost,
labor and danger, so removed themselves, and having been at great charges in building and
clearing:

 now the Lord Baltimore imposeth an oath upon us to make us swear an absolute subjection to a
government where the ministers of State are bound by oath to countenance and defend the Roman
Popish religion, which if we do not take within three months, after publications all our lands are to be
seized for His Lorships's use.7

Upon the receipt of this petition from the Puritans of Maryland, of whom Ed. Lloyd
appears in the light of a leader, to the Commisioners of settlement who were then in
Virginia, Mr. Bennett and Col. Claiborne returned to Providence, and on the 20th July, 1854,
they

compelled Gov. Stone, under a threat of using arms for the enforcement of their
commands, to lay down his office and to submit " to such government as shall be selected
by the Comnaissioners in the name and under the authority of his highness, the Lord
Proprietor." They then, on the 23rd of the same month in the name of OUver Cromwell, the
Lord Protector, appointed a board of commissioners to administer the government, and of
this board Mr. Edward Lloyd was a member.8 Again in 1655 Gov. Stone, by direction of
Lord Baltimore, whose temerity is inexplicable, attempted by force of arms to reestablish
the government of the Proprietary, and was defeated in a battle with the Puritans fought
near Providence. Mr. Lloyd's name does not appear in any extant records of this affair.
Capt. Fuller wa's in command of the Providence -forces and probably held the official
position formerly occupied by Mr Lloyd. Again in 1656 Mr. Josias Fendall was appointed
Governor by Lord Baltimore, who, when he attempted to exercise jurisdiction, was arrested
by the Puritans and carried before the Provincial Court composed of the Conunissioners of
Parliament, namely Capt. William Fuller, Mr. Edward Lloyd, Mr. Richard Wells, Capt.
Richard Ewen, Mr. Thomas Marsh, and Mr. Thomas Meares, where he was charged with
actions dangerous to the public peace. But in this year, the matter in dispute between the
Lord Proprietary and the inhabitants at Providence, having been deferred to the
Commissioners of Trade, was decided in Lord Baltimore's favor. On the 20th of March,
1658, Capt. William Fuller, Richard Preston, Edward Lloyd, Thomas Meares, Philip Thomas
and Samuel Withers, as envoys of the government at Providence, yielded submission to
Governor Fendall, and his councillors, the representatives of the Lord Proprietary; and so
this contest ended.9 

But it would seem that this opposition to Lord Baltimore did not prevent his
appointment to a place in the Council of Gov. Fendall.10

This introduction into a most important department of the provincial government of a
person who had for many years been conspicuously hostile to the Proprietary, and had
acted as one of the court for the trial of the very man who was at the head of the
government, is intelligible if we presume that it was made for the purpose of conciliating
the Puritans of Providence, who were a strong if not the strongest party in Maryland; and
that Mr. Lloyd's character and abilities were required to impart strength to an



administration needing all support to give it permanence and success. We are at liberty to
suppose, too, that he was a man of moderation, or as we say in modern party parlance, a
conservative, who while tenacious enough of his own and his people's rights, was not
unmindful of the rights of others. He may even have felt a breath of that reactionary spirit
which was abroad in the old country, and may not have approved of much that had been
done under the rule of the Commissioners of the Commonwealth. But conjectures are
perhaps futile and the important fact is the one which has been noted, that immediately
upon the submission he was appointed a member of the Provincial Council, or Upper House
of Assembly. As such we find him as strenuous a supporter of the rights of the Lord
Proprietary as any of his former partisans, for in Aug. 1659, he was one of the council that
ordered Col. Nathaniel Utie to repair to the pretended governor of a people seated in
Delaware bay, within his Lordship's province without notice given to his Lorship's lieutenant
here, and to require them to depart the provmce. This was the beginning of the controversy
with the Dutch of South (otherwise Delaware) river, respecting boundaries and the rights to
territory that now constitutes Delaware State, in which Lord Baltimore was defeated when
the dispute was. taken up by the " oily" Mr. Penn. Governor Fendall soon after this, began
to betray a faithfulness to the interests of Lord Baltimore which at this day is inexplicable,
except upon the assumption that he had become possessed by the spirit of republicanism
which was passing out of the Puritans. In 1659 he instigated a revolution in the organic
system of the provincial government by the abolition of the Upper House of Assembly; and
for a short time his scheme was in actual operation, for he and several of his councillors
took their seats in the Lower House. And the people were commanded, by proclamation, to
acknowledge no authority, except that which came immediately from the Assembly or from
the King, who had now been restored to the throne of England.

It is tolerably certain, though no record exists of the fact, that in this revolutionary
movement Gov. Fendall had not the cooperation of Mr. Lloyd. The secretary of the council,
Mr. Philip Calvert, and one other member, Mr. Baker Brooke, indignantly left the room
when a joint meeting of the two Houses was in session, and it is probable, if Mr. Lloyd did
not accompany them, he approved of their course, for we find that after Fendall was
displaced and the Upper House restored, he was one of those whom Gov. Philip Calvert,
who had been secretary, called to be one of the new Council. Although he had received
many marks of the favor and confidence of the Lord Proprietary, we find that he was not
subservient, differing from and opposing him whenever he was transcending his privileges.
This was shown notably in Mr. Lloyd's; opposition to his scheme for coining money, first
proposed in 1659 and renewed in 1661. When this bill, entitled "An Act concerning the
setting up of a Mint within this Province of Maryland" came up for a third reading, Mr. Lloyd
and Mr. Brooke desired that there should be entered upon the journal this memorandum,
that the dissenters to the voted dissented upon this ground, that they were not certainly
informed that the County Palatine of Durham had liberty to Coine. The scheme,
notwithstanding this objection of the "strict constructionists" of the Council was carried into
effect and Maryland money was actually stricken; for which infringement upon the
prerogative of the supreme authority of the realm Lord Baltimore was apprehended in
England; but he either had interest with the court, or his offence was forgotten aniidst the
tumult and lax administration of justice following the restoration of royalty. Thus the
correctness of Mr. Lloyd's opinion was vindicated.

It would be useless to follow, if it were possible from our imperfect records, his course
while he had a seat in the provincial Council. It is fair to say that it was that of an
independent and judicious legislator. He continued a member of this body until 1666, when
his name disappears from the list of its members.

 It is proper to mention here that after the coming in of the Puritans and their
settlement at Providence, Mr. Lloyd acted as a land surveyor. In the absence of all
knowledge of the character of his education this fact may be taken as evidence that he was
possessed of considerable acquaintance with at least one branch of science, and its



application to a useful art. The employment of this knowledge in practice gave him
opportunities which he did not neglect, we may be very sure, for the selection of choice
lands in eligible situations, and the discovery of valuable tracts that had escaped being
patented.

During the whole, or the most of the time now passed over, Mr. Lloyd was a resident of
Providence or Anne Arundel, but at or about the time of the organization of Talbot as a new
county, say 1661, he removed to the Eastern Shore where his largest landed interests lay.
The court records of this county indicate that the seventh court held within its limits was
held June 30th (or 3rd) 1663, at his house. His name does not appear in the list of justices
in attendance until the 15th of November of the same year. His position of councillor made
him a member of the highest court of the Province, and also entitled him, whenever
present, to a seat upon the bench in any of the county courts.11 He continued to act as a
Justice of the Peace of Talbot county until 1668, when he left the county.

While thus engaged in reducing the province of Maryland to submission to the Keepers
of the liberty of England and combating royal and proprietary claims to jurisdiction within
the province; while performing the duties of Councillor, which were those, at once, of
cabinet officer, senator and judge, under Governor Fendall and Lord Baltimore; while
executing the office of a Justice of the Peace in his adopted county, an officer whose
functions were much more extended and diversified than at present, he was not negligent
of his own private interests. Ile was laying the foundations of that great fortune which,
increased from time to time, has given permanence, dignity, and influence to the family of
which he was the founder and progenitor in Maryland. He was planter, Indian trader,
merchant, emigrant agent and land-speculator, using the locution of the present without
any intention of attaching to these designations any thing opprobrious. He became the
possessor of lands which he cultivated with laborers introduced from the old country, and
possibly with African slaves. He shipped the products of his own plantations, and those of
his poorer neighbors, bringing back in return those articles of necessity and comfort which
were to be had only from abroad. With these he sent the peltries which he collected from
the natives and other trappers in exchange for such articles as their fancy, their wants or
their appetites demanded; he brought over indentured servants who paid for their passage
by terms of service to himself, or he sold them to others; he availed himself of the
"conditions of plantation" established by the Lord Proprietary, and obtained patents for land
in consideration of his having brought in servants and laborers; he brought up the grants of
land which had been issued to original patentees, and sold them, as well as other lands, to
those demanding smaller tracts.12 He early became the possessor of large tracts upon Wye
river, upon one of which since known as "Wye House" he made his home, and that is still
the home of the family. It is believed that Mr. Lloyd had 'stores' upon his estates, from
which his planters were supplied with foreign goods, and from which his poorer neighbors
were furnished. Thus was laid the foundation of that mercantile business, which he pursued
more extensively after his removal from Maryland to England. This event took place in
1668, and it is altogether probable he was moved to take this step by a conviction that his
acquaintance with the planters and with their wants, would enable him to prosecute a
profitable trade with the province. He settled in London, and from that city he made his
commercial adventures. It is reasonable tobelieve these were conducted with success.
Whether he ever returned to America is not known, but leaving behind him a son and large
estate, it is hardly likely that in the long time which elapsed before his death he did not
again and again cross the ocean. Of his life in London we know little-nothing in fact but of
his engagement in trade, of his third marriage, and of his death. His will, made March
11th, 1695, speaks of himself as "Edward Lloyd of the Parish of St. Mary, White Chappel,
in the county of Middlesex, merchant and late planter in Maryland." The date of his death
has not been recovered, but it probably occurred soon after the execution of this will, by
which he devised the Wye House to his grandson, bearing his own name, the son of
Philemon Lloyd, of both of whom more will hereafter be said. Mr. Lloyd was thrice married:
first to Frances, the widow of John Watkins, who came up from Virginia in the Puritan



colony headed by Edward Lloyd; second to Alice Crouch, widow of Hawkins, and third to
another widow, Mrs. Grace Parker of London, whose maiden name was Buckerfield. He had
but one child, the son of his second wife Alice, Philemon, who subsequently became a very
prominent personage in the province, and continued the family. There are family
memoranda that indicate there was another son of Alice Crouch, named Edward, who lived
at "White House," but it is probable he died early, and without issue.

Any attempt to form an estimate of the character of a man of whom we know so little
as we do of Mr. Lloyd, might be considered vain. History has related nothing more of him
than a few of his acts of a public nature. Court records and musty parchments make
mention of some of his large private business transactions. Family registers, commonly
kept with care within if not as a part of the sacred volume, have not perpetuated even the
dates of those trivial or common incidents, such as birth, marriage, death. Even tradition,
always garrulous, in general fabling where credit may be derived by descendants from
ancestral virtues (and sometimes vices) has strangely never invented a legend of his life.
But interpreting character by conduct we may believe him to have been a man of strong
and sincere religious convictions, ready to suffer for conscience or opinion's sake. His
abandoning his Virginia home rather than submit to enforced conformity with the church of
England, may be taken as evidence of this. As he was of the Assembly (Oct. 1654) which
passed the "act concerning religion" which provided that liberty in the exercise of religion
should not be "extended to popery nor prelacy," we discover that he had not entirely freed
himself from that spirit of intolerance he had severely condemned when exercised towards
himself. But religion and politics were at the time inextricably mingled, and this Act may
have been aimed at arbitrary, royal and priestly power, as much as at what was deemed
false belief, and corrupt practices in the church. Mr. Lloyd was a republican in his politics,
adhering to the Parliament rather than to the King, and then to the Protector as the
guardian of the rights of the people. If he opposed the Lord

Proprietary, it was not from a wish to deprive him of his property in the province he had
founded, but of his regalia-those powers .and privileges which he claimed as a count
palatine under the charter granted by the deposed king. He was unwilling to take an oath of
allegiance which seemed to acknowledge or savor of royalty, even when the oath had been
modified to suit the political scruples of him and his coadjutors; so uncompromising was he
in his adherence to the principles of popular government. It has, however, been already
mentioned that his political repugnances were very much softened, for he consented to
accept office under Lord Baltimore, and subsequently be returned to live in London when
England was indulging in the very saturnalia of royalty. But Mr. Lloyd's life was not spent in
the indulgence of religious sentiment, nor in the defence or propagation of political
theories. He was no mere enthusiast in what related to the Church and dreamer in what
related to the State. This is evinced by his success in affairs purely practical-affairs strictly
personal to himself. It would not do to say that he was not interested in discussions upon
polemics or upon government, ecclesiastical or civil; but he was more interested in pushing
his fortunes. He may even have taken some delight in harrying a priest, Romanist or
Anglican, or witnessing the whipping of a Quaker by the constable of his hundred.13 He no
doubt did take a kind of malicious pleasure in the discomfiture of the royalists of the
province and in the triumph of the parliamentary forces at Homs Point on Severn river. But
his more abiding gratifications were derived from the perusal of patents for broad acres, or
the deeds for lands purchased of other patentees; from a contemplation of his fields
broadening under cultivation and the corresponding increase of his crops; from the scanning
of his lengthening roll of his servants, indentured and enslaved, introduced through his own
agency, or purchased from the ships arriving in Patuxent and Severn and Wye; from
numbering and marking his flocks of cattle, sheep, hogs and horses, that ran wild in his
woods; from counting the double profits of his ship- ments of tobacco to England, and their
proceeds returned in cargoes for Maryland consumers; and later when he became merchant
in London, from the success of his commercial adventures; from the favorable reports of
the trading of his factors or agents in America, and the letters of his son Philemon of the



increasing value of his estates in Maryland. We are justified in believing Mr. Lloyd was in
his business transactions diligent, laborious and judicious; there is no reason to doubt, if we
may accept the doctrines of heredity, and judge him by his descendants, that he was direct,
trusty and honorable. We know for the evidence remains to the present, that in the
selection of his lands, for patent or purchase, he displayed most excellent judgment, for to
this day they are among the best in this county. We also know that his planting was on a
large scale, for it laid the foundation of a considerable fortune. We can only conjecture that
his adventures in trade, discreetly planned and ably executed, were correspondingly great
and profitable, for he transmitted to his son, Philemon, an estate, which largely increased
by a provident (and not the less happy because provident), marriage made him one of the
wealthiest men of the province and gave a social distinction to the familywhich it has
maintained, and worthily maintained, to the present.

1. Among papers at Wye House are letters that seem to identify the Lloyds of Maryland
with the Lloyds of Wales. One hundred years ago Richard Bennett Lloyd brought from
England a blazon of the arms of the Lloyds, under which he wrote, September 14,1775,
that they were the arms of the family that went from Wales to the province of Maryland.
There is another heraldic evidence of the same point, which need not be recited.

2. As for instance the tract of land in Talbot county called "Hyer Dier;" the Severn river
in Anne Arundel; the Wye and Tred Avon (third Haven) creeks in Talbot.

 3. There was an Edward Lloyd living at Elizabeth City, Virginia, as early as 1623.
(Original lists, etc., by John Camden Hotten), Edward Lloyd was a Burgess in the Virginia
Assembly, from Lower Norfolk county, Feb. 17, 1644--5. (Hening's statutes at Large), Vol.
1, page 289. A Cornelius Lloyd was a Burgess from the same county in 1642-3-4 and 1647
and (as Left. Coll. Cornelius Lloyd) in 1652 and 1653 (Hening). Whether the Edward Lloyd
of 1623 was the same as the subject of this sketch is doubtful. But Edward Lloyd the
Burgess was prob- ably he who shortly after the date last mentioned came to Maryland and
became the founder of the family here.

4.  Bozman's Hio't of Md., Vol. 11, page 407; where also may be found the essential
parts of a commission to Mr. James Homewood, Mr. Thoznas Mears, Mr. Thomas Marsh, Mr.
George Puddington, Mr. Matthew Hawkins, Mr. James Merryman and Mr. Henry Catlyn, who
with the Commander, Mr. Lloyd, were to act as Commissioners and Justices of the Peace of
the county-that is to say as judges of the county court.

5. The names of these commissioners were Mr. Phillip Conner, Mr. Thomas Ringgold,
Mr. Thomas Bradnox, Mr. Henry Morgan, Mr. Nic Browne, Mr. Thomas Hynson, Mr. Joseph
Wickes, Mr. John Phillips and Mr. John Russell. Old Kent, page 28.

6. E. D. Neill's Founders of Maryland, page 125.
7. Biographical Cyclopedia, for Md. and Dist. Col. article Edward Lloyd. Neill in his Terra

Mariae, page 119, says after stating that in 1853 Gov. Stone ordered oaths of fidelity to
the Proprietary to be taken by the Puritans before he would issue them patents for lauds.
"This created great excitement among the settlers, who had come from Nancexnond, Va.,
and their friends-men who had done more than any other to build up and give character to
the colony; and Edward Lloyd and seventy-seven other persons of the house-keepers and
freemen of Severn river, and Richard Preston and sixty others of Patuxent river, petitioned
the corniyiissioners for the comnionwealth of England for relief."

8.  This board of Commissioners was composed of these gentlemen, most of whom
were Puritans and all of them, presumably, were commonwealth men or Cromwellians:
Capt. William Fuller, Richard Preston, William Durand, Edward Lloyd, Capt. John Smith,
Leonard Strong, John Lawson, John Hatch, Richard Wells, and Richard Ewen.

9.  It will be perceived that no attempt has been made to give a full account of the
Puritan dominance in Maryland. This has been left to the general history of the province;
but the remark is ventured that the story of this period has been very imperfectly told, and
is worthy of a more thorough and impartial study than has yet been bestowed upon it.

10. The appointment was made May 6th, 1658.



11. These gentlemen were his associates of the county court: Lieut. Richard Woolman,
Mr. Seth Foster, Mr. James Ringgold, Mr. William Coursey, Mr. Thomas Powell, Mr. Symon
Carpenter and perhaps others.

12.  An extract from the patent issued to him for a well-known tract of land may prove
interesting, as it is illustrative of business methods at the date of its issue. "To all persons
to whom these presents shall come greeting in our Lord God Everlasting: Know ye that We
for and in consideration that William Davies, Overseer of the orphans of Walter Cooper,
deceased, hath assigned to our trusty and well beloved Councillor, Edward Lloyd, Esquire,
all the right to land to the said Walter Cooper for transporting himself, Ann his wife, Eliza-
beth, Dorothy, Susan and Catherine Cooper, William Haynes, Thomas Green, Mary Gray,
Jerry Brown, John Alinge, Catherine Hunt, Abraham Hope, George Rapin, John Fenworth,
Will. A. Cooper, Solomon Alinge, Alex'r Francis and William Weikes, and for that the said
Francis and William Weikes, an4 for that the said Edward Lloyd hath transported Philemon
Lloyd, William Scott, Edward Trowell, Samuel Hawkins, Henry Hawkins, John Flemming,
Hannah Gould, and Alice Paine, into this province, here to inhabit, and upon such conditions
and terms as are expressed in our conditions of plantation, of our said Province of
Maryland, &c." The patent then describes with metes and bounds the celebrated tract of
Hyer-Dyer Lloyd, containing 3050 acres of land in what is now and for long has been called
Oxford Neck, which it conveys to Mr. Lloyd, in consideration of the annual payment of 3E.
Is. sterling, or 2 shillings for each hundred acres. This patent from Cecelius, Lord
Baltimore, is dated Jan. loth, 1659 and signed by Jonas Fendall, "our Lieut. of our said
Province." This tract now divided into many farms contained some of the best land of the
county.

13.  Whether any Quaker was ever whipped in Maryland is a matter of dispute, but
Edward Lloyd, the Puritan, was a member of the council in 1659 that "issued an order 'to
seize and whip them (Quakers) from constable to constable' until they be sent out of the
province."-Neill's Founders of Maryland, p. 131.
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Talbot County Free Library

The Worties of Talbot
The Lloyds of Wye

 
PHILEMON LLOYD (1)

(INDIAN COMMISSIONER)
1646-1685

  In the year 1659, when Edward Lloyd (1) the Puritan, took out a warrant
for 3,050 acres of land extending from Oxford to Dickinson'f; Bay, to which he
gave the name "Hier Dier" (variously spelled), he claimed, under the Lord
Proprietor's conditions of plantation, an allowance of acres for Philemon Lloyd,
whom, with others, he had "transported into this Province, here to inhabit." It
is not absolutely certain, but it is highly probable, that the person named in
the patent was his own son; if so, this son must have been a mere child, for
Philemon Lloyd (1), the son of Edward Lloyd (1), the immigrant from Virginia,



was born in the year 1647, but two years before the expulsion of the Puritans
from Virginia and their settlement at Providence now Annapolis. Assuming
that Philemon Lloyd, for whom the Puritan Councillor under Gov. FendaU
received 100 acres, part of his tract as mentioned, was the son of the
patentee of " Hier Dier Lloyd," it is proposed to give such account of him as
very scanty records will allow.

     He was born in Virginia upon the Nausemond or Elizabeth river, where
the Puritans were settled, and where his father was resident. Upon the
expulsion of these people from the Dominion, he accompanied his parents to
Maryland and grew up in Anne Arundel county, but at an early age made his
home in Talbot on Wye River. Of his education we know absolutely nothing,
but that it was not neglected, we may be sure, from the facts that his youth
was spent among a people who have always and everywhere valued learning,
the Puritans, and that at a very early age we find him chosen for civil
positions, for the proper discharge of the duties of which more than ordinary
literateness was required, if not professional training and acquirements. But
he had obtained under his father the best of all kinds of education, for one of
his environments, that is to say, experience and self reliance in the
administration of affairs. In 1668, when he was but twenty-one years of age,
his father, going to England, gave him full power of attorney for the
management of his great estate in Maryland, and for the conduct of the
commercial business which already had been established in this province. How
well this paternal confidence was bestowed is shown by the success which
attended all the adventures, whether in land spec- ulations, planting or
trading. Before this date, he had become a resi- dent of Talbot county, and
after the departure of his father he made his home at Wye House, which has
ever been regarded as incunabula majorum -the very cradle of the family. In
1668 the land records of the county indicate that he had purchased of
Stephen Whetstone the "great island in Wye river," which at first having no
special name has been variously called, according as it has been owned wholly
or in part by different persons, " Lloyd's Insula," Chew's, Boardley's or Paca's
Island. It is now commonly designated as Wye Island. In 1669 we find,Mr.
Lloyd named in the provincial records as living in this county and holding a
commission as Captain of the Militia. Later he became Colonel, and this title
has become, as it were, hereditary, for it has been borne by the head of the
family from the time of Col. Philemon Lloyd to the present, whether he has
been performing military service or not. These and the like titles, which have
long lost their significance, are now given in mere courtesy and often borne
without authority, at one time in Maryland had a meaning indicative of
military command and yet more, of social eminence, if not precedence. They
now hardly distinguish those who, however legitimately and worthily, bear
them and not infrequently they provoke ridicule for their inappropriateness.

     At or about this time, 1669, the precise date not having been pre-



served, Mr. Philemon Lloyd (1) contracted a most advantageous marriage and
as it proved most happy, with Madam14 Henrietta Maria Bennett, the widow
of Mr. Richard Bennett, the son of that Richard Bennett who, at one time
Governor of Virginia, was the Commissioner of Parliament for settling the
government of Maryland. Mr. Richard Bennett, Junior, was drowned in early
manhood, leaving children amply provided for and a widow with a large dowry.
Mr. Edward Lloyd (1) the Puritan, had been intimately associated politically
and socially, with Gov. Bennett, and the marriage of his son with this
gentleman's daughter-in-law, young, attractive and rich, was a very natural
result of this association. The memory of this lady is held in great affection
and veneration by her numerous descendants, and her name is perpetuated
in many families which claim her as a progenetrix. She was the daughter of
Capt. James Neal, who before coming to Maryland, according to his petition to
the General Assembly for the naturalization of his four children, presented
April 19th, 1666, had " lived diverse yeares in Spain and Portugall, following
the trade of merchandize, and likewise was there employed by his Majesty of
Great Britain [Charles III and his Royal Highness the Duke of Yorke in several
emergent affairs, as by the Commissions herewith presented may
appeare.15   While living in Spain and Portugal four children were born to him,
of whom Henrietta Maria was one, who was named in honor of the Queen of
Charles 1. There is a tradition in the families tracing descent to this estimable
lady, whether well or ill founded matters little to those who are ready to
believe what flatters their pride, that her mother, born in Maryland, was a
maid of honor to, or at least was in the service of Queen Henrietta Maria; and
that when her daughter was baptized that royal personage was graciously
pleased to act as god-mother, presumably by proxy.

     All this may be a legend founded upon a name, probably suggested to
worthy Capt. Neal and his wife Anna Gynne by their intense loyalty to their
king, who at the date of the birth of their child was probably in the hands of
his enemies, and by their sympathy for his suffering wife, a refugee in France.
However Henrietta Maria acquired her name- whether it was bestowed by
royalty or prompted by loyalty---she was thought to be fortunate when she
married young Mr. Bennett, the presumptive heir of a great fortune; though
there were some who believed this alliance ill asserted, she the daughter of a
royalist and a Romanist, he the son of a republican and a Puritan. There is no
reason to believe this marriage was any otherwise than happy, until Mr.
Bennett was suddenly cut off, leaving a son and daughter, the former of
whom became, it is said, the richest man of his day in America. His widow, as
has been noted, married Philemon Lloyd, and brought him a large fortune,
chiefly derived from her former husband. Mrs. or as was the custom of the
day, Madam Lloyd was a devout Catholic, having been born of Maryland
Catholic parents, and in a foreign Catholic country.  It is said of her that she
threw over the Roman Catholic priests the protection of her long social



standing in Maryland, on both shores and that no Archbishop * * * could have
been more a of stay and prop to American Catholicism than this estimable
woman.

      It was through her instrumentality and probably at her sole expense,
with the approval of her Protestant husband, that the Romish chapel at
Doncaster or Wyetown, was built-the first place of worship for the people of
this obedience ever erected in this county, and long the only one. In 1693 we
find that she-then a widow for the second time-- was appointed executrix of
John Londey, a Jesuit priest, probably in charge of this chapel, who
bequeathed to her one-half his estate, and the other half  unto the proper use
and behoof and the upholding and benefit of ye Roman Catholic Chappell, built
at ye mouth of Wye River.

      This chapel long since disappeared, and for years its very existence was
forgotten; but the memory of the fair and gentle lady, its founder and
patroness, is still fresh and fragrant as the flowers that bloom upon the site of
this early shrine. The town itself has perished and the plow share, as it turns
a richer soil within the fertile fields of Wyetown farm, reveals the only signs of
the former existence there of a mart and place where men did congregate to
hail the last arrival from the great world beyond the seas, or to speed the
departing ship that carried their fortunes in her swelling sides. Mrs. Lloyd long
survived her husband, but dying she was buried at Wye House, where over
her remains was erected by Richard Bennett, her son, a tomb, now much
shattered, which bears or bore this inscription beneath the arms of the Lloyds,
quartered with those of the Neals:

HENRIETTA
MARIA LLOYD,

Shee who now takes her rest within this tomb,
Had Rachells face and Leas fruitful womb,

Abigails wisdom, Lydeas faithful heart,
With Marthas care and Marys better part.

Who died the 21st day of May (Anno)
Dom. 1697 aged 50 years -

months 23 days
To whose memory Richard Bennett dedicates this tomb.

     Below the inscription is a shield embracing mortuary emblems. This lady
must have possessed personal charms and mental qualities of unusual
excellence to justify such eulogium, even though inscribed by the partiality of
filial affection. Maternity is the glory of woman. Who, standing by the tomb of
Henrietta Maria Lloyd, will say the poorest praise this epitaph bestows is that
she was a fruitful mother? Who that knows how fondly and proudly a
numerous progeny in several generations have loved to link her name with
theirs, in repetitive instances, and call her mother, but must believe she was



endowed with peculiarly strong or amiable traits of character to have so
impressed her descendants, and to have caused her memory to be so greatly
honored above that of most women in purely private station.

     On the 17th day of Dec. 1670 a commission was issued by Governor
Charles Calvert, to these gentlemen as Justices of the Peace for Talbot county
viz.: Richard Woohnan, William Coursey, Philemon Lloyd, Thomas South, Seth
Foster, Thomas Hynson, Philip Stevenson, James Ringoid, William Hambleton,
Jonathan Sybery, Richard Gorsuch, Ed- ward Roe and John Wells. The four
persons first named were to be Justices of the Quorum, without one of whom
no court could be held.16 This honorable and responsible office he held until
his death, the last court at which he made his appearance having been that of
Feb. 17th, 1684-5.

     In the year 1670 commissions were issued for a general election
through- out the Province. Proclamation having been made by the sheriff ,
the election was accordingly held on the 17th of January, 1670-1, when four
Burgesses or Delegates were chosen to represent the freemen of this county
in the General Assembly, the Justices of the Court acting as Judges of
election. These gentlemen were returned: Richard Wool man, Philemon Lloyd,
Joseph Wicks and William Hambleton. Mr. Lloyd continued to be returned at
each succeeding election until his death. In 1681 he was honored by being
made the Speaker of the Lower House.

     But the most notable if not the most useful service rendered by Col.
Philemon Lloyd to the province of Maryland was the negotiation of a treaty of
peace with the Iroquois or Five Nations, inhabiting what is now the State of
New York. These tribes had made frequent irruptions into Maryland and
Virginia, weakening or destroying the tribes of Indians intervening, and
inflicting great suffering upon the whites seated in out-lying and exposed
situations. In 1678 Col. William Coursey, in this county, which at this date
embraced the territory of Queen Anne's had been sent by the Lord Proprietary
to Albany for the purpose of negotiating a treaty of amity with the Five
Nations, and he also acted for the neighboring province of Virginia. The treaty
then formed had been disregarded, and bands of Iroquois continued to infest
the northern and western settlements, committing murders and barbarities
upon the friendly Indians, "Christians," and carrying off or destroying much
property. It was deterniined by the Maryland authorities again to send a.n
embassy to these northern tribes to seek redress for the injuries already
inflicted, and secure a more binding or effectual treaty of peace. Accordingly
the Governor and Council of Maryland appointed Col. Henry Coursey and Col.
Philemon Lloyd, Commissioners for the Proprietary to treat with the
confederate Iroquois, at Albany, in New York, in behalf of the people of both
Maryland and Virginia. It would appear that these gentlemen made three
fruitless journeys to the appointed place of meeting and it was not until Aug.
1682, that they were successful in securing the attendance of the chiefs of



the tribes. Negotiations were held at the Court House, commencing on the 3d
of the month and continuing to the 13th. They were opened with the
presenta- tion of certain "propositions" by Cols. Coursey and Lloyd to the
chiefs of the Senecas, who returned their answer denying that the wrongs
had giving, but with reluctance, the name "Jacob Young," as that of the man
who instigated them to make war on the Piscataways. Presents were given
and received frequently during the conference, which was concluded,
apparently to the satisfaction of each of the contracting parties.17

After twelve or fifteen years had passed since the restoration of royal
authority in England, and the Proprietary rule in Maryland, there was a revival
here similar to that which had taken place there, of a jealousy, hatred and
fear of the Roman Catholics. Lord Baltimore was suspected of entertaining a
purpose of effecting in his Palatinate what the Mng and his brother were
suspected of planning for the reahn at large, the suppression of Protestantism
and the institution of Romanism. These malicious and ill-founded suspicions
were instigated by a reprobate Anglican clergyman named Coode, and it is
probable they would have secured lodgment in the minds of none but for
alarming reports received from the mother country. Of the panic which was
set up in England by the alleged "Popish Plot" and its attendant
circumstances, there were those in this distant land, who professed to feel the
tremors, and to apprehend the horrors. There may even have been those who
were willing to see visited upon their fellow colonists some of those penalties
for differing from them in religious opinion which were suffered by suspected
Romanists at home. But Col. Philemon Lloyd, though the ,son of a Puritan
father, and a member of the church of England, entertained no such
sentiments in regard to the Lord Proprietary and his co-religionists, for we find
him in May, 1682, uniting with many others of the same religious persuasion,
or, as they call themselves, Protestants, in a declaration as to their perfect
freedom in the enjoyment and practice of their religion, as to the impartiality
of the Lord Proprietary in the distribution of offices, without any respect or
regard to the religion of those appointed, and as to the falsehood of those
scandalous and malicious aspersions which inveterate malignant turbulent
spirits have cast upon his Lordship and his government. This act of Col. Lloyd
indicates that religious and political prejudices-at this time they were one-had
not obtunded his fine sense of honor, or his obligations of justice and
gratitude to the Lord Proprietary.18

But if we were not informed by this "remonstrance declaration, as it is
called, of the religious belief and practice of Col. Lloyd, his will written in the
very same month and year, May 1682, with its codicil written just before his
death, May 1685, would furnish even fuller attestation. After directing that
his children should be educated according to their condition in life he said:

I will that my children be brought up in ye Protestant religion and carried to such and such



church or churches where it is preached and to no other, during their minority and until such years
of discretion as may render them best capable to judge what is most consonant to ye good will of
Almighty God, unto which, pray God of his mercy to direct them.

As if exceedingly solicitous for the religious welfare of his children he adds
in a codicil written three years after his will:

Whereas by my said last will I left it in charge of my overseers [execu- tors] those innamed, to
cause my children to be brought up in ye Protestant religion, in which religion I would still have
them continue, yet least my meaning and intent therein should be mistaken and disorders will
[arise] not forseen between my wife and overseers af'd. that I make it my only request to her by
obligations of a loving husband to see my will therein performed and yat ye said overseers put her
in mind thereoff and so God's will be done.19

It is very evident from the will and especially from the codicil, that the
education of his children in the Protestant faith was a matter of solicitude. It
is also evident that he was not 'without apprehension, notwithstanding his
affection for his wife, that her devotion to her own church, and the influences
of her spiritual directors, would prompt her to a disregard of his injunctions in
this particular; and so, while he charged her to be remembering her
obligations to obey, he also enjoined upon his executors to remind her of her
duty should she seem oblivious to its requirements. There is reason to believe
his wishes were faithfully observed, for no Lloyd of Wye, has ever been an
adherent of the church of Rome.20

     The political opinions of Col. Philemon Lloyd are inferable from his
religious convictions, for with him as with others of his day, the two were
correlative, if not coincident. His mind being dominated by the latter, from
them the former took their direction. He lived long enough to feel the first
breathings of that storm which shaking the very foundations of the English
constitution, drove the Steuarts from the throne, and wafted in William of
Orange; but he did not live to see the "glorious revolution" as it was called, of
1688, which would have gladdened his heart. He was a friend of the
Proprietary, and though Baltimore was a Romanist he defended his rights and
prerogatives; but there is substantial reason for believing he was a Whig in
politics as he was a Protestant in religion; on the contrary, his widow, in after
years, was suspected of being a Jacobite, for in 1689 a band of "Associators in
arms for the defense of the Protestant religion," headed by one Sweatnam, a
neighbor, visited her planatation on Wye and removed the arms that were in
her possession21 under a pretext that they were to be used for defense
against the Indians.

     Col. Philemon Lloyd's life was a very brief one, but he lived long enough
to serve his country usefully, and to become the father of a large number of
children, who intermarrying with prominent and influential families of
Maryland and the adjoining provinces, have now representatives in almost



every part of this country, who trace with becoming pride their descent from
the earnest churchman, the upright judge, the wise legislator and the skillful
Indian diplomatist, Col. Philemon Lloyd (I), of Wye. He was buried at Wye
House, where a tomb was erected to his memory bearing this inscription.

Here Lies
Interred the body of

COL. PHILEMON LLOYD,
the son of E. Lloyd and Alice his

wife, who died the 22nd of June 1685,
in the 39th year of his age leav-

ing three sons and seven
daughters all by his be-

loved wife Henrietta
Maria. "No more than this the father says,
But leaves his life to speak his praise."22

 
 
14.   This appellation was evidently used by the early Marylanders as a title of honor

and dignity, and was almost the equivalent of "Lady" in England, for it was bestowed only
upon those enjoying social distinction. As the Lord Proprietary by the terms of his charter
was forbidden to establish orders of nobility such as those existing at home, certain familiar
titles were adopted which soon acquired a conventional significance and importance and
were therefore sought after and claimed as indicative of rank. Some of these were
'Honorable,' still retained, and in many cases most signally inappropriate, if meant to
express personal character as well as official station-' 'Worshipful,' which has entirely
disappeared, under the restricted meaning of its root; military titles from "Major General"
to "Lieutenant," which still survive with much diminished lustre since the war of the
Rebellion. The titles applied to women were "Madam" as indicating the highest provincial
grade, and "Mistress," one step lower in the social scale. Those of no distinction from
wealth or official station were spoken of with theirsimplename. The term 'Dame,' now used
colloquially only,and with levity -almost with reproach-has nowhere been discovered in the
county records or in private letters or memoranda. If ever used by our people it quickly
disappeared.

15.   Maryland Archives, Vol. ii, page 90.
16.  The form of the Commission may be found in the clerks office of this county, in

Liber B. B., No. 2. Pagination irregular.
17.   For a more particular account of this treaty, which has received little attention

from Maryland historians, see "Documents relating to the Colonial History of New York,'
Vol. 111. pages 321-328.

18.   Scharf's Hist. Md., Vol. 1, page 289.
19.  It may well enough to note that one of the witnesses to the will was the Rev.

James Clayland, one of the first ministers of the church of England that came to this
county.

20.  It would be surprising if a mother of such amiable traits and deep piety as Madam
Lloyd's, should not have impressed some of her children with her religious opinions, in spite
of the stated preachings of Parson Clayland, or Parson Lillingston; so there is a tradition,
which at least has the support of plausibility, that the second Philemon Lloyd had
inclinations towards the Roman Catholic Church.

21.  Scharf's Hist. Md. VOI. 1, page 323.
22.  Genealogical notes of the Cbamberlaines family, Page 34.
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EDWARD LLOYD (II)
THE PRESIDENT

1670-1718

 
     When Edward Lloyd (I), the Puritan, died in the city of London, in the

year 1695, at an advanced age, he devised the plantation that was his home
when in Maryland, but then in the occupancy of his widowed daughter-in-law
Henrietta Maria (Neal, Bennett) Lloyd, reliet of his son Philemon (I) to his
eldest grand-son Edward (11). It is of this Edward Lloyd, the second of the
name, that it is now proposed to recite the life-story as far as very imperfect
records and doubtful tradition have preserved the incidents. He was born Feb.
7th, 1670, and probably at Wye House, the residence of his father Philemon
(I) the Indian Commissioner. He was but fifteen years of age at the death of
his father, and therefore his early education devolved upon his mother, that
lady upon whose tombstone, filial affection has inscribed, with questionable
propriety, that she had "Abigail's wisdom." His first lesson in "good letters "
may have been received from one of those teachers who were often brought
from the transport ships, as indentured servants; but as it was the custom of
the day for people of condition to send their sons to the old country for their
education, and as his grandfather was a wealthy merchant of London, it is
greatly probable Edward Lloyd (II) received his academic and perhaps a
professional training in the schools and inns of court of the metropolis. He
may have taken his seat upon a form at Eton or Harrow, and even
matriculated at one of the great universities. It is very certain his education
was such, however and wherever acquired, as to qualify him for the highest
stations in the province.

     The first authentic information we have of Ed. Lloyd (II), after he had
attained his majority is of his having been commissioned, Jan. 16th, 1697, by
Governor Francis Nicholson one of the Worshipful Commissioners and Justices
of the Peace. He is spoken of as Colonel, so that he had received the acolade
of provincial knighthood before he had been invested with the judicial ermine.
He was also named in the Commission as one of the Quorum, a fact that
seems to indicate that he was versed in the law. He continued to hold his seat
upon the bench until Aug. 19th, 1701.23 Soon after, in 1702, he was made
one of the Governor's Council, and as such he was still qualified to act as a
County Justice and preside in court when present; but he does not seem to
have exercised this right.

     In the year 1697 the General Assembly was dissolved by proclamation
of the Governor, and writs were issued, Jan. 11th, 1698, for a new election of
Delegates, at which Col. Lloyd was chosen to be one to represent the freemen



of Talbot, the Upper House or Council being composed of the appointees of the
Governor. His associate delegates were Col. Thomas Smithson (who was made
Speaker of the House), Mr. Richard Tilghman and Mr. Will. Hemsley. The last
named gentleman died in 1699, and a brother of Mr. Lloyd, Philemon (II) was
chosen in his place. During the time of Mr. Lloyd's service in the Lower House
the most important measure that occupied its attention was the establishing
of the Church of England as the church of the province. In 1692 Maryland
had been made a Royal province, and Baltimore deprived of his Palatinate
rights. The bill for the establishment of the English church, first passed in
1694, had met with more than one mishap, and was not finally approved by
royal assent, until 1702. It encountered most stringent opposition from two
classes of citizens, the Roman Catholics and the Quakers, the last of whom
were numerous and influential in this county. Whether this bill had Col.
Lloyd's approval is doubtful, for he could not have been unmindful of the
people of his excellent mother's faith, 24 and the Friends were too strong to
have their protests disregarded by a politic statesman.

     On the 16th of March, 1702, about the date of the accession to the
throne of "good Queen Anne," Mr. Lloyd was called from the Lower House of
Assembly to a seat in the Council, which constituted the Upper

House,25 by Governor Blackiston. In 1708 he was raised to the military
rank of Major General of the Maryland Militia. Governor Seymour, who in
1704 succeeded Blackiston, dying in 1709, General Lloyd, at this date
President of the Council, became, as such de facto Governor of the Province;
and this honorable position was held by him until the appointment by King
George I, of Mr. Hart, in 1714. The fact that five years elapsed between the
death of Gov. Seymour and the appointment of Gov. Hart, during which
interim Gen. Lloyd was acting by virtue of his election as President of the
Council, may justly be taken as evidence that his official duties were
discharged with satisfaction to both the authorities in England and the people
of the Province. The period of his occupancy of the executive chair of the
commonwealth was one of peace, if it was not one of great prosperity.
Maryland now being under royal protection, as it had been since 1692, the old
contests between the Proprietary and the people were unknown, and even
the acerbity of religious controversy had greatly subsided by reason of the
hopelessness of any effort to overthrow the established order. The legis- lation
effected under President Lloyd indicates that there was little political interest
and activity, either because there was a lack of evils to be redressed or from
an unconsciousness of their existence. The truth is, the conversion of
Maryland into a royal province had given peace but it had produced
stagnation; and this had reacted upon the prosperity of the colony, which had
sensibly declined. The period of the administration of President Lloyd is
marked by no important events; but it may be esteemed happy, according to
the dictum of the philosopher, because it has no history. President Lloyd's



authority as chief executive, terminated with the arrival of Gov. Hart, May
29th, 1714. Soon after the government of his province, his private rights
never having been infringed, was restored to the Lord Proprietary, Benedict
Leonard Calvert, who ahnoi3t immediately dying, his title and rights devolved
upon his infant son Charles Calvert. Governor Hart was recommissioned, and
Genl. Lloyd retained his position in the Councit-a position which he continued
to hold until his death in 1718-19.26

     Of President Lloyd's personal character nothing whatever is known, and
as little of his habits and pursuits. His elevation to some of the highest
positions in the provincial government must be taken as evidence of ability
and of honest repute. He was a man of affairs as well as poli- tician, and added
to the fortune inherited from his grandfather and father. His home was at
Wye House, but his public duties required his frequent and long attendance at
Annapolis. On the first of February, 1703, he married Miss Sarah Covington,
of Somerset county, Md. Family tradition has preserved or invented an
interesting story of his courtship and marriage. It was the custom of the
Friends or Quakers to hold their yearly or half yearly meetings at the " Great
Meeting House at Third Haven "-that is at the meeting house still standing
but unused near the town of Easton, a celebration of the bicentennial of the
erection of which was made in the past year. To these meetings not only
Friends from every portion of the Eastern and Western Shores resorted, but
many persons of other communions and many more who acknowledged no
religious connection. Nor were all who assembled moved by pious motives.
Booths were erected for the sale of trumpery of one kind or another and
especially for the sale of liquors. Horse racing and other rough country sports
were indulged in by the ungodly; and of course where there was an
assemblage of young people of both sexes there was much coquetry and
serious courting. It is related that among the "visiting friends" from Somerset
(of whom it may be said incidentally that they belonged to one of the very
earliest of the Quaker societies formed in America) was a beautiful Quakeress,
Sarah Covington, who came to the meeting from her distant home, seated on
a pillion behind her father, and dressed in the simple garb of her people, which
rendered her charms more pleasing by contrast with its plainness. The two
young Lloyds, Philemon (II) and Edward (II) had ridden over from Wye House,
to meet their acquaintances, participate in any sport that was passing and to
witness whatever might be done by the Quakers in their exercises, or by the
worldly people assembled for amusement, as if at a fair or merry making.
They were both attracted by the great beauty of the young woman from
Somerset, and each resolved to pay his addresses; but each concealed his
purposes from the other.

     The meeting being over, Philemon quietly took horse and made his way
to the fair maiden's home on Somerset county. On reaching Miss Covington's
door, to his distress and dismay he saw the well known 'turn out' of his



brother Edward with accoutrements for special gala days. The two brothers,
thus rivals and far from home, had to

adjust the difficulty as best they could. * * Philemon proposed that
whoever saw her first should be the first to offer his heart and hand;

and by comparison of their accounts it was found that Edward had seen
the young lady upon the road, before her arrival at the meeting house, where
Philemon had first seen her. He said:

my purpose was then fixed to make her my wife, if her mind and character were like
her face. Philemon yielded the prize and Sarah Covington became Mrs. Edward Lloyd,
the mistress of Wye House."

A portrait of this lady is in the possession of descendants. She was the
mother of several children, among them Edward (III) the Secretary, but her
husband dying she married Mr. James Hollyday, and became the mother of
the very distinguished lawyer and statesman of the same name. She died in
London in 1755 at an advanced age, at the home of her daughter Mrs.
Anderson, the wife of a merchant long en- gaged in trade with Maryland,
surviving her second husband. Gen. Edward Lloyd (II), the President, died
March 20th, 1718, and was buried at Wye House, where a monument is
erected to his memory, with this inscription:

Here lieth ye body
of ye Honorable Coll.
Edward Lloyd, son of

Philemon Lloyd and Henrietta Maria his
wife.

Was bom ye 7th of Feb. 1670 and
died March ye 20th 1718.

He had by his wife Sarah 5 sons and one
daughter, all living except one

son. He
served his country

in several honorable stations
both civil and military and was

one of ye Council many
years.

23. The names of his associates upon the bench at the first court he attended, held Aug.
17th, 1697, were Capt. James Murphy, Mr. Richard Tilghman, Mr. William Hemsley, Mr.
Hugh Sherwood, Mr. Thomas Robins, Jr., Mr. Richard Carter, Mr. John Coppedge, Mr. John
Needles, Mr. Robt. Macklin, Mr. Matthew Smith, and Mr. Edward James. The three first
named, with Col. Lloyd, were of the Quorum, without one of whom present no court could
be held.

24.  Mr. John Bozman Kerr, upon what ground or authority it is not known, except the
doubtful one he suggests, says of Col. Lloyd: "He was at heart a Roman Catholic. Had he
acknowledged it openly, it would have done him injury, no doubt, politically, at this time. I
judge from the perfect confidence between his good mother and himself." This is almost
certainly erroneous, for Col. Lloyd could not, as an honorable man, have held office, when
it was forbidden by law for a Catholic to do so. Mr. Kerr does injustice to him by an implied



impeach- ment of his sincerity or frankness. It is probable be was Puritan as Paptist, for his
father had enjoined, by his will, that he should be educated a Protestant, and that may
have meant educated in disregard of both Popery and Prelacy.

25.  McMahon in Hist. of Md., Vol. i, p. 267, says that after Gov. Blackiston returned to
England, in consequence of feeble health, the "Government devolved upon Col. Edward
Lloyd, the President of the Council, in whose hands it remained, until the arrival of
Governor Seymour in the spring of 1704." This is probably erroneous. See Scharf, Vol. i, p.
367, and MeSherry, p. 389, also Bacon's Laws.

26.  In a record of the meeting of a council in 1716, Mr. Ed. Lloyd's name did not
appear.

27.  Genealogical Notes of the Chamberlaine family.
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The second son of Philemon (I) and Henrietta Maria (Neale, Bennett) Lloyd
was Philemon (II) who may be distinguished from his father, the Indian
Commissioner by the agnomen, the Secretary, for the reason that for many
years he held the office of Secretary or Deputy Secretary of the Province of
Maryland. He is thought to have been born at Wye House in the year 1672,
the precise date being unrecorded. What was said of his elder brother Edward
must be said of this more dis- tinguished personage, with reference to his
early education and those surrounding influences which tend to mould the
character namely, that he had for a mother a woman of strong as well as
amiable qualities, and that the large wealth of his parents was such as
justified the belief that he enjoyed the best tuition from competent masters.
Like his brother he was probably sent to England, where under the care of his
grandfather, Edward Lloyd (I) the Puritan, he was trained in the best schools
of letters and law. It need not be said that this statement is based upon pure
conjecture, for no record exists nor family tradition of his academic or
professional education; yet his many positions of civil trust is sufficient to
indicate that he enjoyed advantages of instruction superior to those possessed
by a majority of young men growing up in a wild, uncultivated country, such
as Maryland was during his youth. In the absence of honors which only the
favor of royalty could bestow, employments in the public service of the
province were those which were sought by the ambitious of distinction; nor
were the emoluments that accompanied these honors despised, as
insignificant as they E;eerned when measured by the standards accepted in
the old country, or even by the standards now established in our own. A seat
in the General Assembly was then sought after with as much eagerness as a
seat in the Commons of England or in the Congress of America is now; while
the commission of a Councillor was regarded as a sort of patent to nobility. It
may be mentioned incidentally that many of these provincial honors acquired
a kind of hereditability; for certain it is that succeeding generations enjoyed
many of them, as we find in the case of the family whose history is now
reviewed. The first authentic information we possess of Philemon Lloyd, the
second of the name, after his arrival at manhood, is of his having been
elected, June 29th, 1699, one of the Burgesses or Delegates from Talbot
county to the General Assembly, in the place of Mr. William Hemsley, who had



then recently died. His colleagues from Talbot in the Lower House at this
period were Major Thomas Smithson, who was Speaker, a gentleman then of
much prominence, but subsequently much distinguished in Maryland history;
Col. Edward Lloyd his brother, and Mr. Richard 'nlghman, of the Hermitage.
We see in this how nearly at this date in Maryland, honors and political control
were hereditary. Major Smithson was not of the provincial patriciate, but was
elevated by his conspicuous ability and high personal character. Mr. Lloyd
continued to hold his seat until 1702, at least, and probably longer. It is to be
noted that the period of his service in the Legislature was that of the final
settlement of the controversy respecting the church establishments
controversy of much warmth and not a little bitter feeling, in which the
Quakers, who were numerous in the county, and Roman Catholics, united
against the adherents of the Church of England. The parties to this dispute
were not ranged upon political lines, for the Friends were probably all Whigs,
the Romanists were mainly, if not wholly, Jacobites. At a Court held at the
town of York, Nov. 13th, 1701, Mr. Vincent Hemsley, the High Sheriff, read a
"new commission for the Peace dated Nov. 7th, which constituted these
gentlemen the Justices for Talbot County: Mr. Robert Goldsborough, Mr.
William Coursey, Mr. Richard Tilghman, Mr. Philemon Lloyd, Mr. Thomas
Robins, Mr. John Coppidge, Mr. Robert Ungle, Mr. Thomas Emerson, Mr. Phile-
mon Hemsley, Mr. Robert Grundy, Mr. Matthew Tilghman Ward, Mr. John
Needles. The seven first named were of the Quorum without the presence of
one of whom no court could be held. It may be well to note here that the
county records state that these gentlemen were required to subscribe oa:ths
of the most rigid character, called the "Test" and the "Association "-such was
the jealousy of Jacobitism and Roman Catholicism, which were thought to be
politically synonymous. In Aug. 1705, a Court of Oyer and Terminer was held
in the county of which Mr. Lloyd was one of the Justices designated for this
purpose. He seems to have kept his seat upon the bench until the year 1707.
The causes for the changes in the constitution of the Court are not evident
from any record. In the year 1709 as has been related in the sketch of his
life, Gen. Edward Lloyd (11) became by virtue of his position as President of
the Council the acting Governor of Maryland, Gov. Seymour having just died.
He soon after appointed his brother, Mr. Philemon Lloyd,

Secretary of the Province. This office he held during the continuance of the
royal rule, yielding it up when Gov. Hart was appointed and the Proprietary
restored to the Government of his Palatinate in 1714; yet in 1715 we find
him mentioned in the records as being Deputy Secretary, he performing the
duties of the office while another enjoyed the chief emoluments. In 1717 he
was appointed to the office of Judge of the Land Court. In 1721 we find that
he was elevated to a seat in the Governor's Council. How long he continued in
this position the means of determining are not at hand, but probably for the
remainder of his life. In 1728 his name appears in the records as the



Secretary of the Province, in 1731 as Deputy Secretary, and in 1732 as again
Secretary, thus holding this office at the date of his death.28

 The regret that has often been expressed and more frequently felt, that so
little pains have been taken to preserve the memories of con- spicuous
citizens of Maryland during the colonial period may again be repeated, as it is
again experienced when an attempt is made to recover the incidents of the
life and the traits of character of Mr. Philemon Lloyd-a person who held many
of the most eminent stations in the province, in which there is, at least, no
reason to doubt he bore himself with a befitting dignity and of which he
conducted the affairs with honor and ability. Those lines of his mental portrait
which are discoverable, through the dust and smoke of years, are so faint that
we receive from them no clear impression of his character. An attempt to fill
in those lines with the lights and shades that are necessary to give a true
representation of the subject, would probably result in a picture largely illusory
and deceptive. At least the artist could give but a family likeness in which the
traits of the Lloyds of the past and present should be portrayed; but some of
these traits are among the best of those that dignify men.

     Mr. Secretary Lloyd married a Mrs. Freeman of Annapolis, and though
he was not so fortunate as to have a son, one daughter, Henrietta Maria, was
born to him, who marrying Samuel Chew has transmitted his blood, though
not his name to some of the most prominent families of Maryland, such as
the Dorseys, the Bordleys, the Tilghmans, the Pacas and the Dulaneys, with
members of which her children intermarried. Dying in 1732 he was buried at
Wye House where a stone is erected to his memory bearing this inscription:

Here lieth
interred the

body of Philemon Lloyd
son of Col. Philemon Lloyd

and Henrietta his wife who de-
parted this life 19th March 1732

in the 60th year of his age.
He was one of the coun-

cil and Secretary
of this pro-

vince.

28.   An examination of the records of the council now in the possession of Md. Hist.
Society, discovers his name among the members as late as 1729 at least.
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EDWARD LLOYD (III)
THE COUNCILLOR

1711-1770
 
     The third son of Edward Lloyd (II) the President, and of Sarah

Covington the Quakeress, was Edward Lloyd (III) who may be distinguished
by the agnomen, the Councillor, because of his having held a seat in the
Governor's Council for a great number of years. He was born May Sth, 1711,
probably at Wye House, the plantation of his father. Of his education,
academic and professional, nothing whatever is known. He may have been a
pupil at King William's School at Annapolis, in flourishing condition during his
minority, and then sent to England, in conformity with the custom of wealthy
planters, for the completion of his studies. As his father died when he was in
early youth, and as his mother soon married Mr. James Hollyday, an
accomplished gentleman and distinguished lawyer, his education was
doubtless directed by him; and it is very probable, under the same capable
man, he acquired that knowledge of the low which qualified him for the
efficient discharge of those duties to which he was called at an early period of
his life and in which he was engaged almost to the day of his death.

     Upon reaching his majority and coming into possession of his estate he
engaged actively in planting, and from a letter of Henry Callister, still extant,
dated Aug. 5th, 1747, it is probable he made ventures in trade or comerece,"
as was not unusual with large proprietors. It is to be inferred that as the
wealth of the family continued to augment that the agricultural as well as the
commercial enterprises of Colonel Lloyd, for he too was the recipient of such
provincial titles as the Proprietary was justified in bestowing, and such as he
might claim by a kind of hereditary privilege, were prosecuted with success.
From whatsoever source derived his pecuniary means were such as enabled
him to maintain a style of living suitable to the dignified position which he
held in the colony, for the maintenance of which his official compensation was
inadequate.

     At an election held Dec. 15th, 1737, Mr. Edward Lloyd (III) was chosen
one of the Delegates from Talbot County to the General Assembly having as
his coadjutors elected at the same time, Mr. Nicholas Goldsborough, Mr.
William Thomas, Jr. and Mr. Robert Lloyd.30 He held his seat in the Lower
House until 1740, when he was called by Governor Samuel Ogle to be one of
the Honorable Council of Maryland, of which body Col. Matthew Tilghman
Ward was President and Hon. Samuel Charnberlaine was a member, both of



Talbot county and kinsman of Mr. Lloyd. Mr. James Hollyday, the husband of
Mr. Lloyd's mother, and formerly of the same county, was also a member.
This statement will serve to show how nearly certain families monopolized the
offices and gave to the government of the Province something of the
character of an oligarchy. Mr. Lloyd, who now was made Colonel, held his seat
at the Council Board for a great number of years, resigning on account of ill
health Nov. 16th, 1769, to be succeeded by Col. William Fitzhugh, of Calvert
county. To recite the part taken by Colonel and Honor- able (for thus it is
written) Lloyd, in the public affairs of the colony from the time when he
entered the House of Delegates until his resignation of his seat as Councillor
would be to relate the history of Maryland for thirty-two years. This period
may be characterized as one of peaceful growth and prosperity,
notwithstanding the Spanish war in progress when Col. Edward Lloyd (III),
surnamed the Councillor, went into office, the French and Indian War which
was begun and completed during his incumbency, and the premonitory
thunders of the war of the Revolution which were heard before his
resignation; and notwithstanding, too, the distractions which were the result
of the continued conflicts of the Governor and his Council, as representatives
of the Lord Proprietary with the Lower House of Assembly as representatives
of the people. It is not to be presumed that this peace was that of torpor and
this prosperity that of mere material development; for considering the limited
field, and the unimportant objects, there was much political activity; and the
principals of civil liberty were receiving intelligent investigation by the best of
all means, practical experience, and were acquiring increased influence and
stability in the minds of the people. It is not believed that Col. Lloyd was in
antag- onism to these principles, though it is to be presumed that hold- ing a
commission as councillor from the Lord Proprietary, and as it were
representing him he defended his rights and prerogatives, which as they were
not clearly defined were constantly subject to dispute and contention, and his
interests which not being identical with those of his colonists, were frequently
assailed. He probably shared in the just indignation of Governor Sharpe that
so much reluctance and hesitancy should be shown by the House of Delegates
to vote supplies of men and money for the defence of the frontiers against the
French and their Indian allies, even when the people were anxious and willing
to bear the burdens, personal and pecuniary, of such supplies. When the -
violent political excitement was aroused by the imposition by the British
ministry of the Stamp tax upon all legal documents and newspapers, it was
necessary for the Governor and his council to exercise the most prudent
reserve lest they should jeopard the interest of the Proprietary, by bringing
the Provincial in conflict with the Im- perial government, but from the well-
known fact that the Governor, personally condemned the action of the British
cabinet, we may presume that Col. Lloyd was in sentiment accordant with the
people at large, though he was not so open in his hostility to the offensive



measure.31 He was probably not one of the crowd that hung in effigy
Zachariah Hood, the stamp officer before the Court House door in Talbot
county; but he was probably in sympathy with the sentiment this act of some
of our citizens in a very rude manner symbolized. When, later, duties upon
the importations into the colonies were imposed by the British  ministry, and
the circular letter of the General Court of Massachusetts issued to the sister
colonies, advising that petitions should be addressed to the King for the
rescinding the obnoxious tax, was presented to the General Assembly of
Maryland, notwithstanding the protest of Governor Sharpe against such
measures as being "dangerous and factious," the Lower House drafted a
petition which was presented by Robt. Lloyd, Esq., of this county, speaker,
followed by all the members in procession, whereupon the General Assembly
was prorogued by the Governor. This is not evidence that Col. Lloyd, as
member of the Council, approved -or disapproved of the course of Governor
Sharpe, but if he did, he con- travened the opinions and desire of the great
body of the people of this ,county, he separated himself politically from many
of his own kins- men, and he violated the traditions of his family which had
constantly run in the direction of popular freedom and in opposition to
arbitrary :authority. Though not living to share in that heated controversy, to
which the clergy of the Province added intensity, originating in the :attempt of
Governor Eden to establish fees by proclamation. Col. Lloyd, as councillor,
participated in the framing of the comprehensive act of 1763, the expiration
of which in 1770 was the occasion of the impolitic course of the Governor that
wa,3 so acceptable to the ministers, but so offensive to the people, and that
of the debates it provoked, was so influential in preparing the minds of
Marylanders for the great Revolution that soon followed.32

     From the year 1681 there had been a controversy between the
Proprietaries of Maryland and of Pennsylvania respecting the boundaries of the
two provinces. This vexatious, and at times exasperating conflict of title had
been prolonged by negotiations, conferences, futile settlements, appeals to
royal councils and to judicial tribunals. Finally on the 4th of July, 1760, an
agreement was signed between Lord Baltimore and the joint Proprietaries of
Pennsylvamia, Thomas and Richard Penn, according to which the bounds of
their respective provinces were to be those defined in a previous agreement
made in 1732 and affirmed by a decree of the High Court of Chancery, in
England, of the year 1750. In conformity with this agreement Commissioners
were appointed by the Council of Maryland, to meet Commissioners of
Pennsylvania to carry into effect its provisions. This commission on the part of
Lord

Baltimore consisted of his Excellency, Horatio Sharpe, Benjamin Tasker, Jr.,
Edward Lloyd, Robert Jenkins Henry, Daniel Dulaney, Stephen Bordly, Esqs.,
and the Rev. Alexander Malcom. As the work of the commission was tedious
and protracted, several of the original commissioners resigned and others



were appointed in their stead. Among these were the Rev. John Barclay, at
one time Rector of St. Peter's Parish, Talbot county, and John Leeds, Esq., at
one period Clerk of Talbot county court.   Both of these gentlemen were men
of most respectable attainments in geodesy, and upon the last Gov. Sharpe
relied upon more than upon any other person for protection of the interests of
Lord Baltimore. Messrs. Mason and Dixon were subsequently employed,
(1763) as surveyors, and from them, as is well known the line between
Pennsylvania and Maryland, which has acquired a political significance, derived
its name. The final report of the commissioners was made Nov. 9th, 1768, of
which it has been said that "it is worthy of preservation as a model of
accuracy and fidelity in the record of public transactions." Thus it came to pass
that Talbot was participant actively and prominently, through two of her most
conspicuous sons, born and bred upon her soil, and a third adopted son, in
tracing that famous line, in theory imaginary, but in fact intensely real, being
felt and seen in the differing social institutions and in the antagonistic
opinions that prevailed on either side in years that followed its original
projection.

     Citizens of this county, among whom was the subject of this
biographical sketch, was connected with that most interesting episode in
colonial history, the expulsion of the Acadians, or French Neutrals, from Nova
Scotia. Over this, adopted as the theme of song and story, sentiment has
dropped the sympathetic tear and humanity uttered its indignant groans.
Even sober narrative has not been able to escape falling into romance when
attempting to tell the tale, until these recent days, when broader and brighter
light has dispelled so many historic illusions.34 After many ineffectual
attempts to secure the faithful obedience of the French of Acadia to English
authority and rule, the Government resolved to remove this disaffected and
really dangerous people from their homes, and to scatter them through the
British provinces where they could do no harm. It is well known that five ship
loads of them were sent to Maryland, and of these one discharged its living
cargo at Oxford, in this county, Dec. 8th, 1755, consigned to Mr. Henry
Callister, the factor or agent of the Messrs. Cunliffe of Liverpool. There was
great reluctance on the part of the people of this county to receive these
people, who were utterly destitute and dependent upon public and private
charity. Nor was there entire willingness upon the part of the provincial
authorities to admit them, Col. Lloyd, one of the council protesting, as will
appear from his letter presently to be quoted. It would be out of place to give
here an account of the " Acadians " brought to Talbot, but is sufficient to say
Mr. Callister and the Rev. Thomas Bacon, Rector of St. Peter's Parish,
particularly interested themselves in their behalf, though they met much
opposition from the people at large.35

     It would seem that a large share of the burden of their support fell
upon Col. Lloyd, and that he complained of and protested against the



imposition, and that he encountered the reprobation of Mr. Callister, who in a
letter to Gov. Sharpe of Jan. 17th ' 1756, said: "Your Excellency's sensibility
of the sufferings of the wretched exiles among us, emboldens your petitioner,
on behalf of them and myself to make a direct application to the fountain
head, having met with great obstacles, though I have not spared pains to
touch the souls of those whose immediate care it ought to be (especially in
your Excellency's absence) at least to have assisted me. I have been shocked
in a particular manner by the opposition of the Honorable Col. Lloyd. I shall
stop here, lest I should say anything that might be disagreeable to you or
seem injurious to him.

36 As indicative of the grounds of the opposition of Col. Edward Lloyd may
be quoted his letter written soon after the arrival of these involuntary
immigrants at Oxford, to his half-brother, Mr. James Hollyday, then pursuing
his legal studies in England. It will be recollected this was after the defeat of
Braddock, when there was great alarm in the Provinces, out of which grew
the conference of the Governors which was then attended by Gov. Sharpe of
Maryland. The letter, all of it except what was of a purely private character,
was as follows:

     We are in a most unhappy situation here, being often alarmed and
under apprehension that the French and Indians will penetrate far into our
country. The horid cruelties that they have acted oil some of ours as well as
the Virginia and Pennsylvania black inhabitants, is most shocking and
arousing. They impale men and women and even children, and set them ypon
high by way of scare-crows, and mangle the bodies in a most frightful manner
as a terror to others. The act of scalping has introduced this. 'Tis amazing that
any civilized nation should countenance this practice. It ought to be held as
against the laws of the nations.37 Our armies are all gone into winter
quarters, although within this month we have been threatened with an
attack on our army at Lake George. The report was that 9 1000 French and
Canadians were on their march to attack Gov. Johnson; but this gasconade or
boast presently went off in a mere puff. From Nova Scotia Gov. Lawrence has
sent home into Maryland 903 of the people, who call themselves neutral
French. A copy of his letter I here enclose you. They have been here this
month.

     The Governor being in New York, Mr. Tasker cglled a Council. The
resolution, if it may be called a resolution or advice, you have also here
enclosed. As no doubt much will be talked in London of this transaction, you'll
from that and the knowledge you have of the law of nations, form an
adequate judgment of the fitness of the measures taken not only by us, but
the Council of Nova Scotia. These inhabitants before the treaty of Utrecht
were said to be the subjects of the King. As such, no allegiance or obedience
could be required of them by the King of England; therefore as soon as this
place was ceded to the Crown of England, rather than distress or deprive



them of the property they had gained on that part of the Continent, his
Majesty was most graciously pleased to offer them the most advantageous
terms that could be, consistent with the British Constitution, i.e., that they
should remain in possession of all they had on condition that they would
become subjects of the Crown of Great Britain, and manifest their allegiance
and willingness to the said King, by taking the oath or oaths prescribed to that
end.

     These were the terms by which these people were to be distinguished
as subjects of the King of England. This, however, it is said and well- known to
be true, they would not condescend or subscribe to. Then in the first place, it
may well enough be made a question whether that act which they are
charged with, as being in arms in the French fort at Bodusejour,38 when it
surrendered amounts to rebellion, it being said that they never had consented
to become subjects of the King of Eng- land. If the conclusion may be that
they cannot be deemed rebels, then they are taken and held as prisoners of
war; and this to me seems the proper state to set them in, for it seems that
the subjects of the King of England, and I suppose by his command, for
breach of treaty committed by these French, invaded and overcame with
armed power and took them as prisoners of war, and retaining them sent
them as such into this province to the care of the government. This
government received them in that state from the Captain that brought them
here, and after- wards sent them in several counties not under the restraint
or confine- ment of any person, but let them at large and to their own liberty.
It may be here made a question whether this conduct be prudent or
consistent with good policy, for as enemies they came here and as such they
must certainly remain, because they are all rigid Roman Catholics and so
attached to the French King, that sooner than deny his power over them,
they have quitted all that they had in the world. Now then, if it should be
asked of us how came these enemies to go at large, what can be said in our
justification? I fear our, or rather I should say, the President's (Tasker)
conduct in this will not bear a legal scrutiny. I was against this, I assure you.
However, I shall be obliged if you'll give me your opinion candidly and as
explicitly as your time will permit; and if you should be able to collect Mr.
Calvert's opinion of this transaction, pray favor me with it, which you may
easily do by means of Mr. Anderson or Mr. Hanbury. He sometimes dines at
each of their houses where I say you may see him. That they were taken and
sent here as prisoners of war, there can be no doubt I think, as we cannot
devise any other honorable way of depriving those people, who are all free
born, of their liberty. Now it has been made a question whether they could be
justly deemed prisoners of war, as no declaratin of war has been made since
the last treaty of peace.39 To this inayn't it well be said that as the people
have violated the treaties entered into with the crown of England, either by
committing open hostilities or assisting and abetting those that did, I say that



they did thereby put themselves against the King, whence the King of
England was impliedly acquitted from performing his part of the treaty with
them and might renew the war without any proclamation, since by that
acquaintance he became in the same state to them as he was in before the
treaty was concluded. If this be the case, then they were brought here as
prisoners of war and are liable to be called for on a cartel. What will our
government say or do, having released them from that just duress or
imprisonment which the government of Novia Scotia put upon them? They
are restored or are again in a state of freedom. Query then: can this or any
other Government restrain them after such liberty granted, or without some
new violation or breach of the laws as to put them under confinement, or can
they oblige them into servitude? I say my opinion on the President's question
was, that these people should be suffered to land but should be restrained of
their liberty. This advice I think consistent and most proper, and the measure
that ought to have been pursued, for it may well be apprehensive of them as
enemies, as they at Halifiax had. But suppose this was not the case, they
ought not to have been released or suffered to be at large by us, as they were
the King's prisoners, and he alone is to order their releasement.

     The resolution of Mr. Tasker, it is said, has taken, is I think, impolitic.
He has ordered two of the four vessels to this shore, one at Oxford with 200,
the other to Wicomico with, they tell me, 260 additional, another at Patuxent
and the 4th stays at Annapolis, 40 without any comemitment to the sheriff,
so that they were at large for some time till Callister got many of them on
board some vessels, one of which with sixty odd, was ordered by him into this
river, Wye, and the Captain instructed to land them on my plantation for me
to do what I pleased with them, and this not only against my consent, but in
manifest opposition to me, although I had in order to prevent their starving or
being too heavy a burden on the town of Oxford, ordered my store-keeper to
pay Mr. Callister five pounds a week for their subsistence at Oxford, where I
expected they all would be kept under sornerule. But he is so far from grateful
for this benefaction, that he has sent the above said number, all to 8 or 9
that were left with Matthew Tilghman and Phil. Hambleton, and ordered them
to be quartered on me, which will subject me to the expense of at least £l2 a
week, besides making liable to a great deal of danger by their corrupting mine
and other negro slaves on this river, of which there is at least the number of
300 that may be called Roman Catholics, who being by some very late
practices and declarations dangerous in them- selves, become much more so
by the addition of these people. I say dangerous, because some of my slaves
have lately said they expected that the French would soon set them free, and
Nic. Griffin, that was Fitshugh's overseer, was taken up the other day on
information and affidavits that he had said the negros would soon be all free
men. If you think my sentiments just in respect to the conduct of our great
man, then the greatest, and that these French, from the intention of Gov.



Lawrence, in sending them here, ought not to have been suffered at large, be
pleased to do me justice, and set me in a true light by saying that I was
against this procedure. For this end it is that I have said so much on this head
and you may also say that through necessity and to save them from starving
for the weather is very sharp and the sloop froze up in the river, I pay E5 per
week towards the maintenance of 30 odd at Oxford, and expect every hour to
be put to an additional expense of E12 a week for the support of them that
are here and can't get away, should the river be all froze up, which is likely.
The Governor, had he been here when they were brought, would have
prevented all this uneasiness and expense to private individuals. He, I dare
say, would have had them, the men at least, committed or taken into safe
custody, but he was at New York, attending a grand meeting or Congress of
the Governors and is but just come home. With great good will and sincere
regard your affectionate brother,

EDWARD LLOYD.
I am to attend the Gov. as soon as weather permits.41
     The fact that this long letter, so out of proportion with the brevity of

this memoir of the writer, is ahnost the only paper in existence from his hand,
would excuse its insertion here; but the interesting character of its contents
would afford ample apology, if every other was wanting. It reviews with the
eye of a statesman the action of the British author- ities, it discusses
intelligently the status of the deported Acadians, it throws light upon an
obscure subject in Maryland history, and gives unexpected insight into the
religious, political and social condition of the people of this county,42 but what
is of importance in this connection, it vindicates Col. Lloyd from the
amputations, dangerous to his memory, from their very obscurity, thrown
upon him by Mr. Callister in his letter already quoted. It shows that his
objections to the introduction of the Acadians were not of a selfish character,
but based upon apprehensions of danger to the commonwealth at large; for
while he was protesting against their introduction he was rendering liberal
assistance to these ex iles, and affording some of them protection from
suffering and starvation.

      Col. Lloyd was far from disdaining offices of emolument, though
ambitious of provincial honors and blessed with ample fortune. He had been
appointed Receiver General of the Province for the Lord Proprie

tor, which office, the fees of which were very considerable, he resigned in
March or April, 1768, to be succeeded by the Rev'd Bennett Allen, somewhat
notorious as the "fighting parson."43 Col. Lloyd held his seat in the Council
until some time in the year 1769, when, apparently on account of impaired
health, he resigned to be succeeded in his place by Col. William Fitzhugh, of
Calvert county, who was sworn in on the 16th of November of that year. It
may be well enough to note that the Hon. Samuel Chamberlaine, the first of
the name, of this county, long his associate in the government of the



Province, and his kinsman, resigned his seat at the Board at or about the
same date.

     The Lloyds of Wye, after Edward (I) the Puritan, seem to have taken
little interest in religion, with the exception of the subject of this memoir, and
his interest seems to have been slight. Since his time they have had no part
in the administration of the church temporalities, and religion with them has
been a matter of purely personal concern.44 Perhaps this is attributable to
the survival of an ancestral prejudice against popery and prelacy, of which
they themselves are hardly conscious. We know that Col. Lloyd (III) was not
well affected towards Roman Catholics, but this feeling, if it had not a political
origin, was strength- ened by a suspicion of disloyalty in the people of this
faith. However this may be, no Lloyd of Wye was vestryman, or other church
officer, no Lloyd of Wye contributed for church building or other uses, aside
from the legal assessment, until the year 1734, when for the first time the
name of Edward Lloyd (III) appears in the list of vestrymen of St. Michaels
parish, where it remained during the two following years. Then for thirty years
no mention is made of him in the church records either as church officer or
even as contributor to church funds; but in 1766 he was again elected
vestryman and was continued in this office the following year. It is not meant
to be intimated that the Lloyds of Wye have been irreligious or illiberal men.
In truth they have been neither. They have never been dreamy, sentimental
and imaginative, qualities one or the other of which is necessary to make
devotees. On the contrary they have been eminently practical, but never so
much as to make their religion a device for their personal advancement, here
or hereafter, without the labor of right living.

     Col. Lloyd (III) married, March 26th, 1739, Miss Ann Rousby, of
Patuxent, by whom he had these children: Elizabeth, who became the

wife of General Cadwallader, of Philadelphia; Henrietta Maria, who merely
perpetuated the name of that excellent lady, her grandmother, and died
unmarried; Edward, (IIII) who became master of Wye House, and married
Miss Elizabeth Tayloe, of Virginia, the mother of Edward Lloyd, the
Revolutionary patriot; and Richard Bennett, who, going to England became a
Captain in the Coldstream Guards, and married a celebrated beauty, Joanna
Leigh of North Court, Isle of Wight, England. A full length portrait of Capt.
Richard Bennett Lloyd by Charles Willson Peale, painted 1775, hangs in the
drawing room at Wye House.

     Col. Lloyd died Jan. 27th, 1770, and was interred at Wye House, where
a tomb is erected to his memory bearing this inscription:

Here lie interred
the remains of the Hon. Col.

Edward Lloyd, who departed this life
the 27th of January 177045

aged 59 years. 



 
29. Callister, who at this date was sub-factor under Robt. Morris, the chief- factor of the

Cunliffes of Liverpool has a store at the Head-of-Wye. He says "Bennett will have a store
at Wye-town, another at home, R. Lloyd and Ed. Lloyd have only goodi3 for their own
families." In a letter of a much later date, Nov. 28th, 1764, addressed to Col. Lloyd,
recommending his nephew, just from the Isle of Man, as a person fitted to perform the
duties of a second mate on ship- board, he refers to the fact of Col. Lloyd's having ships,
engaged in commerce with England and the West India islands. From the records of the
Court of Queen Anne's county, it is known that in 1756, if not earlier, Mr. Lloyd was one of
a house of London transacting a commercial business under the style of Richard Lloyd &
Company, of which Richard Lloyd, Edward Lloyd and William Anderson were partners.

30.  Mr. Robert Lloyd was the son of James Lloyd, of "Hope," who was the son of
Philemon Lloyd (1) the Indian Commissioner.

Though hardly relevant, the following extract from the records of Talbot County Court
may be interesting as showing the manner of conducting elections. "At a Court of the Right
Honorable Charles, Absolute Lord Proprietary of the Provinces of Maryland, and Avalon,
Lord Baron of Baltimore, &c., held for Talbot County at the Court House, near Pitts his
Bridge in the county aforesaid the first day of December, Anno Domini, one thousand seven
hundred and thirty- seven, by the virtue of a writ of the same Lord Proprietary, to John
Goldsborough, Esquire, High Sheriff Talbot County aforesaid, to elect four Deputies and
Delegates to serve for the said county at a General Assembly of this Province, before the
same Lord Proprietary his Justices of the Peace for the county aforesaid, of whom were
present 

Mr. Thomas Bozman,
Mr. Perry Benson and
The Worshipful  Mr. William Thomas, Jr.
Thomas Bullen, Clerk.
Thereupon the same sheriff maketh public proclamation, thereby giving notice to all

freemen of the said county, who have within the same county a freehold of fifty acres of
land, or who are residents and have a visible estate of forty pounds sterling, at the least,
thereby requiring them to appear at the said County Court House the 15th day of this
instant December to elect and choose four Deputies and Delegates to serve for the said
county in the General Assembly of this Province.

Whereupon the Court adjourns to the same fifteenth day of December, at which issid
fifteenth day of December, the Justices of Talbot County, to wit: Mr. Thomas Bozman Mr.
Risdon Bozman The Worshipful Mr. Perry Benson Mr. John Robins Mr. John Leeds Thomas
Bullen, Clerk. Again here come, and as a Court for the cause assigned sit; and the
Freeholders and Residents of the said county do elect and choose Nicholas Goldigborough,
Wm. Thomas Jr., Edward Lloyd and Robert Lloyd of Talbot county, gentlemen, to serve as
Deputies and Delegates for the county aforesaid at the said General Assembly, according to
Act of Assembly, in such case, made and provided." The voting was viva voce and at a
single place. Under this system, slightly modified after the War of the Revolution, the
elections were held until the year 1801, when for the first time Judges of Election were
appointed for each of the election districts into which the county had just been divided.

31.  It would be out of place to enter here into an examination of the causes of the
dissidence of the Governor and the House of Delegates. it may suffice to say they had their
origin in the old Propriatary and popular antagonism-not in a lack of patriotic devotion. In a
letter of Robt. Lloyd, Esq., to the Hon. Jos. Hollyday, in London, under date of Oct. 20th,
1755, he says: "The French and Indians are nibbling at our frontiers and no one seems to
have resolution enough to set the dogs at them. * * * Your assistance will be wanting for
the relief of a distressed country, the good of which you know we have, all, much at heart,
would our grand lords and masters permit us to furnish the necessary means for our
defence. We have offered to give and they have refused, till now they won't ask or even



give us a public opportunity of either giving or refusing."
32.  Strictly speaking there were two controversies, namely, that relating to the

"Proclamation" and that relating to the "Vestry Act." But they had the same origin. The
reader is referred to books of general State history, for elucidation of these interesting
subjects of ante-revolutionary history.

 33. McMahon's Hist. of Md., Vol. 1, p. 45. Mr. George Johnson, of Cecil county, who
has published a full account of Mason & Dixon's line, thus refers in a private letter, dated
Nov. 30th, 1878, to the compiler of this memoir, of the part taken by Col. Lloyd in the
supervision of the work of the surveyors: "You will find by reference to the first chapter of
my article on the History of that line that after the surveyors had traced it, the due north
one, for a few miles north from the middle point in the peninsula line, they found by
observations that they made as directed, that they failed to trace a true meridian, and that
they returned copie of their journal or field notes to the Governors of the respective
provinces, and afterwards received instructions to retrace the line. The names of the
commissioners on the part of Maryland who revised their work and who detected some
errors in it which had led to the deflection from the true meridian were Horatio Sharpe, J.
Ridout, Richard Peters, Lynford Landner, Edward Lloyd, John Leeds, and Rives Holt, of
whom Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Leeds were of Talbot county. "

34.  See the account of Parkman in his "Montealm & Wolf."
35.  The address of the electors and freeholders of Talbot county to their Dele- gates in

Assembly, praying " to have the pest removed " was painted in the Easton Star, of Dec.
2nd, 1879, as part of the paper upon the "Poor House" of Talbot county.

36.  Callister letters as quoted by Scharf in Hist. Md. Vol. 1, p. 476.
37.   And yet at the very next meeting of the General Assembly a provision was made

for the payment of ten pounds for every scalp of "Indian enemies, or for every Indian
prisoner brought in." See Bacon's Laws, Act of Assembly of Feb. 1756, Chap. v. Query:
Was there not a like provision in some previous Act, and did not Col. Liovd refer to this?

38 This was fort Beausejour, situated upon an arm of the Bay of Fundy, cap- tured by
General Moncton in 1755, in which were a number of refugee Acadians. It was by Monkton
that the first announcement was made of the purpose of the British Government to remove
these people.

39 The anomalous condition existed of war between the English and French colonies,
while the parent governments were nominally at peace.

40 A fifth was sent to Baltimore countv.
41 For this letter the writer is indebted to Mr. George Tilghman Hollyday, of Baltimore,

a descendant of the gentleman to whom it was addressed. It has also been printed in the
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, for Dec. 1883.

 42 The reference in this letter to the apprehended influence of these Neutral French
upon the negro slaves of the county, is a curious illustration of the sus- ceptibility of the
minds of our people of fears of servile insurrection, which com- mencing thus early, and
perhaps earlier, continued down to most recent times.

43. Maryland Gazette, April 7th, 1768.
44. Some branches of the family have furnished exceptions.
45.  Another record of his death, apparently authentic, gives the date of his demise as

Feb. 8th, 1770. The change from the old to the new style may account for this discrepancy
of eleven days.
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EDWARD LLOYD (IV)
THE PATRIOT

1744-1796

     The eldest son of Edward (III) and Ann (Rousby) Lloyd was Edward the
fourth of the name in the family succession. He might be distinguished from
those who preceded and succeeded him similarly called, by ascribing to him
the significant agnomen of the Revolutionist, because of his most eminent
public services rendered to the state previous to and during the way of
independence, but as something of disre- pute attaches to this term, he may
be designated as the Patriot, although it must be confessed this is not
unequivocal in its significance. He was born Dec. 15th, 1744, at Wye House,
which he lived to see destroyed, and which it it believed he rebuilt pretty
much as it now stands. As has been said of several of his ancestors, nothing
whatever is known of his education. The conjecture that it was received from
private tutors from the preceptors of King William's school at Annapolis, and
finally from instructors in England is plausible and altogether conjectural.
Either his education was of a liberal character and much superior to that, of
country gentlemen of his class in America, or he was endowed by nature with
a love of intellectual pleasures; for he collected for his own delight and not for
ostentation a library of more than a thousand volumes, still remaining at Wye
Hmise which displays a bibliopholist's taste and fondness for beautiful and
luxurious editions and the dis- crimination of a judicious reader of what is
most valuable in English and French literature. The heir to a great fortune,
great for the time, he probably soon after the completion of his studies,
academic and pro- fessional-if indeed, he received professional training in the
law, undertook the management of his vast landed estates, but, as was
customary with gentlemen of fortune he soon embarked in politics, which,
from the time of the French and Indian war, and partic- ularly from the date
of the Stamp Act, when he had just come of age, were assuming a breadth
and scope they did not possess when they were confined to a consideration of
mere provincial interests. In 1770 the General Assembly had been dissolved
by Gov. Eden, Dec. 20th, and a new election was ordered, the writs to be
returned Feb. 4th, 1771. This election was held under the excitement caused
by the Proclamation of the Governor, establishing the fees of certain civil
officers by execu- tive act after the refusal of the Legislature to renew the Act
of Assembly made for that purpose, which had just expired. Connected with
this was the revival of the old Vestry Act of 1702.46 As opponents of the



action of the Governor these gentlemen were chosen delegates from Talbot:
Mr. Matthew Tilghman, Mr. James Lloyd Chamberlaine, Mr. Nicholas Thomas
and Mr. Edward Lloyd-men known for either their large pecuniary interests or
their acknowledged abilities. When the Assembly met, the "Proclamation" was
the subject which first engaged its attention, and a remonstrance was sent to
Gov. Eden. In the passing of this protest against the usurpation of a right
belonging to the Legislature, the delegates from Talbot participated. Mr. Lloyd
held his seat in the Assembly until 1773, when a new election was held. He
was again chosen by the people, and had for his coadjutors the same
gentlemen that had already served with him in 1771. This was the last
election ever held under the Proprietary Government, and the Assembly then
chosen, was by frequent prorogations continued down to the time of the
meeting of the Provincial Convention in June, 1776,47when it expired by
proclamation of the Governor and the act of the people in convention
assembled. Mr. Lloyd's position in the Vestry Act contro- versy, is not of
record, but that he united with other moderate men in the passage of the Act
of Assembly restoring the stipends of the clergy as they had existed before the
expiration in 1770 of the late law of 1763, and not as they were established
by the law of 1702, thus settling the controversy to the satisfaction of the
clergy, if not the people at large, is to be presumed, for the objections to the
operancy of the law of 1702 seem to have been technical, frivolous or
factious, having their foundation, however, in a great grievance, the excessive
compensation of the ministers through the large increase of population in the
several parishes. At a meeting of the Assembly in Oct. 1773, the question of
the legality of the tax upon tea coming up and communications from the
Assemblies of other provinces being laid before the Legislature, a committee of
correspondence was appointed "to obtain the most early and authentic
intelligence of all such Acts and Resolutions of the British Parliament or
Proceedings of Administration as may relate to, or affect the British Colonies in
America and keep up and maintain a correspondence with our sister colonies."
Of this committee Col. Lloyd was a member, and upon it were two other
gentlemen from Talbot, Mr. Matthew 'nlghnian and Mr. James Lloyd
Chamberlaine. The passage of what was known as the Boston Port Bill caused
the assemblage of the people in the several counties for the purpose of
expressing their disapprobation of the bill and their sympathy with the people
of the city of Boston. At this meeting held at Talbot Court House, May 24th,
1774, a commit- tee of correspondence was appointed to attend a meeting of
similar conunittees of other counties of the Province at Annapolis to be held
June 22d, of which Mr. Lloyd was a member, having for his associates Mr.
Matthew Tilghman, Mr. Nicholas Thomas, and Mr. Robert Golds- borough 4th.
The proceedings of this meeting of the committees- the first of the
Revolutionary conventions-and of the subsequent meetings of the same, are
matters of published record.48 One or two measures may be referred to, in as



much as Col. Lloyd was connected with them. This Convention placed the
Province in armed antagonism to the British Government, and framed articles
of "Association of the Freemen of Maryland," to be signed by members of the
Convention and all patriotic citizens, in which resistance by force is justified.
To these articles we find the name of Col. Edward Lloyd affixed, in com- pany
with those of a number of his neighbors of Talbot. At the meeting held from
July 26th to Aug. 14th, 1775, sixteen discreet and reputable persons, eight
from each shore, were chosen by ballot to be the " Council of Safety of
Maryland." Of this most responsible body, which in the intervals of the
sessions of the Convention was to have entire executive control in the
commonwealth, Col. Lloyd was elected a member. At the same meeting of the
Committees an election was authorized to be held in the several counties of
Deputies to a Convention to assemble at Annapolis, Dec. 7th, 1775, which
should possess supreme authority. To this Convention he was not originally
returned, owing, it is said, to a distrust of his fidelity to the patriot cause
which was engendered in the minds of some who were persuaded to believe
that a desire to protect his large estate would cause him to be less decided in
the advocacy of colonial independence than men whose stake was smaller.
But soon after the meeting of the Convention the person who has been
accused of fomenting this distrust--one Francis Baker-was deprived of his seat
on account of information lodged by the conanittee of observation for Talbot
county, that he had violated the conditions of the Association of Freemen,
which he had signed; and a new election was ordered, where- by Col. Lloyd
was chosen in his place.49 The associates of Col. Lloyd in this convention
were the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, the President, Nicholas Thomas, Pollard
Edmondson and James Lloyd Chamberlaine, Esqs. Among other important
business transacted was the providing for the election of delegates to a
Convention "to form a new government by the authority of the people only."
Col. Lloyd was not a member of this the first Constitutional Convention ever
held in Maryland; but at the first election under the Constitution for Delegates
to the Lower House of Assembly held Dec. 18th, 1776, Col. Lloyd, with Mr.
John Gib- son, Mr. James Benson and Mr. Henry Banning were returned. The
As- sembly was called together by the Council of Safety on the 5th of Feb.,
1777, when Thomas Johnson, Esq., was chosen Governor, and on the 14th of
the same month the two Houses of Assembly by joint ballot elected a Council
of five members of whom Col. Edward Lloyd was one. He held his seat by
successive election during the years 1777,1778 and 1779, was thus a
member of the first three Executive Councils under the Constitution of the
State of Maryland. After Gov. Thomas Johnson had served the full term as
allowed by the Constitution on the 8th of Nov. 1779 another election was
held by the two Houses of Assembly when there appeared two candidates for
the gubernatorial honors and labors, Thomas Sim Lee, Esq. and Col. Edward
Lloyd, both of whom were recommended by their abilities and services in the



patriotic cause. Mr. Lee received a majority of the votes, and was proclaimed
Governor of the State.50  In 1780 he was elected a Delegate to the Lower
House of Assembly from Talbot county, and in 1781 he was chosen by the
electoral college a State Senator for the Eastern Shore. Serving the time
prescribed by the Constitution of five years he was again chosen Senator in
1786, and again in 1791. He was still in this office at the date of his death. He
was chosen one of the Delegates of the State of Maryland to the Congress of
the United States, under the Article of Confederation during the years 1783
and 1784. We know nothing but by implication, of his opinions or conduct
while a member of this august body, but he must have been a participator in
the framing of those important measures which were demanded by exigencies
ahnost as pressing and dangerous to the welfare of the Confederate States, as
those which existed during the continuance of the conflict from which they
had emerged exhausted by the depletion of war, and feeble from the inherent
defects of the organization of the Federal government. It was his good for-
tune to be able to validify by his vote the definitive treaty of peace between
England and America, and afterwards to witness at Annapolis, as both State
Senator and member of Congress, that spectacle which possesses more of the
morally sublime than any event in our history or perhaps in the history of any
country, the resignation by Gen. Wash- ington of his commission as
commander in chief of the American armies. The General Assembly at its
session in Nov. 1787 ordered the election of four delegates to attend a
convention for the ratification or rejection of the Constitution of the United
States to assemble April 21st in the following year. The result of this election
in Talbot was the choosing Mr. Robert Goldsborough, Jr., Col. Edward Lloyd,
John Stevens, Esq. and Capt. Jeremiah Banning.

     Although the ratification of this great charter was warmly opposed in
this State, and by none more earnestly than by such men as the Hon. Luther
Martin and the Hon. Will. Pinkney and the Hon. Samuel Chase, it was adopted
by a large majority of the Convention, including all the delegates from Talbot.

     From this recital of the public services of Col. Edward Lloyd (IIII), it will
be perceived that he was connected in one way or another with each of the
Governments, Provincial, State and Federal during a large part of the
revolutionary period, commencing with the controversy over the Proclamation
and Vestry Act, which was really in Maryland as preparative for the great
protest as the controversy over the imports and stamp duties in other
colonies, and terminating with the adoption of the Federal Constitution, which
was the completion of the revolution- ary movement. In this recital too, will
be found the justification of that title, the Patriot, by which he has been
distinguished in this paper from others bearing his name. They who bore this
name before him, doubt- less loved their country; but that love was narrow,
restricted to the province which they called their country; it was not broad
and comprehensive such as Edward Lloyd, the Patriot, felt for the whole



sister- hood of States. Besides their patriotism was not tested as his. It was a
quiet sentiment without alarm, danger or injury. When it is remembered that
Col. Lloyd was the possessor of one of the greatest fortunes in America at the
time," that his property was exposed not only to confiscation, in the event of
the failure of the revolutionary movement, and to the depredation and
destruction of the forces of the enemy occupying or to occupy the bay or by
the disaffected of the lower part of the Peninsula; that from the easily
accessible location at his lower plantation, upon navigable water, even his own
person was liable to capture, we may estimate the depth of a feeling which
oblitera- ted from the mental tablet the calculations of personal interest, and
sub- stituted therefor the anticipations of great public benefit, in which he
should have but a common share. We may believe too that in as much as he
was selected by the people of his county to ratify or reject that great charter w
hich was intended to effect a "more perfect union" of the states, his
patriotism was not only unselfish and comprehensive, but enlightened, and
that it had visions of the greatness of this whole country which the future has
so arnply realized. As a matter of fact his patriotism did cost him dearly, for "a
predatory band in the guise of a quasi military expedition, from down the bay
burned Wye House,52 and a party of British on the night of March 13, 1781
from their fleet, plundered his plantation, carrying off among many other
articles of value, 336 ounces of plate, 8 negroes, jewelry and watches, 800£
in cash, gold and silver, 181£ new state money and much personal clothing.
The building of a mansion to replace that which had been destroyed, is said to
have been begun upon the Wyetown plantation at the mouth of the river; but
this project was abandoned on account of its exposed situation, when a
foreign enemy occupied the bay, as was the case at the time. So the
structure now standing, ample, imposing and beautiful was erected, near the
site of the original Wye House part of which still remains. The precise date of
its erection has not been discovered, but it is confidently believed to have
been completed during the life of Edward Lloyd (IV), the Patriot. It consists of
a central building, with which two wings are connected by corridors. The
principal structure of two lofty stories contains a hall, drawing room, parlor
and dining room of fine proportions and finish, with chambers above. The
wings, of one story, furnish the library on the one side, and the domestic
offices upon the other. The whole presents a pleasing facade of nearly two
hundred feet, looking out upon an extensive lawn, protected by a sunken
fence, and down a wide avenue of trees. From the porch Wye river and the
Eastern Bay are visible in the distance. In the rear of the mansion is the
garden, with its shrubbery and flower beds with intersecting walks, which is
terminated by a large conservatory, behind which is the family grave yard
containing the remains of several generations of the Lloyds and their
connections, with many tombs, some of monumental size and design, among
them that of him whose memory this paper is an attempt to recover or



perpetuate. But besides Wye House Col. Lloyd (IV), whose public duties and
perhaps private pleasures, called frequently to Annapolis built a large mansion
in that ancient city, which is still standing and one of the most notable as well
as the most conspicuous buildings within its limits. Annapolis, as is well
known, at the date referred to, say in the years preceding the Revolution, and
some years later was not only the political but the social centre of the
province. Thither resorted, at least in the winter season, the wealth, the
intelligence and the fashion of Maryland. In the possession of one of the most
prominent families, this mansion was the resort of those most distinguished
in official and polite circles, and the scene whatever of elegance the province
could boast, and of gaiety that it could produce; and such it continued to be
when it passed into the hands of the son of its builder, Edward Lloyd, the
Governor. Col. Edward Lloyd (IV) -was married Nov. 19th, 1767, to Miss
Elizabeth Tayloe, of "Mount Airey," Virginia, and had by her seven children, six
daughters and one son. One of the daughters, Mary Tayloe, became the wife
of Francis Scott Key, and the others intermarried with gentlemen of
distinction in civil life or of social prominence in the State. The son was
Edward Lloyd (V), the Governor, of whom much will be said in another paper.
Col. Ed. Lloyd (IV) died July Sth, 1796, and was buried in the family cemetery
at Wye House, where a monumental tomb was erected to his memory
bearing this simple inscription:

Here lieth interred
the remains of Colonel

Edward Lloyd, who was born the 15th
of November 1744

and departed this life 8th July 1796.

45.  Another record of his death, apparently authentic, gives the date of his demise as
Feb. 8th, 1770. The change from the old to the new style may account for this discrepancy
of eleven days.

46.  For an account of this celebrated controversy, respecting the Proclamation Vestry
Act, the reader is referred to books of Maryland History.

47.  On the 13th of June, 1776, Gov. Eden, by his proclamation dissolved the General
Assembly and ordered writs for the election of a now House to be issued, returnable on the
25th of July following, but on the 25th of June, "The Provincial Convention being informed
that writs of election have been issued in the name of the Proprietary for election of
Delegates in Assembly. Resolved that the said writs be not obeyed, and that no election be
made in consequence thereof." -Proceedings of Convention.

48.  See proceedings of Conventions held in 1774, 1775 and 1776, printed by authority
of the State of Maryland. 

49.  This Francis Baker acknowledges his fault, and petitioned to be re-instated in
certain civil rights of which he was deprived by the Convention. This inci- dent is thus
referred to by the Hon. John Bozman Kerr in an unpublished memoir of Daniel Carroll,
Esq., of Rock Creek. "To the Convention of 1776 he (Col. Lloyd) was not originally
returned, but soon took his place in a few weeks, as among the leading men on the Whig
side, after the expulsion of a blatant dema- gogue full of wise saws and idle doubts about



trusting rich landed proprietors." What authority Mr. Kerr had for thus speaking of Francis
Baker, is not apparent.

50.  McSherry's Hist. Md., p. 258.
51.  In the year 1783 Col. Lloyd was assessed in Talbot county upon 260 negro slaves;

147 of the horse kind; 799 sheep; 578 hogs; 571 horned cattle; 215,000 pounds of tobacco,
one schooner boat of 60 tons burden; 30 barrels of pork; 500 ounces of silver plate, and 72
tracts of land containing 11,8841 acres. He was assessed in Anne Arundel county upon 229
acres of land. He besides his plantations on Tuckeyhoe, Walsey, M,orrell and Island
Hundreds, of Queen Anne's county, but the extent of his acreage is unknown. His tobacco
tax alone in that county in 1780 was 900 pounds Maryland currency. There were few
fortunes of equal magnitude in America at that date, however insignificant it may appear in
comparison with those of the present.

52.   With references of the burning of Wye House no records have been preserved
which give the date and circumstances. What is said in the text is from the inedited
biography of Daniel Carroll, by the Hon. John Bozman Kerr. It is proper to say that the
family at Wye House discredit the story of the burning of the mansion by either the British
or the Tories. The statement of the losses of personal property has been taken from
memoranda preserved by the family. Col. Lloyd claimed abatement of taxes for the
property named.
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The Worties of Talbot
The Lloyds of Wye

EDWARD LLOYD (V)
THE GOVERNOR

1779-1834

     On the 22nd of July 1779, admidst the "storm and stress" of the
revolutionary period was born Edward Lloyd, the fifth of his name, the future
Governor of the yet infant State of Maryland, and the future senator of the
yet embryonic Nation. Who shall say that science has ,contradicted the
popular belief that character may be stamped by ante-natal influences? Who
shall say that the time and circumstances of his birth, apart from hereditary
bias, did not determine the original bent of the mind of Edward Lloyd (V) to
politics, which inclination, intensified by his early environments, made him the
statesman he afterwards became? He was the only son, in a family of seven
children, of Edward Lloyd (IV) the Patriot, and Elizabeth Tayloe of Virginia. Of
his early years and education little, or it may more properly be said, nothing is
known. As his father was a member of the Executive Council of the State
from 1777 to 1779, and for many years succeeding was holding other civil
stations which required his very frequent if not his constant attendance at the
seat of the State Government and as he with his family had his city house at
the capital, then the centre of fashion and intelligence as well as political
control or influence, it is possible that Edward Lloyd (V) was born at Annapolis,
and was there educated. This is, however, merely conjectural. Wye House was
always regarded as the home of the Lloyds wherever they may have been
temporarily resident, and around it or within it cluster all the associations that
are most tender and inspiring. It is believed that young Lloyd did not enjoy
the advantages of a liberal education, but instruction in letters was received
from private tutors. The death of his father, a man of culture, and
appreciative of literature and learning, when he was but barely sixteen years
of age, deprived him the corrective which paternal discipline would have given
of the influences of a fond mother's indul- gence and of a large fortune's
enervation. But although having neither the incentives of parental
commands, nor the spurs of necessity to urge him to the labors of
scholarship, he was possessed of a natural strength of understanding and an
inborn grace of mind which stood in good stead of academic training; so that
in subsequent life he betrayed no deficiency of intelligence upon all subjects
claiming his atten

tion, and he even cultivated belles-lettres as a source of enjoyment, when
the ruder pleasures of the country gentleman of the day palled. His State



papers while Governor and his speeches while Senator betray not only no
deficiency in comprehensive intelligence, but no lack of literary ability. No
tradition nor record informs us whether he was trained for either of the so-
called learned professions. His career in life seems to have been
predetermined by his circumstances; but he may have "read law," as many
young men of fortune did either as a pastime, for accomplishment or, if we
attribute to him a more serious purpose, for a preparation for the
management of his estates to which he fell heir upon the death of his father
in 1796. To no class of lay citizens was an acquaintance with legal principles
more necessary than to the great planter such as Edward Lloyd (V), who,
upon his domain and in the midst of his dependents, was required to act in
the relation of legislator to frame laws for the government of his people, of
judge to interpret those laws, and to determine as to their infraction, and of
executive officer to enforce their obedience-all under the sovereignty of the
State.

     But young Lloyd was subjected to another form of education which
suggested if it did not determine his career, and which prepared him for its
pursuit when adopted-the career of the statesman. This was the education of
his environments. Born amidst the commotion of the revolution, he first
breathed an atmosphere laden with political vapors. His first mental pabulum
may be said to have been the principles of the rights and liberties of the
American colonies. As he grew older, when seated at his father's table, the
resort of the most enlightened civilians of Maryland and Virginia, he heard
discussed the fundamental doctrines of popular and constitutional
government. During his frequent and protracted visits to the capital of the
State he listened, at first with curiosity then with understanding, to the
debates in the General Assem- bly, composed of capable men, upon matters
of practical legislation necessary for the forming of the yet incomplete political
organism. In the enthusiasm of youth he indulged in those visions of
greatness and glory which the Federal constitution, whose adoption his father
was active in promoting, evoked at the time and which have been more
thanrealizedinthepresent. He joined in the general exultation, though scarcely
knowing why, attending the inauguration of the new national government.
Ambition was stirred within his breast when he saw how that honors and
distinction were conferred upon those participating in the councils of the State
and Nation to emulate their services. As he grew older and his mind matured
he began to appreciate the meaning of those controversies, perhaps to
participate in them, when occasion offered, which arose as to the construction
or meaning of the constitu- tion and as to the expediences of different
measures of public policy, and which resulted in the definition of those parties
which have been maintained down to the present. In addition to those
influences of a domestic character, so to speak, in educating him for the
career of the statesman, ought to be mentioned those which were from a



foreign source, the teaching of the French philosophers which was coloring
political thought and the example of French revolutionists which was inspiring
political action in America. Subjected to these impulses and incentives, gifted
with a mind of conscious vigor demanding a worthy field for its exercise, and
possessed of an ample fortune that relieved him from the labors and
solicitudes of personal provision, it is not surprising that he should have
adopted'a career that then, if not now, a gentleman might follow without
compromise of dignity or character, the contests of which would bring
pleasurable stimulus and success in which he might win coveted honors.

     As initiative of this career, zealously and irreproachably pursued until
declining health rendered it necessary that it should be abandoned, we find
Mr. Lloyd, in 1800, when he had barely reached his majority, chosen to be
one of the delegates from Talbot county to the General Assembly of Maryland,
having for his associates in the same capacity Messrs. John Edmondson,
Thomas Skinner Denny and William Rose. To the same position he was
elected in each succeeding year until and including 1805, after which he was
called to higher duties as a national legislator. During his term of service in
the Assembly he had for his coadjutors, besides the gentlemen mentioned,
Messrs. Nicholas Mar- tin, James Nabb, William Meluy, Perry Spencer, and
Robert Henry Goldsborough. Of these Mr. John Edmondson and Mr. Robert H.
Goldsborough were pronounced Federalists. The fact of their election indicates
that the parties, the lines which had been clearly defined by the time Mr.
Lloyd had entered public life, were pretty evenly balanced in Talbot county. He
had espoused the side of the republicans with a youthful enthusiasm, as the
Democrats of the day were called, although his wealth and social status were
such that a more natural alliance would have been with the Federalists. But
democracy was in his blood, derived from his ancestor, the founder of the
family, who was a puritan and therefore favorable to popular government.
This inherited leaven has not yet lost its potency, and the Lloyd of today
adheres to the Democratic party, which claims to be, how little soever it may
deserve the right to be so considered, the party of the people. In 1801, by the
election of Mr. Jefferson, the Federal party lost its control of the general
governments control which it never regained-though it long remained an
active and intelligent opposition. During Mr. Lloyd's terms of service in the
Legislature the measure which most deeply en- gaged the minds of the people
of Maryland was one which was essentially democratic, namely, that of the
removal of the limitations to the exercise of the suffrage. From the year
1797, at every succeeding session at- tempts were made to remove the
constitutional restriction imposed by the thirty pounds electoral qualification;
but although these measures had been begun and advanced by Federalists of
the Assembly and opposed by Democrats, yet in as much as they had been
defeated by the action of the Senate then composed chiefly if not wholly of
members of the first named party, this party at last incurred the odium of



being hostile to the extension of the franchise to the poor. In fact the weight
of the opposi- tion to this measure came from the Federalists, who being
mostly of the wealthy and educated class fancied danger to property and
stability to goverranent in the endowment of the poor and ignorant with the
privilege of voting. The ammunition used by the Republicans or Democrats in
the battle of the parties during these years, and indeed long after, was largely
compounded of jealousy of the rich and hatred of those whose culture and
refinement withdrew them from familiar association with the rude and vulgar
and who were therefore reproach- fully called aristocrats. Such mostly
belonged to the opposite party. It was therefore a happy stroke of policy upon
the part of the Republi- cans, when this question of universal suffrage was
warmly discussed in this county, to nominate in 1800 a ticket upon which
was placed one of the wealthiest men of Talbot, or of the State, Mr. Edward
Lloyd, to whom an ochlocracy in government was as dangerous as
plebeianism was repugnant in society. He became the most earnest of the
cham- pions of free suffrage in the House, and the other delegates, or their
suc- cessors followed deferentially or according to their nature and
convictions. In 1802 the friends of this great measure, after being frequently
foiled in their purposes, succeeded in securing its passage; and Mr. Lloyd is
represented as having been selected as the most proper person, because of
his large wealth and aristocratic associations and standing to present the
resolution confirmatory of the act of 1801, which after its acceptance by the
Senate, ratified and completed the adoption of the amendment to the
constitution of Maryland that removed all restrictions upon the suffrage,
except such as were imposed by race or condition of servitude. The active and
prominent part taken by Col. Lloyd in securing this important modification of
the fundamental law of the State gave him a popularity with the common
people of his county such as had been enjoyed by no one previously and has
been by none since, and rendered him almost invincible in any political
contest. It is proper to say that there was still a property restriction upon the
eligibility of persons elected to hold office, and that this restriction was
removed in 1810, when Col. Edward Lloyd (V) was Governor, with his
approbation of course.53   It may be well to note that the constitu- tional
amendment which conferred the right of suffrage upon all white citizens of
proper age, also placed the ballot in their hands, voting pre- viously having
been viva voce. Among other measures of great public utility introduced to
the Legislature during the time Mr. Lloyd held a seat in this body was that of a
reform of the judicial system of the State. This measure was not a strictly
party one, but in general it was advocated by the Democrats, while the
opposition was drawn from among the Federalists chiefly. It is not known that
Mr. Lloyd took any conspicuous part in the discussion of the policy of
abolishing the General Court, and the division of the State into judicial
districts; but he is believed to have voted for the Act of Assembly of 1804



which accomplished their results, and established that system which virtually
exists to the present day.

     In June 1804 at a meeting of a Convention of the delegates of the
Democratic-Republican party at Denton in Caroline county, from the several
counties, composing the 8th electoral district, Mr. Lloyd was placed in
nomination for Elector of the President of the United States, but failed to
secure a majority of the votes. Col. Perry Spencer of  Talbot, was chosen and
subsequently elected, Nov. 12th, 1804, but Mr. Lloyd had previously been
again chosen as Delegate to the General Assembly, an honor which was again
conferred for the last time in 1805. Mr. Joseph H. Nicholson of Queen Anne's
having been appointed a judge of the Court of Appeals of the State, under
new arrangement, resigned his position in the House of Representatives of
the United States and on the 27th Sept., 1806 an election was held of a
person to take his place and fill out his unexpired term. This election resulted
in the choosing of Mr. Lloyd, his competitor being Mr. James Brown of Queen
Anne's county, who is represented to have been the nominee of a certain
faction or party known by the name of Tertium Quids , or simply Quids. The
result of this special election was ratified and confirmed at the regular election
held Oct. 6th of the same year, when again Mr. Brown offered a very weak
opposition, receiving in the county only 62 votes in a total poll of 1198. On
the 3d of Dec. 1806, Mr. Lloyd appeared in the House and qualified. He was
appointed a member of one of the Committees upon the President's
(Jefferson) message, namely: that which should consider and report upon the
question of the disposition of the surplus revenue of the Government. His first
speech was made upon a resolution which had been offered, asking the
President information respecting the so-called conspiracy of Aaron Burr, a
matter which was arousing the greatest concern in the minds of the timid and
credulous, and which was used by partisans for their own purposes. In this
speech Mr. Lloyd expressed his incredulity oftheallegedconspiracy.
Inthishedisplayedforsoyoungaman,excellent political judgment, as well as
political honesty, for seeing the futility of the charges of treason, and the
crafty purposes of those who promoted the accusation, he dared to separate
himself from those with whom he was accustomed to act, and to assume an
attitude of independence of his party. But he did not display equally good
judgment when he was called upon to consider and act upon a yet more
important subject, one which in most recent times convulsed the whole
country and threat- ened its dissolution. In 1807 when a bill came before
Congress, the purpose of which was to forbid the continuance of the African
Slave trade, he was sufficiently perspicacious to discern in it the first step to-
wards the abolition of slavery throughout the Union. His judgment being
overborne either by his own personal interests or warped by the prevalent
opinions of his own section, on the 26th of February in this year he cast his
vote against the passage of this Act, thus placing him- self in hostility to a



most humane as well as wise measure.
During the time of his service in Congress that subject which finally led to

a war between the United States and Great Britain was receiving attention,
the impressment of seamen and the privilege of search. Mr. Lloyd gave his
support to those measures of the Government which were designed to assert
the rights of neutrals and to resist the encroachments upon the commerce of
thi-a nation. The feelings of irritation which had been aroused against the
English by previous acts of aggression were intensified by the affair of the
Chesapeake and the Leopard; and in this county there was a violent outbreak
of indigna- tion. At a public meeting held at Easton July 21st, 1807, of the
most respectable people, irrespective of party, Mr. Lloyd was one of a com-
mittee appointed to prepare resolutions expressive of the sense of indignity
and wrong which had been inflicted, in this case and others, and approval of
the steps that had been taken by the public authorities. The resolutions
presented by this committee were of the most pronounced, if not violent
character, and though they may have embodied the sentiments of Mr. Lloyd
they were hardly expressed in the measured language of statesmanship,
which he would have employed. Military companies were organized
throughout the county, in expectation of iinmedate war, of one of which, the
" Talbot Patriot Troop " he was chosen the Captain. The cloud which was
threatening blew over, but a few years later rose again to discharge itself in a
storm of war. Capt. Lloyd on the 12th of Feb., 1812 was commissioned
Lieutenant Colonel of the 9th Regiment of Maryland Militia, and as such
performed his part in the defence of the county from the forces of the enemy
who were in possession of the bay, and making incursions along its shores.

     At the expiration of his term in Congress, March 3d, 1808, Mr. Lloyd,
having other aspirations declined re-election. At a Convention of the
Democratic party of the 7th Congressional District, at this date, composed of
Queen Anne's, Talbot and Caroline counties, Mr. John Brown of Nathan, a
citizen of Queen Anne's, was nominated, and by a Convention of the Federal
party Mr. Robert Henry Goldsborough of Talbot, was nominated, to be voted
for as Congressman. The canvass which followed was very spirited, in which
the retiring member took a very active part, addressing the people at public
meetings, and otherwise throwing the weight of his great popularity and
wealth in favor of Mr. Brown, but it is not believed that he gave countenance
much less participated in the scurrility with which Mr. Goldsborough was
assailed in the public prints during the campaign, and which was continued in
pamphlets during the presidential campaign which followed. Mr.

Brown was elected Oct. 3d in the District, though the county gave a small
majority for Mr. Goldsborough. Mr. Lloyd also participated earnestly and
actively in the contest for the Presidency in 1808, favoring Mr. Madison for
that office, and was largely influential in securing the choice of Col. Perry
Spencer of this county, as elector of the 8th electoral district over Mr. Robt. H.



Goldsborough.
     Governor Robert Wright having resigned, Mr. Edward Lloyd was at a

special session of the Legislature, on the 5th of June, 1809 elected to fill out
his unexpired term, with an expressed or implied promise that he would have
the support of his party at the succeeding regular election. The political
campaign in Talbot county, in the fall of this year was most hotly contested,
and the Governor did not disdain to take a most active and conspicuous part
in its conduct. He addressed the people at many places with that effective
oratory which rendered him one of the most accomplished speakers upon the
hustings the county has produced, and condescending, as he knew how, with
seeming so to do, to familiar association with the electors at the public
meetings, he won theirhearts as much by his gracious manners as by his
impressive words.54 The result of the election held Oct. 2d was a triumphant
success of the Democrats. At the regular meeting of the Legislature in
November, he was on the 13th of that month chosen Governor,55 and he
was the recipient of the saane honor on the 19th of November, 1810.56 No
questions of State policy that need to be mentioned here,

occupied the attention of the executive and the legislative branches of the
Government of Maryland during the gubernatorial incumbency of Gov. Lloyd.
In fact, State politics-were absorbed in national. The questions that were
engaging the attention of both the governed and the governing were those
connected with the foreign relations of the United States. These, during the
Napoleonic wars had become exceedingly complicated through the action of
the authorities of Great Britain and of France. It would be wholly out of place
to go into any discussion of these questions, or to give even a recital of the
events which gave origin to them. Readers are referred to books of national
history for all that relates to the "Orders in Council," the "Berlin decree," the
"rightsof neutrals,"the"Embargo,"the "impressment of seamen," &c., which
finally led to the declaration of war in 1812. These great national questions
were under discussion during Mr. Lloyd's terms of service as Governor, but he
ranged himself upon the side of those who advocated armed resistance to the
aggressions of England upon the rights of the American States. The rupture
did not occur until he had ceased to occupy the gubernatorial chair, but he
tent the weight of his personal and official influence to the party militant as
opposed to the party of peaceful measures for the settlement of the matters
in dispute. He was succeeded by Robert Bowie, Esq., who was elected Nov.
11th, 1811.

     Before the expiration of Gov. Lloyd's term he was, on the 16th of Sept.,
1811, chosen by the electoral college to be one of the State Sena- tors for the
Eastern Shore, receiving 22 votes as against 18 for Federal competitor and
neighbor, Mr. Robt. H. Goldsborough. There is good ground for believing that
his decided opinions in favor of appealing to the arbitrament of war had much
to do with determining this result. At least they did not injure him with his



constituents.57  On the l9th of October, the Legislature assembled, and
Governor Lloyd soon after taking his seat introduced into the Senate the
following resolutions which were adopted:

     Whereas, It is highly important at this eventful crisis in our foreign
relations that the opinions and feelings of every section of the Union should
be fairly expressed. Therefore we, the Legislature of Maryland do

     Resolve, That in the opinion of this Legislature the measures of the
administration with respect to Great Britain, have been honorable, impartial
and just; that in their negotiations they have evinced every disposition to
terminate our differences, on terms not incompatible with our national honor,
and that they deserve the confidence and support of the nation.

      Resolved, That the measures of Great Britain have been and still are
distinctive of our best and dearest rights, and being inconsistent with justice,
with reason and with law can be supported only by force. Therefore, if
persisted in by force should be resisted.

      Resolved, That the measures of the administration with respect to
France we highly approve. They have been fully authorized by the law and by
the fact.

     Resolved, That the acts of unjustice and violence, committed on our
neutral rights by France, have excited all that indignation which a lawless
exercise of power could not fail to do; but having now ceased to violate our
neutral rights, we trust that the period is not far distant when by the acts of
ample justice, all cause of complaint will be removed.

     Resolved, That the President's message, moderate, impartial and
decisive deserves all our praise. It points out the best course to an honorable
independence.

     Resolved, That the independence established by the aid and valor of our
fathers will not tamely be yielded by their sons. The same spirit which led the
Maryland regulars to battle, still exists in the State and waits for its country's
call.58

 We may readily believe that the action of the Maryland Legislature
prompted by a person of such weight of character and influence as Gov. Lloyd,
had its effect in the national councils, in overcoming that reluctance to
engage in hostilities which sober people and the government had shown. The
Federalists in Congress aided by many "peace" Democrats, who also had the
countenance of the Executive, had been able for several years to avert war,
for which many were clamorous; but when at last the time for a new
presidential election approached, the exigencies of party, and the personal
ambition of the President to be elected for a second term, demanded that
diplomacy should end and militancy begin. War was accordingly, on the 18th
of June, 1812, declared to exist between the United States and Great Britain.
The number of those who condemned this war as useless has not diminished
with time- but of this number Gov. Lloyd was not one. It had his 



hearty approbation, and we may readily believe that one whose property
was so much exposed to destruction, was governed by no unworthy motive in
his advocacy of warlike measures. During the continuance of his services,
through a term of five years in the State Senate he gave a loyal support to
the General Government in its efforts to maintain the rights and the honor of
the country, and to the State authorities who were seeking to defend the
borders of Maryland from destructive incursions of the enemy. Nor did he
evade military duty, having been made a Colonel of Militia, by promotion from
the Captaincy of a troop of horse, as before mentioned, and taking his part in
guarding and defending his county during the presence of the enemy in the
Chesapeake. It is proper to note here, that he was, while Senator from Talbot,
elected President of the body of which he was so distinguished a member; but
it is not necessary to say with what dignity and ability 'she function of this
position were discharged by one so highly endowed by nature with these
qualities as he. In the year 1812, Col. Lloyd, though defeated in his own
county by Mr. Alemby Jump, was chosen to be one of the presidential electors,
and cast his vote for Mr. Madison. In January, 1815, for what reason it is not
apparent, he resigned his seat in the Senate of Maryland, and Mr. James
Nabb, of Talbot county, was appointed in his stead; but in October of the same
year he was chosen by the people of his county to be their delegate in the
Lower House of Assembly, having for his associates Messrs. Solomon
Dickinson, Daniel Martin and Joseph Kemp. In the following year he was a
candidate for the same position, but was defeated, the Federalists electing
Messrs. Edward N. Hambleton, John Seth, Robert Banning and Alexander
Hands.

     For several years Col. Lloyd seems to have held no political office, but
during this time he was not an indifferent observer of political affairs nor
inactive member of his party, which he was aiding by a participation in its
councils, and by active efforts in its contests. Having filled every elective
position of honor for which he was qualified and which he was willing to accept
but one, it now became his worthy ambition to be chosen Senator of the
United States, and towards that object his energies were directed. This
ambition was gratified by his election, Dec. 18th, 1819, to a seat in the
national senate, to succeed the Hon. Robert Henry Goldsborough, his personal
friend but political rival, who term of office had expired on the 4th of March
preceding. He had for his competitors the same gentleman and Mr. Charles
Carroll of Carrollton. Congress was then in session, and on the 27th of the
month he presented his credentials of election, and was duly qualified as
Senator for Maryland, to serve until the 3rd of March, 1825. He had for his
coadjutor the Hon. William Pinkney, who had been chosen at the same time
with himself to fill out the unexpired term of the Hon. Alexander C. Hanson,
deceased. Maryland was never more ably represented in the Senate than at
this period. Whatever gives dignity and character to this august body was



illustrated by those gentlemen of this State, who after having most honorably
and efficiently filled other high and responsible positions of public trust, now
appeared in its chamber. On the 30th Dec. he rose for the first time from his
seat to present a petition of the manufacturers of cotton and woolen fabrics
praying for protection from congress to these industries. If he favored the
object of this petition, he subsequently changed his opinion upon this
debatable question, for a few years later he opposed Mr. Clay's American
system. Col. Lloyd was made, Jan. 4th, 1820, one of the standing committee
for the District of Columbia. The subject then intently absorbing the attention
not only of Congress, but of the whole country--one in its essentials forming
ths basis of the division of parties for more than a generation following-was
that of the admission into the Union of the territories of Maine and Missouri,
as States of the Confederacy. The subject was presented in the form of a
question whether both should be admitted by one bill, or whether they should
be admitted by separate bills. It had been before the previous Congress, and
might have been settled offhand at the last session, for the prepared- ness
and competency of these territories for assuming the relation of States within
the Union, were not questioned, and whether they should be admitted by one
bill or by two bills was a matter of no importance in itself; but as it had
become imbrangled with the momentous question of maintaining the balance
of political power between the slave and the free States, and with the
perpetuation and extension of the peculiarly southern institution of slavery,
the discussion had been protracted and was becoming most violent and
acrimonious. It was upon this subject he, on the 20th Feb. made his maiden
speech in the Senate in reply to Mr. Rufus ffing, of New York, in which lie
advocated the admission of the two new States at the same time, and
opposed the admission of one without the other. He spoke not only with the
deliberateness of political conviction, and a sense of the importance of the
measure in its remote consequences, but with the zeal of a partizanship and
the earnestness of personal interest. A few days after this he recorded his
vote against an amendment to the bill which provided for the exclu

sion of slavery from the territories lying north of 36 degrees 30 minutes.
He thus ranged himself on a line with the southern senators, who saw danger
to their property and their party. We must not judge him with too great
severity, because as one of the chosen crew of the ship of State, he was
beguiled by the siren of slavery which drew so many upon the fatal rocks by
her blandishments, and which came so near effecting our shipwreck. But on
the final passage of that bill, which has acquired an historic celebrity, known
as the Missouri Compromise, his name does not appear on record as having
voted for or against it, though there is reasonable ground for the belief that
notwithstanding his previous antagonism to some of its provisions he so far
yielded to the spirit of compromise, which was prevalent, as to unite with his
distinguished compatriot Pinkney in advocating or consenting to its passage.



Col. Lloyd spoke, during the same session, in opposition to the passage of a
general bankrupt law, expressing a doubt of its expediency if made applicable
to all insolvent debtors; but declaring a willingness to vote for such a measure
if it was confined in its scope to merchants and traders, and if it excluded the
planters and farmers. He offered an amendmentembodying his views, but it
was not adopted. During the remainder of the 16th Congress he seems not to
have taken an Active part in the debates. In the 17th Congress he was again
upon the Committee of the District. It devolved upon him formally to make
known to the Senate the death of the Hon. William Pinkney, which was done
on the 26th of February, 1822, in these few simple words, which contrast
remarkably with the elaborate eulogiums which it is customary in these days
to pronounce in Congress over dead mediocrity or insignificance.

     Mr. President: It has become my painful duty to announce to the
Senate the melancholy fact that my much esteemed and distinguished
colleague is no more. An attempt to excite the sympathies of the Senate for a
loss so great and so afflicting would betray a suspicion of their sensibility and
would do injustice to the memory of him whose loss we must all sensibly
deplore. This chamber, Sir, has been one of the fields of his fame. You have
seen him in his strength. You have seen him the admiration of the Senate;
the pride of his native State; the ornament of his country. He is no more. But
for his friends and relatives there is consolation beyond the grave. I humbly
and firmly trust that he now reposes in the bosom of his God.59

     On the 10th of January he had introduced to the attention of the
Senate a series of resolutions favoring the appropriation of public

lands, for the purpose of education to those States that had not pre-
viously received such an appropriation; and on the 28th of February and the
Ist of March he addressed the Senate, sitting in Committee of the Whole, in
advocacy of those resolutions. His speech was an extended effort, for upon
the first day he spoke one hour and a half and upon the second day one hour.
In the year 1824 we find, by the records of proceedings, that he took active
part in opposition to the new tariff bill, the essential and distinctive feature of
which was the protection of the manufacturing industries of the country from
foreign competition by imposts upon imported goods. This bill embodied what
is known as Mr. Clay's "American System," and its leading principle is yet in
dispute among statesmen though Mr. Lloyd's position is ably defended now by
the leading political economists of the world. He participated in the debates to
which this bill gave origin, and voted against its adoption on its passage,
believing, with all the southern senators, that it was sectional,
unconstitutional and unjust. It passed however, but by very small majorities
in each house.60 During the years 1823 and 1824, with the exception just
noted, Mr. Lloyd appears to have taken little part in the debates, and in fact
his name appears but infrequently in the reports of proceedings. It is probable
he was much absent from his seat, owing to a painful malady with which he



was afflicted and which soon after rendered his resignation obligatory.
     It is in place here to refer to an episode of this period of his life, in which

none of the passions which are engendered by political strife were aroused,
but the most generous feelings of patriotism were awakened in his as in every
bosom. In 1824 Gen. Lafayette being upon a visit to the United States, Gov.
Sam'l Stevens, a native citizen of Talbot county, appointed Colonels Lloyd and
Dickinson, also of this county, his aids in showing to the distinguished visitor
the courtesies of the State of Maryland. Previous to the arrival of Lafayette in
Maryland a public meeting of the citizens of Talbot had been held in Easton, at
which a committee was appointed to draft resolutions of "respectful and
becoming salutation," of which committee Gov. Lloyd was one. This
committee discharged this duty, and the meeting appointed a deputation of
Gen'l Perry Benson, the Hon. Ed. Lloyd and Robert H. Goldsborough, Esq., to
wait on Gen'l Lafayette to present the address and resolutions and the
congratulations of the freemen of Talbot. On the arrival of the State's
distinguished guest at French Town, Gov. Lloyd as representative of the
Governor was the first person to 

be presented to him, and to welcome him to Maryland. He then
accompanied Lafayette to Fort McHenry, to present him to the Governor, who
was awaiting his arrival. We may be sure, if the worthy Governor was at all
deficient in his acquaintance with those forms of politeness- he was never
deficient in those feelings which are the basis of a true courtesy-which the
distinguished Frenchman was familiar with from his residence at the capital of
the most polished people of Europe, Governor Lloyd was able to make all due
compensation.

     On the 25th of January, 1825, he was elected a second time Senator of
the United States, receiving 54 votes while his competitor, the Hon. Ezekiel F.
Chambers, received 34 votes. But he held his seat but a short time longer, for
his malady continued and increased in violence, incapacitating him for the
proper discharge of his duties as Senator. He therefore determined to resign,
and this purpose was announced in the following letter of January, 1826:

To the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Delegates of
Maryland:

    
Gentlemen: I have been prevented by severe and protracted indisposition from taking my

seat in the Senate during the present session; and as I cannot now calculate on doing it for
some weeks, and believing that in the interim questions may come before it important
particularly to this State, I cannot reconcile it with my sense of duty, longer to retain the
appointment. I must, therefore, request the Legislature to accept this my letter of resignation
as Senator of the United States. Permit me to present to you, gentlemen, and through you to
the Legislature the assurance of my high respect.

Ed.  Lloyd

     The Hon. Ezekiel F. Chambers was elected to fill his place, receiving 49
votes in the Legislature, while 34 votes were cast for Gen'l Philip Reed. The



malady which frequently interrupted Col. Lloyd in the discharge of his duties
while in the Senate and which finally enforced his resignation of his seat in
that body, was the gout, attacks of which, painful and protracted, he had
suffered from time to time. Notwithstanding his own active and temperate
habits of life, paroxysms of the disease became so frequent and intense that
he was ever afterwards prevented from participating actively in politics, and
from assuming any public function. But having been honored with the
possession of every office of honor within the gift of the people of his State, he
may well have been content to retire to the seclusion of his home, and to the
management of his fine estate, followed as he was by the respect of his

fellow citizens for the purity of his character and by their gratitude for his
services as a statesman incorruptible and capable.

     Upon a survey of the career of Col. Edward Lloyd (V) the Governor and
Senator, it becomes evident that he was a strict partizan, rarely or never
separating himself from those with whom he early allied himself, the
Republican-Democrats. In saying this there is no impeachment of the
sincerity of his convictions and rectitude of his conduct, though he may
recognize the danger to both of these, as well as the correctness of judgment
upon political questions, of a too rigid fealty to party. In adopting the principles
of Jefferson, as opposed to those of Hamilton, while following his hereditary
impulses as the descendant of Edward Lloyd (1) the Puritan Republican, he
was disregarding the instigations of caste or class, as a member of a well
defined if not a legitimated aristocracy of birth and wealth. This implies
honesty of conviction. But in condemning partizanship, it must not be
forgotten that what is called "independence" has its dangers and its evils as
well. The "independent" may be as abject in his devotion to protest against,
as the most devoted worshipper of conformity to party rule. What is more, the
calcitrating may be, often are, as corrupt in their motives a8 the most
obedient to the party bit, or sensitive to the party whip. Governor Lloyd was a
consistent Democrat, and if he made errors, they were those of the party, and
these may be condoned by the good he and it had done and was doing for our
political development down, at least, to the time when he ceased active
cooperation with it in its purposes and policy. His life as a politician had ended
before the days of Jacksonism, when the moral degradation of his party may
be said to have begun. As the chieftain of this party in the county-a very
different character then from the vulgar "boss" of the present-participating in
all its contests as well as directing its conduct, he was always regarded by his
enemies as a dangerous, but never as a faithless opponent, and by his
followers as a wise but not a wily leader. Being without, as he was above the
affectations of a spurious chivalry, he was nevertheless chivalrous, doing
nothing unworthy of that character either in the coolness of council or in the
ardor of battle. As evidence of this, it may be stated that his antagonists
always spoke of him, arnidst their most violent denunciations of others, with



reserve, and treated him with a respectful deference shown to no other
person of the hostile party. Nor was this owing to his wealth and social station
alone; but it was a spontaneous homage to his true nobility of charac

ter.61    In the broader field of national politics he was not an
inconspicuous figure. He was not forward to assume a leadership, yet he
cannot be said to have been a servile follower of his party chieftains. To be
sure he was a strict partizan, and though generally fighting in line, he was
capable of independent action upon occasions. In the House and in the Senate
he was not frequently heard upon the floor, but when he spoke, a credible
tradition says, he was listened to with an attention which, not wholly due to
the courtesy of those assemblies nor to their respect for his personal
character, must have been secured by the weight of his arguments and his
art in presenting them. Itmustberemembered too, that he spoke to men who
were accustomed to listen to statesmen and orators having a world-wide
celebrity, and therefore little patient of mediocrity. His speeches, as far as
they have been preserved, show an absence of rhetorical fustian, so prevalent
in his day, and the presence of a logical sobriety. If they may not be models of
legislative oratory, they are certainly not examples of legislative bombast or
triviality. But Governor Lloyd was most happy in his oratorical efforts upon the
hustings, or, to use the American locution,"upon thestump." Here he is
represented by those who remember to have heard him, to have been most
effective. The habitual dignity of his bearing was so natural that it captivated
rather than offended the "commonalty," as the plainer people were called at
that day; and if he condescended he won all hearts, by his unaffected grace.
His language without a tinge of vulgarity or coarseness was simple and
temperate, but impressive and never diverted the mind frona the thought to
the medium by which it was conveyed. He spoke with readiness and fluency,
but without vehemence. His statements were clear and direct; his illustrations
apt and original; his arguments ingenious and forcible, and all most easily
comprehensible by ordinary capacities. Such being the characteristics of his
oratory, he was always a welcome gpeaker at popular assemblies.

Traditions of the respectability attaching to the possession of official
station, transmitted from times anterior to the Revolution, had not been
entirely effaced by the appearance in those stations of persons whom it was
impossible to respect; so that gentlemen of social standing and personal worth
were in the early part of this century still covetous of decorations which
though then growing pale yet shone with sufficient lustre to attract their
gaze. The professional politician as he is now seen and known-one of the most
noxious and offensive of the products of our democratic syiitem-was hardly
recognized during the period covered by the public life of Gov. Lloyd. Politics
were rather the amusement than the serious business of gentlemen of the
generation to which he belonged. Not that men of his class were without
political convic- tions which they were earnest enough to have realized in



political practice; but their convictions were always coupled with a wish for the
distinction conferred by official station and the gratifications at- tending party
victory always uncertain enough to give zest to pursuit and men achieved
without so much effort as flatters the victor into the belief that by his own
strength he was winner. And these feelings, which a real solicitude for the
public welfare may have concealed, even from the possessor, were controlling
in drawing men of wealth, character and position from the ease and comfort
of private life into the distractions and conflicts of politics. Politics, as before
mentioned, was rather a diversion than a business, with men of wealth and
leisure, so Gov. Lloyd amused himself with the pursuit of political honors,
regardless of the emoluments of office which were never equal to his
expenditures while in possession, but his more serious and absorbing
avocations were those connected with his private interests--attention to the
management of his large estate of land and negroes, and the promotion of
speculative enterprises promising pecuniary returns- avocations that might be
followed in connection with a proper discharge of public duties. In these
employments he found occupation quite as congenial as the political honors;
for he was but following inherited inclinations, the family having been as
much characterized by business thrift as by ambitious aspirations. His
forefathers had been planters and traders, and he derived from them an
aptitude for the conduct of affairs. His agricultural operations were carried on
upon a grand scale not wholly nor principally under a system of tenantry but
by his own personal supervision and direction, through the intervention of
overseers or farm managers. It was his custom when at home, however
numerous may have been the company of visitors at Wye House, to give the
whole morning of each day to the personal inspection of his many farina, to
giving general, and not seldom specific direction as to the management of the
crops and live stock, and to examine into the condition and conduct of his
'numerous slaves. In his day the culture of grain had entirely superseded the
planting of tobacco, a product that only survived in the patches of the
negroes. He became the greatest as well as the most successful wheat grower
in Maryland. At a period when there was no government agency for the
procuring of improved grains and the testing the adaptability of the different
varieties to soils and climates; and when foreign as well as domestic
intercommunication was not so frequent and direct as now, he as the
wealthiest man of his county and neighborhood, and an enthusiastic farmer
besides, interested himself and used his means to secure the best varieties of
wheat and other cereals, and submitted them to trials under his immediate
supervision, taking risks of failure that others could not prudently do. He was
also deeply interested in the introduction of improved breeds of horses,
horned cattle and sheep. It was through his instrumentality, in large
measure, but not wholly, that some of the best blood of the English stables
was infused into the country bred horses, giving origin to that hardy breed



which distinguishes the county to the present day. In this he was seeking the
gratification of one of his chief pleasures, that of racing, while he was looking
also to pecuniary profit. He was also instrumental in introducing fine horned
cattle, particularly the Durham stock, in or about the year 1823, thus
anticipating a bucolic fashion by some years. Earlier than this, through his
agency were brought in the breeds of fine wooled sheep, particularly the
Merino-a breed which was for a long time highly approved of in this county,
but has entirely disappeared, for what reason it is not known. Living before
the days of that wonderful improvement in farm machinery of which we are
now witnesses and beneficiaries he never- theless adapted all such
implements of farm industry as mechanical ingenuity had then devised, often
to his great loss. Gov. Lloyd was not one of those stationary or retrogressive
farmers who saw in the negro a machine capable of perfornaing all that was
demanded in farm operation--not one who took as little note of the
sensibilities of his slaves as if they were things of springs and wheels, cogs and
levers. On the contrary he was enlightened and progressive, allowing no
improvement in the construction of farm implements-no new invention of
farm ma- chinery to pass unnoticed and untried; and though probably no
senti- mentalist he was not loath, from purely selfish motives, if from no
other, to relieve his slaves from a portion of their burthens by throwing it
upon insensate matter. He was one of the original members of the Maryland
Agricultural Society, at its formation in 1813; and after its

organization he was elected in June of the same year one of the Vice-
Presidents of the General Society.62  As such he was ex officio President of
the Eastern Shore branch of this Society, which still survives as a club of
respectable gentlemen, known now as at first as the "Trustees of the
Maryland Agricultural Society of the Eastern Shore." Gov. Lloyd was an
occasional contributor to John S. Skinner's "American Farmer" of articles upon
agriculture and the cognate arts.

As enthusiastic and diligent a farmer as was Gov. Lloyd, he was not so
absorbed in agricultural pursuits as to be oblivious to the employment of
capital and energy in other lines of industrial enterprise. He became in 1804
one of the original corporators in the Union Bank of Maryland, an institution
still in existence, and in 1805, being a member of the Legislature, he
introduced the bill for the incorporation of the Farmers' Bank of Maryland, of
which institution the Bank at Easton, now known as the Easton National
Bank, was at one time a branch. He became one of the largest subscribers to
the capital stock of this branch bank, and was a member of the first Board of
Directors, elected Aug. Sth, 1806. He continued to act as Director until 1808
when his duties, public and private, required him to decline further election.
Being a public spirited citizen he took part in other enterprises for the
advancement of the State and county and for his own emolument. He easily
saw the great value of the coal lands of Western Maryland and became a



purchaser of a large tract, what is now beginning to show the foresight of the
original owner. It does not appear that he ever engaged in trade, as most of
his ancestors had done, but it is to be noted that after the Revolutionary war,
commerce was essentially changed in character, and planters could no longer
be merchants and bankers. Gov. Lloyd's affairs seem to have been conducted
with good judgment and prudence, and though exceedingly liberal in
expenditure his fortune accumulated, so that he became the Wealthiest of
the "Lloyds of Wye," transmitting to his -numerous children abundant means
not only for the comforts but for the elegancies of life and for the due
maintenance of the social position that had been so long enjoyed by the
family.

His participation in politics and his consequent long sojourning in the State
and National Capitials; his business engagements which fre- quently called
him to the large commercial cities; his very pleasures and pastimes which
were of such nature as drew him from home into the company of strangers,
enlarged an acquaintance, which his family connections and associations
already had made very extensive, with the wealthy, the intelligent, the
refined and fashionable in all the seaboard States; and the courtesies and
kindness which he was sure to receive wherever he went, were returned so
abundantly as to show not only his appreciation of them but his hospitable
disposition. Wye House, when the family was present was ahnost constantly
filled with company who were entertained with an ease and an elegance to be
met with in few houses in Maryland. Here were to be met at all times people
belonging to the first circles of polite society and occasionally personages of
the first distinction in public life, State and National.63  The morning as before
mentioned, he was accustomed to devote to the inspection of his farms, riding
or driving, accompanied by his servant, or to other business engagements. He
returned at midday, and usually took a siesta, after which dinner was served
and the remainder of the day was given up to his family and his guests. His
table was always bountifully and even luxuriously spread, with the products
mostly from his own estates, and its appointments were in a style of richness
and elegance known to but few houses in Maryland, at that day. One of the
forms of ostentation and a favorite one, which the wealth of our ancestors
took was that of silver plate, and his board was garnished by massive services,
transmitted by his predecessors to which additions were made by himself,
that still adorn the table at Wye House, on occasion. With many old and
trained domestic servants, his slaves, attendance was ready without the
gaucheries of inexperience so common in country houses, and withal
respectful and willing.- Gov. Lloyd was eminently companionable, cheerful in
disposition, free in communica- tion, equable in temper, and elevated by a
natural nobility as well as social station, he was free from the control of the
mean or malignant passions. He was dignified in his bearing so as to repel
familiarity, but eminently courteous and devoid of offensive hauteur. Though



no outlaw to the ceremonial code of polite life-though not so unobservant of
the etiquette of the day as to appear singular or agrestic in his manners, he
was nevertheless inclined to disregard those forms and fashions which had
not the sanction of good sense and of that true politeness which has its
foundation in a sensibility to the pleasures of others and a desire to promote
them. It was the rule of his household, never to be broken by any, to offend
no one of the humbler walks by a show of supercilious superiority or
exclusiveness, and he always insisted that his poorer and plainer neighbors,
his tenants and people in his employ should receive such respectful treatment
as should place them at ease and inflict no humiliation. His pleasures were
those of the first gentlemen of his day, and though some of them, if indulged
in now, would receive the condemnation of strict moralists, as, indeed, they
did of the purists and humanitarians of his time, they were thought,
nevertheless, to be at least pardonable in persons of his sphere. In early life
he was fond of following the hounds, and we may suppose he may have
indulged in the pleasure then rare, of deer stalking, as a deer park had been
established by his father upon the Wye town farm, which he himself
maintained for some years but at last abandoned on account of the difficulty
of keeping the deer within their proper enclosure, and the consequent injury
to the grain crops. He kept hounds and hunters, and was not unambitious of
the honors of the chase. He 'was also in early life an enthusiastic cockfighter,
and as such interested in procuring the finest breeds of game fowls; and
though a cocking main was a great delight, the pit was soon abandoned more
on account, perhaps of the objectionable company which assembled around it
than from compunctions as to the barbarity of the sport. One of his favorite
pastimes, when at home in winter, was fowling, opportunities for the
indulgence of which was afforded by the Wye and Chester rivers and the
Eastern Bay, then more frequented by flocks of wild ducks, geese and swan
than at present. Fishing to which the adjacent waters invited- the
employment of the idle and the recreation of the " contemplative man" as it
has been called-did not suit his active temperament and habits, but
occasionally for the diversion of his guests piscatorial excur- sions were made
down the bay in his vessels. Some of these pleasures were abandoned as
years advanced but the gratifications derived from horse-racing were indulged
in as long as life and health permitted. His stables for a long time held some of
the fleetest aniznals, and these were entered at the races held in various
parts of the country. He was a member of Jockey Clubs, and won and lost his
money with as much

equanimity as comported with a proper interest of the contests of the turf.
It is not believed that gaming was practised by him except as an occasional
pastime when at Annapolis or Washington, and then only in deference to
custom. In his house it was unknown. Gov. Lloyd was emphatically a man of
the world, and pretended not to enjoy indugence in the religious sentiment, a



purely subjective pleasure; yet he would not allow that he had discarded the
bonds of religious obligation and observation. He was not devout, but also he
was not irreverent. His partialities were for the Protestant Episcopal Church,
and to this communion he was nominally attached. He lived without being
affected by it through that religious calenture which was set up in the minds
of the people of Talbot by Methodism, a new form of the Puritanism, the first
Lloyd of Wye professed. He was neither polemist nor enthusiast. Of politics as
his greatest and most abiding pleasure, if as such it may be ranked, sufficient
has been said already. Of the pleasures of the table he partook with the relish
of a man of active habits and full vitality, demanding generous food and drink
until warned by affliction to practice abstinence; but he was no epicure much
less gourmand. His rich table was spread and his cellars emptied rather for
others than himself. The gout with which he was long afflicted and which
really shortened his life, after years of much suffering, was rather the
vicarious punishment of the sins of his fathers than the natural retribution for
his own offences against dietetic moderation.

By those who remember him, Gov. Lloyd is spoken of, with unan ity iin as
a remarkably handsome man, of fine figure and pleasing countenance. He was
above the medium height and well developed. His carriage was dignified
without a trace of pomposity and graceful without the affectation of the fine
manners which were the vogue of the day among people of fashion who took
the effusive and demonstrative Frenchman as their model of behavior. His
complexion was fair and ruddy, his hair in youth was light but became
prematurely grey. His eyes were of deep blue and full of vivacity. His
expression of countenance was that of intelligence and frankness-a true index
of his character. His voice, pitched in a low tone, a true mark of breeding, was
full and sonorous, and was sometimes, upon convivial occasions attuned in
song. His enunciation was clear and distinct. There exists of him a minia- ture
taken in his early life. Besides this there is a small portrait in oil by Boardley,
painted from recollection, which is said to be very like him in the maturity of
his powers. Of this there are several replicas in the possession of members of
the family.

In his domestic relations of husband and father Gov. Lloyd was most
happy, as he was most exemplary. Marrying the 30th of Nov. 1797, before he
had come of age, Sally Scott, the daughter of Dr. James Murray of Annapolis,
his infant son, Edward Lloyd (VI) was enabled to participate in celebrating his
arrival at his majority by a show of drinking to his health. From this marriage
came many children, some of whom still survive who cherish his memory as
that of a most affectionate and indulgent father, while numerous
descendants, in several generations, still bearing the impress of his strong
personality, are proud and justly proud of an ancestor so eininent as he was
for his talents and services and so admirable for the possession of those traits
that best adorn human nature. Mrs. Lloyd long survived him, dying in



1854.64
 There must be no omission here of reference to that other domestic

relation that subsisted between Gov. Lloyd and his dependents or slaves, of
whom he was owner of a great niimber-more in fact than he had personal
knowledge of. Those of them who were of his immediate household, or living
upon the Wye House plantation, and therefore in daily contact with him and
his family were most devotedly at tached to him by reason of their
experiencing nothing but kindness at his hands. One of the most touching
scenes was witnessed when he took his departure from home upon his last
journey in pursuit of health. His servants standing upon the banks of Wye,
when he embarked bade him good-bye with sobs and groans more expressive
than words, and watched with tearful eyes the receding vessel as it bore him
away to return no more. His rule over them was mild and considerate, though
necessarily rigid for the sake of discipline. His care of them was kindly ahnost
to affectionateness, though ceaselessly watchful as was requisite. Their labors
were not excessive. They were comfortably housed, fed and clad. They
enjoyed as much freedom of action as comported with the state of servitude
in which they lived. In short, slavery of this class of his servants was of the
mildest and least objectionable character. Those of his slaves who were
remote from his home upon distant plantations, under the care and control of
overseers, often men of rude natures with whom cruelty and discipline were
almost synonymous, may have suffered hardships and ill-treatment---
doubtless they did in many instances. This was incident to their condition and
circumstances, and hence the condemnation which must be

placed upon the institution or system that made this possible or even
irremediable. But from the known character of their owner there is reason to
believe these hardships and this ill-treatment were without his sanction. They
were deplorable but inevitable consequences of their condition, and may not
be justly laid to the charge of a man whose compassionate feelings were even
stronger than those of selfishness, and to whom cruelty was as revolting as it
was profitless.  There was once at Wye House a slave, but not of its master,
who has since acquired great notoriety, if it may not be said celebrity. He was
the property of Capt. Anthony, the steward or bailiff of Gov. Lloyd, of doubtful
parentage, but he afterwards assumed the name of Frederick Douglass.
Escaping from bondage, years after, in 1845, he wrote or it was written for
him, from materials furnished by himself, a book entitled "Narrative of the Life
of Frederick Douglass, an African Slave," which has done much to originate
and perpetuate a belief that barbarities were practiced upon the Lloyd estates.
He exonerates Gov. Lloyd from complicity in these barbarities and placed them
at the doors of his overseers. In his subsequent publications he speaks of him
in terms of great admiration bordering upon veneration.65

     After years of much acute suffering which the best medical art and the



most tender care of an affectionate family could but partially assuage
Governor Lloyd finally succumbed during a paroxysm of his disease on the 2nd
of June, 1834, at the house of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Murray, in the city of
Annapolis, whither he had repaired to place himself under the care of a
physician of celebrity, with the ultimate purpose of going to some of the
Virginia springs for the benefit of the waters. The announcement of his death
at the early age of 54 years, when he should have been most capable of
usefulness to his State and

Country, was received, with unequivocal regret by every citizen of
Maryland and with profound sorrow by his family and friends. His body was
brought across the bay and interred in the family burial ground at Wye House,
where a stone is erected to his memory bearing this simple inscription:

Here lieth interred the
remains of

Col. Edward Lloyd
who was bom the 22nd of July

1779
and departed this life
the 2nd of June 1834.

After the death of Governor Lloyd the journals of the State gave voice to
the general sentiment of regret for his early death, as well as to the general
admiration of his private character and public services. The language of high
eulogium which was employed by the press was thought to be justly merited,
more especially as his best and warmest commendation came from those who
differed from him in politics. From such journals the following extracts are
taken. The Easton Gazette of June 7th, 1834, said:

Died at Annapolis on Monday last, June 2nd, at the house of his brother-in-
law, Henry H. Harwood, Esq.,66 the Hon. Edward Lloyd, of Wye House, in the
55th year of his age. He was an accomplished gentleman who had been called
to fill several high stations both under the State and Federal government and
was one of the most successful practical agriculturists of his time. The social
world will extensively and deeply lament the loss of so distinguished a patron,
whose elegant hospitality was so generally and liberally diffused; whilst the
generous heart will mingle in condolence with the griefs of a charming family
who are sorrowing under the awful bereavement. The remains were conveyed
across the bay on the 3rd and were deposited on the 4th in the family
sepulchral ground at Wye.

The Baltimore Republican , of the 4th of June, quoting from the Baltimore
Patriot, said: The deceased was a favorite son of his native State-he was
elected when very young to the House of Delegates, and successively to all
the highest stations under its government. He bore a conspicuous part on all
political occasions of extraordinary interest, and was as remarkable

for the munificence of his private hospitality as for his public spirit. There



are few whose death will be heard of with more regret by the public and none
could be more deeply lamented by those who knew his fine social qualities and
personal accomplishments.

The Baltimore American said:
Died at Annapolis on Monday morning in the 55th year of his age the Hon.

Edward Lloyd. The various important responsible situations to which the
deceased has from time to time been called by his fellow citizens, and which
from an early age till within a short period he has filled with distinguished
ability, has made his name familiar with his countrymen, and every one
sensible of the estimation in which he was held as a public man. He served
first as a delegate to the General Assembly from Talbot county, and in
succession a member of Congress, Governor of the State, State Senator,
presiding officer of that body, and Senator of the United States. Declining
health induced him ultimately to relinquish public honors that he might enjoy
the endearments of his affectionate family. Alas! how brief and unstable is the
tenure of all that earth can give to mortals. In the various private and
domestic relations of life Col. Lloyd so discharged the duties of his station as to
gather around him and to bind in the bonds of social affection a large circle of
friends and admirers, and in public, the estimation placed by the people upon
his services is best evinced by the frequent calls made upon him to fill the
most elevated dignities. From his sound and discriminating mind and from his
long -acquaintance with public affairs, he has possessed a great and leading
influence in the councils of the State.

 
53. The following extract from an article contained in the Republican Star of June 21st,

1803, written after the nomination of Messrs. Lloyd, Denny, Meluy and Rose for the House
of Delegates. "While we have it in our power to lay before our readers this morning the
result of the Democratic meeting in Talbot county, in the nomination of four persons as
candidates for the next General Assembly, we cannot omit reminding them that the next
election will be by ballot and that the 30 pounds qualification will not be necessary; so that
those citizens whose virtues may entitle them to a free suffrage and who have hitherto
been deprived of their vote by those who call themselves Federalists, can now vote for men
who not only brought forward and procured a free suffrage but who will continue to surport
the law-and be it known that the law would not have been enacted had there been a
majority of Federalists in the Legislature of the State of Maryland."

54. For this fraternizing with the people of his own party at a meeting held at Easton,
Oct. 3d, in celebration of the success of the election, he was sourriously assailed by the
Federal press of the State, in language too coarse for quotations.

55. At this election Mr. Lloyd received 57; Mr. Charles Carroll of Carrollton 16; Mr.
Levin Winder 5; Mr. Benjamin Stoddart 2 votes, and Mr. J. E. Howard 1 vote.

56. The following taken from the Republican Star of Nov. 27th, 1810, may be more
than curious and amusing, as illustrating the social manners and political senti- ment of the
time: "Yesterday Gov. Lloyd took the oaths of office in the Senate Chamber both Houses
attending. It was with sincere gratification we observed his Excellency, cloathed -in the
manufactures of the State. It was a beautiful suit of green, in fineness, softness and
texture equal to imported cloths. The wool was grown upon his own farm and was produced



from merino blood, with which he has lately enriched the State. It is by these means alone
that domestic manufacturers can be encouraged. The heads of departments by wearing
those manufactures lend more than anything else to encourage them. Many persons with a
foolish pride will not wear them because they are not exactly equal to foreign
manufactures; but in this instance a specimen is exhibited in Maryland, equal to any from
the other side of the Atlantic, which at once meets the objection originating from pride and
vanity.  With pleasure we state that this truly patriotic Governor to be a Republican, and
before he obtained the wool of this superior quality, he had cloathed himself (during the
last session) in inferior manufacture, which evinced his patriotism and desire to encourage
America to shake off entirely her dependence upon foreign countries."

57.  These gentlemen of Talbot, all "War Democrats," were elected to the Legislature
Oct. 2d, 1811: James Dorris, Samuel Tennant, James Wainwright and Samuel Stevens, Jr.

58.  I Quoted from Scharf's Hist. Md., Vol. 11, p. 62.
59.  Annals of Congress.
60.  Benton's Thirty Years in the U. S. Senate, Vol. 1, p. 34.
61.  This is exemplified by the manner in which he was spoken of in that coarse but

curious, dramatic lampoon, called 'The Grand Caucus,' written by Dr. Ennalls Martin and
printed in the old Maryland Herald of 1802. In this piece of broad humor and rough wit, all
the notable Democrats of the county were unmercifully ridiculed, but nothing more gross
was said of Col. Lloyd than to call him 'Lord Cock-de-doodle-do' and to represent him as
being fond of game cocks and race horses-an impeachment to which he would most
probably have plead guilty.

62. It is probable he was connected with that other Agricultural Society, the first ever
organized in this county, if not in the State, which was formed in the year 1805. But of this
Society there is no extant record.

63. Among others was the celebrated John Randolph of Roanoke, between whom and
Mr. Lloyd as great an intimacy existed as the eccentricities of this famous man permitted
any one to enjoy with him. Gov. Lloyd happened to be in Baltimore when his unhappy and
invalid friend came to that city driven in his coach and four, and there they met for the last
time. When Mr. Randolph arrived in Philadelphia for the purpose of embarking for Europe,
hearing of the presence in that city of Mr. Edward Lloyd, Jr., (VI) he sent for him, but
before Mr. Lloyd could reach the house this great genius had ceased to exist.

64. The children of Gov. Lloyd were (1) Edward Lloyd sixth of the name. (2) Elizabeth
Taylor Lloyd, who married Edward S. Winder, (3) James Murray Lloyd, (4) Sally Scott
Lloyd, who married Com. Charles Lowndes of the U. S. Navy, (5) Ann Catherine Lloyd who
married Admiral Franklin Buchanan of U. S. Navy, (6) Daniel Lloyd, the father of the
present (1885) Governor of Maryland, and (7) Mary Ellen Lloyd, who married William
Tilghman Goldsborough, late of Dorchester county.<

65. This subject of the relation of the Lloyds of Wye, who were representative of the
class of slave-holders in Talbot county, to the "peculiar institution" will be treated of more
fully in connection with the life of that Edward Lloyd who witnessed the overthrow of
slavery, who was the greatest sufferer, pecuniarily, of any man in Maryland by the act of
emancipation, and who has borne his losses with so great a fortitude and equanimity that
they might, if anything could, command our admiration for a system that has bred such
virtues in a vindicator or to speak more properly in a victim of its faults.

66. This is erroneous. The place of his death is correctly stated above.
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EDWARD LLOYD (VI)
THE FARMER

1798-1861
      When Edward Lloyd the fifth of the name, who was commonly called

Governor, arrived at his majority, the happy event was suitably celebrated at
Wye House by a convivial assemblage of relatives and friends, who in the
midst of their hilarity, after dinner, called for the infant heir to the name and
estate, Edward Lloyd (VI) Jr., who was brought to the table and made to go
through the form of drinking his father's health. He was then more than one
year old, having been born at Annapolis, Dec. 27th,.1798. He was the eldest
son of a large family of children, all of whom at this date (Oct. 1885) are dead
with a single exception, the widow of Admiral Buchanan, who, in a serene and
beautiful old age, still represents the high born graces of the family and the
sterling virtues of her distinguished father. Young Lloyd grew up in the
seclusion of his home, with no other companions than his own brothers and
sisters, or, as unsophisticated youth knows few distinctions, the young
negroes upon the plantation. His early education was at the hand of Mr. Joel
Page a private tutor in the family, who long continued to be an honored and
beloved inmate of Wye House, and who, there ending his days under painful
circumstances, being distracted in mind, was interred in the ancestral burial
ground where a stone is erected to his memory, consecrated by the affection
of more than one generation of the Lloyds. As all his ancestors had been
farmers or planters, young Lloyd seems to have been predestined to the
avocation of a tiller of the soil. Under the erroneous impression that the
agriculturist is not benefited by higher education, or rather condemning, as he
justly might do, the sciolism or pedantry of the college bred men of his day,
his father neglected to give him the advantages of even that poor training and
culture which could be obtained in the superior schools of the time. Young
Lloyd did, however, feel some inclination to prepare himself for a professional
life, and actually began his studies in the city of Philadelphia; but these, being
interrupted by a severe attack of illness, were never renewed. It would have
been no waste of time, money and labor, if he had taken courses of
instruction in law, medicine and divinity, as preparatory to the avocation to
which hereditary custom had destined him; for the learning of each of these
would have been of value to the great planter who was required by the
circumstances of his position as slave holder to perform the functions of jurist,
doctor and priest upon his domain and among his dependents. While Mr. Lloyd
missed those refined and delightful pleasures which flow from the cultivation
of polite letters and the pursuits of science, he was not without compensation



in his escape from their enervating influences, for while acquiring the
elements of a good sound education in English letters and the principles of
such knowledge as can be made applicable to the common practical affairs of
life, the most masculine forces of his mind and traits of character were free to
develop in all their healthy vigor and natural nobility. In short his education,
falling in with his inclinations or aptitudes and circumstances, made him not
the scholar weighed down with "wise saws and modern instances"-dreamy,
speculative, hesitating, timid from very excess of knowledge-but the
thoroughly equipped man of affairs, courageous, ready, full of resources,
capable of reading life's lessons of wisdom written in its most obscure dialect,
of solving life's problems involved to the last degree of intricacy, unraveling
life's syllogisms in her most entangled "logic of events," and reducing in the
crucible and alembic of experience the most refractory of life's materials.
There is other learning than that taught in the schools, however high, and
this Ed. Lloyd acquired in the school of experience.

     Arriving earlier than usual at a period in life, when the vacant pleasures
of youth cease to satify the mind and occupy the hours, be became desirous
of serious and profitable employment and so, at his request, he was placed in
charge of a large plantation of his father's. Marrying soon after, his father built
for him the beautiful house at Wye Heights now occupied by David C. Trimble,
Esq., and there he settled down to the serious work of life which was never
pretermitted until life's close. There he continued to reside until the death of
Gov. Lloyd, when he removed to Wye House, and Wye Heights became the
home of Danied Lloyd, Esq., his brother. There, too, he may be said to have
served his apprenticeship under that most able master in geoponies,- his
father. In the conduct of this and other large tracts he displayed those
qualities, and later acquired those habits which characterized him as the
greatest farmer of the State of Maryland. Reared in affluence he became
frugal; growing up in ease and idleness be became laborious and industrious;
accustomed to every pleasure which wealth could purchase or parental
partiality bestow he became abstinent from or inoderate in the indulgence of
the customary enjoyments of youthful life, and to the greatest freedom of
action, he became circumspect, self-restrained as regards his own conduct,
and masterful of the conduct of those subject to his control-that is to say, as
he was able to govern himself so he was able to govern others. In this
apprenticeship at Wye Heights he acquired that training which qualified him to
manage in after life, with wonderful skill the larger estate of both land and
slaves that fell under his care at the death of his father or that he acquired by
his own economy, prudence or acuteness.

     Without being too precise in its definition, it may be well enough to
note that the period embraced within the experience of Col. Edward Lloyd (VI)
the typical farmer of this section of Maryland, was pretty distinctly marked off
in the industrial history of Talbot county. It extended from the time when the



agricultural revolutionfrom tobacco culture to grain growing-from planting
properly so called to farming- had been fully completed; through the years of
a rude and wasteful husbandry when the rearing of the cereals received the
almost exclusive attention of our farmers; down to the beginning of that great
epoch, which is marked in our industrial history by the introduction of
improved machinery, the use of artificial fertilizers, but more distinctly still by
the change of our system of labor. When Edward Lloyd, Jr., commenced his
farming operations the rearing for market of tobacco, once the great staple
and indeed currency of the province and State, after a gradual decline of more
than fifty years, had wholly ceased. It had merely a survival to use the
phraseology of the sociologists of this day, in the small patches of the negroes,
who planted a little for their own uses. The adaptation of the soil of Talbot to
the growth of grain, its presumed want of adaptation to the rearing of cattle,
the proximity of the county to the first flour market of America or perhaps in
the world coupled with the facilities of each farmer for the shipment of his
products from his own door, probably a growing perception of the
impoverishment of his lands, had expelled the "sot weed" (its "factors" had
long since gone) from the fields and barns, caused the warehouses for its
storage to go to decay, and deprived the inspectors of their vocation. Edward
Lloyd, Junior, long so called, became a great grain grower, and labored
successfully, when so many failed, through the long and weary years of
agricultural depression, extending from about 1820 to his death in 1861-
years when the rewards of farm industry were so small and the wants of a
growing civilization were so disproportionately great-years when poverty
seemed to be the lot of the small farmer, and debt that of the large-years,
too, when, in the midst of social and political unrest all seemed to be so dazed
and blinded as to be incapable of seeing the cause why their fertile fields
yielded but the crops of sterility and their labor and economy were paid with
the wages of sloth and wastefulness. During this period the value of lands in
Talbot County declined, and population diminished or was stationary.67 It is
much to the credit of Edward Lloyd the farmer, that under these depressing
circumstances, -for it must be borne in mind that he was affected as sensibly
by them as others were, if not more seriously-he was able to maintain the an-
cient repute of the family for wealth, when it seemed upon the verge of
destruction, to disburden his estate of a heavy debt left charged upon it by his
father, to aid his brothers when involved in pecuniary difficulties, and even to
add largely to his wealth both in land and slaves.

     The fanning of Col. Lloyd was conducted on a great scale, for he
cultivated thousands of acres, and with a method which was as admirable as
it was necessary for success. The system of tenantry, the occupant paying a
proportion of the products, called by the French agrinomists, the systems
metayer , which prevailed in this county, had not his approval as being
entirely too favorable to the land renters, and often disastrous to the land



owners; but while his estate was divided into many sepa- rate farms, each
independent of the other, he kept the whole under his mediate or immediate
direction and supervision. Each farm had its overseer, a white man, with its
own gang of slaves, while the whole of them was under a bailiff or steward,
who reported to him as master and chief. But he was not content with this,
for he was unremitting inhis personal attention, visiting each daily, if possible,
giving general directions as to its tillage and management, looking after the
welfare of his slaves, administering to their wants, or ordering punishment for
offences against discipline. This involved much personal labor, for the
accomplishment of which he was early in his saddle. Whether guests were in
his house or not he made his rounds in company with his steward and
returned to dine with his family in the afternoon. The remainder of the day
was given to social enjoyment, or attention to such business as should be
discharged in his office. He was of the class of gentlemen farmers-a class
which it has been and still is the privilege and profit of this county to possess,
giving dignity to an avocation too commonly thought to be suggestive of
rudeness and rusticity only, refining the manners of our people prone to
become agrestic, and maintaining a standard of honor in our social as well as
business lift---but he was a gentleman farmer, not in the sense of being one
who amused himself with rural occupations as a pastime, and evaded the
labors, responsibilities and annoyances of the husbandman, but in the sense
of being one, who, not laboring with his hands upon his estate, was
nevertheless assiduous in his attention to his business, careful in directing its
greater or more important operations, giving personal attention to the
condition of his dependents, looking closely after his own personal interests,
yet finding time or taking it, for the cultivation of those amenities and graces
which give to life its greatest charm, and for indulgence in those pleasures,
without which "weary, stale, flat and unprofitable, seem all the uses of this
world." He was eminently a practical farmer, not given to trying experiments,
yet not following old methods for the sake of consistency; having no
agronomic theories to establish, but observing close that he might form rules
for his own guidance. Not contemrling the laws of good husbandry which the
experience of others or of himself had shown to be of value, he was suspicious
of novelties, however highly recommended, knowing that in farming there is
learned ignorance and that charlatanry has there as ample a field for its
deceptions as in any other department of human effort. He did not believe
there was any cryptic husbandry by which his broad acres could be converted
at once into Hesperidean gardens, producing golden fruit, nor that there
existed any bucolic catholicon to lard the lean ribs of half-fed cattle. Scientific
farming, so-called, with its analyses of soils and their products, with its test
tubes and scales, its alembies and retorts, with its ammonias, its phosphates
and its potash salts, was looked at askance; not as denying, but as doubting,
not as condenming, but as suspecting. Slow to change his method of culture,



hesitating to accept innovations upon established usages, suspicious of
newfangled implements which the ingenuity of the North and West was
inventing under the stimulus of labor scarcity, and was pressing on the
attention of the less crafty South-crafty in the old and honorable sense--
where the like necessity for such devices did not exist, in the same degree, at
least, the whole economy of his farms was decidedly conservative, as it is best
all farming should be. If success be the meas- ure of skill in any calling,
certainly Colonel Lloyd deserved to be regarded as one of the best farmers of
Maryland; for his wealth increased while that of others diminished-he
prospered while others in like circumstances failed, falling into
embarrassments and poverty. And this success was won, not by happy good
luck in outside and hazardous ventures, but by his ability and diligence in his
own legitimate business.

     A few words with reference to Colonel Lloyd's management of his
numerous slaves may with propriety supplement this account of his farming.
Slavery on his estate differed from the slavery that existed almost everywhere
else in the county, in this, that it was plantation rather than domestic slavery,
to use terms of differentiation that here need not be explained. Owing to the
great extent of that estate and the great number of slaves upon it, it was
necessary to divide them by placing gangs or groups made up mostly of
families upon each farm. These gangs were under overseers, and lived in
quarters, a kind of barracks, or where there were families in separate cabins.
The greater portion of those thus situated seldom came in communication
with their master or his family, indeed many of them were as unknown to
him as he was to them. There was therefore small opportunity for him to
become acquainted with their grievances or unusual wants, and an
impression became current that these grievances were unredressed and those
wants unsupplied. That much hardship was silently endured is probable and
there may have been even instances of cruelty at the hands of the rude men
over them, but not with the consent, much less at the instance of the
master. For the maintenance of due discipline a rigid regimen was absolutely
necessary, and often without doubt the rules which were proper and mfld in
themselves were enforced by the overseers in so harsh a manner as to give
grounds for a belief that the burdens of slavery, never and nowhere light and
easy to be borne, on those portions of Col. Lloyd's estate which were not
immediately and constantly under his eye, were rendered more heavy and
galling than he wished them to be, or than they were elsewhere in the
county. It must be remembered too, that even deserved punishments when
inflicted by a private hand, and not by the unimpassioned arm of the law, are
apt to be regarded as cruel, even when they are milder than those judicially
inflicted; and that labors unrewarded by wages are considered as severe and -
crushing, which to the compensated worker would be felt as moderate ,or
easily endured, It should be mentioned, also, that inasmuch as it had been



the immemorial custom of the Lloyd's of Wye, rarely or never, departed from,
to sell no negroes from their plantations, the number of the idle and the
vicious, deserving severity of treatment, was greater upon their estates than
where the masters, by disposing of the incorrigible or criminal of their gangs
to the Southern dealers, rid themselves of a class of slaves whose discipline
required rigorous methods that savored of cruelty. As Col. Lloyd was a
humane man, and kindly in all other relations, if he was harsh and cruel in his
relations of master to his slaves, a relation which appealed in many ways to
his leniency, and in an especial manner to his compassion, he must have
been vio- lating his own nature and customary impulses, a thing not to be
believed. But to close what may be said upon this subject, it may be stated
that his slaves were reasonably well housed, well clothed, well fed, not over
worked, and cared for in sickness and in old age; yet, it must be confessed,
that they enjoyed few luxuries, and but little of that dolce far niente so
delightful and so natural to the negro-nor did any slaves anywhere enjoy
them, except the "curled darlings" of the household." 68

     The circumstance of the observance of the family custom of selling no
negroes taken in connection with the prolificacy of the race, which a state of
servitude instead of impairing seems to have promoted, caused a rapid
multiplication of slaves upon the estate so that they began to be profitless to
the owner. In order to remedy this evil of over population, and that other of
the retention around him of the vicious and idle, Col. Lloyd purchased in 1837
a large plantation in Madison county, Mississippi, and thither he removed,
first, those who expressed a willingness to go--for he gave to the industrious
and tractable the option to go or stay-and subsequently those whose conduct
was such as to merit the punishment of transportation to this his penal
colony, taking care, in the cases of the former, or deserving, not to separate
families. It will thus be seen that he adopted a scheme for his own relief
which had been adopted by civil governments under like embarrassments.
This plantation at first quite remunerative, was ravaged by the war, and for
long after rendered valueless by emancipation, but it is pleasant to know that
it has again become profitable to Edward Lloyd VII, the present owner.69 

     The Lloyds of Wye from the time of the coming into the province of
Maryland of the first Edward had always taken an active and conspic- uous
part in public affairs, and therefore, tit may be supposed, Edward Lloyd the
sixth of the name felt it incumbent upon him too, not with standing his want
of predilection for, if it may not be said, his want of adaptation to political life,
to assume the burdens and, in appearance at least, to covet the honors of
civic station. He may have felt in some degree the instigations of an inherited
propensity or it may have been a sense of obligation to the sovereign people,
like that which bound the ancient nobility to assume their arms at the
command of the king, that impelled him to take part in our civic contests. It is
difficult to resist nature; ahnost as difficult to resist custom. Col. Lloyd had



few of those qualities of mind and character which make the politician, using
that term in the opprobrious which is the common sense of the term. He
could not use the politician's methods of action or thought. He knew nothing
of his trickeries and frauds, nothing of his deceptions, pretenses and
compromises with the truth and the right. He was as upright in his political
conduct as he was sincere in his political convictions. If he was sometimes at
fault in his opinions, as he most assuredly was, he never erred in his manner
of asserting and defending them, he

Whose armor was his honest thought
And simple truth his utmost skill.

     He made no claim to higher statesmanship, but was content to follow
the foot steps of accredited leaders, for he was a strict partisan, and possessed
the very equivocal merit of never differing from his party, at least so far as to
oppose it in word or action. He inherited his attachment to the democratic
party from his father, but this attachment was strengthened with the years,
by a belief that in the supremacy of that party lay not only the national
welfare but the security of his property in slaves. Pride is humiliated when it is
discovered how many opinions which have been thought to have their origin
in right reason may be traced to a selfish interest or even more ignoble
source. Col. Lloyd probably never felt this hurniliation, but he lived long
enough to see that some of the doctrines of his party which were thought to
afford the best defence of his peculiar property when pushed to extreme were
the indirect causes of its obliteration. His first appearance on the political field
was as delegate to the convention that nominated Mr. Van Buren, and then
as presidential elector in the contest in 1836 between that distinguished
gentleman and the more distinguished Mr. Clay. Mr. Lloyd gave assistance
rather by weight of character and liberal pecuniary aid than by campaign
oratory and electioneering devices, for he was not a ready speaker nor skilful
schemer. The whigs were successful in the county by a very considerable
majority, and carried the State, but their great chieftain was not elected
president. He was again upon the electoral ticket in 1840 when Mr. Van
Buren was a second time the democratic candidate for the presidency with
Gen'l Harrison as his opponent. This ticket was again defeated in Talbot as in
the State at large, and Mr. Van Buren lost his seat which was filled by a much
weaker man and less astute politician. In the year 1843 there was much
agitation in Maryland respecting the payment of the "direct tax" which had
been imposed for the purpose of meeting the interest upon the debt incurred
for the construction of "internal improvements." A verv considerable number
of citizens of this county opposed the col lection of this tax, and among them
was Col. Lloyd, who most severely felt the impost. As the law provided that
this "direct tax" should be collected by the same officers that collected the
county taxes, and as there was resistance or refusal to pay the former so



there was omission to pay the latter. There resulted much embarrassment at
the county fise. A public meeting was called first to protest against the
collection of the State assessment, and second to devise means for the relief
of the county treasury. At this meeting Col. Lloyd was present, and he was
appointed one of a committee to confer with the county commissioners. No
more need be said here of this humiliating passage in our State and county
history. Our ship of State barely steered clear of the rocks of repudiation upon
which some seemed bent upon driving her. It is difficult to believe that Col.
Lloyd was one of these. It is reasonable as well as charitable to suppose he
was unconscious of the danger that lay in her course. This is only another
instance of honorable men falling into errors when their political conduct is
directed by a different moral compass from that they employ for their
guidance in their private affairs. In the year 1850 and for some years
previously the question of calling a convention for a reform of the constitution
of the State had been much discussed, and in May of this year a vote of the
people was taken to determine whether such a convention should assemble.
The vote was very small, indicating much indifference, not one half the
electors casting their ballots; but the result was favorable to the call of a
convention. Nominations by both the parties were made and those of the
Democratic party were Messrs. Edward Lloyd, Morris 0. Colston, S. P.
Dickinson and Cornelius Sherwood. They were elected by a very large
majority. At the organization of the convention Col. Lloyd was honored with a
handsome vote for the president but failed of his election. He was not
prominent in the debates of this body but that deference was shown to his
opinions upon the different subjects that came before it, which was due to his
good judgment upon organic law. After his election as a delegate to the
convention, namely in October, 1850, he was, without opposition, elected
State senator for Talbot and served during the years 1851 and 1852,
succeeding the Hon. Sam'l Hambleton. Over this body he presided as
president with the diginity and courtesy of the inbred gentleman and the tact
and intel- ligence of the trained parliamentarian. It is believed that after the
expiration of his term of service in the senate he never consented to be a
candidate for any office, and gave no more attention to politics than his duty
as a citizen required him. Before his death in 1861 the terrific storm that had
been gathering in the political sky for many years, and had given warning of
its approach by its frequent thunders, broke with all its devastating forces
upon the devoted nation, threatening to rend it into fragments. He did not
live to see it in all its maddened fury, much less to witness after it had paved
over all its ravages. He is thought to have been in hearty sympathy with the
insurgents of the South; but it is impossible to believe he was incapable of
foreseeing the consequences of the great rebellion to the institution for whose
preser- vation that rebellion was raised, by those so infatuated as not to know
that the first gun of the war was the signal for the destruction, sooner or



later, of slavery. But he may have indulged the hope of many patriotic citizens
that even after the first overt act some solution would be found of solving the
problem reconciling national integrity with a perpetuation of the cause of the
existing discord and distractions hope which, as is now seen, was vain and
irrational. It is due to him to say that he did not render himself obnoxious to
the government or its partisans in Talbot by any positive acts of disloyalty,
though no man would have been more excusable from a southern point of
view.

     Col. Lloyd was nominally a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
but like most of the Lloyds of Wye, he took little interest in its spiritual or
temporal affairs. He respected its ministers, revered its doctrines and paid its
dues, but neglected its ordinances, though not its moral precepts. Immersed
in business he found time for but few of the social pleasures, other than those
of a retired and domestic life. In his manners he was dignified and polished,
but unaffected, easy and affable; inviting friendliness but repelling intimacies.
He was frank, kindly and hospitable. A liberal scale of living was maintained at
Wye House, but the lavish hospitality of his father was restricted to more
moderate limits. While its doors were still opened to "welcome the coming and
speed the parting guest," and while its board spread its generous regale, it
could not be said, as was said of it in the days Governor Lloyd, in rustic
compliment, meant to be superlative, that it was the most frequented
hostelry of the county.70 Col. Lloyd was of medium height, compactly built, of
ruddy countenance, and a generally pleasing rnien. No portrait of him exists.
He married Nov. 30, 1824, Miss Alicia, daughter of Mr. Michael MeBlair,
merchant of the city of Baltimore. This lady dying in 1838, left five children, of
whom the present master of Wye House, Edward Lloyd, seventh of the name
is the eldest. Col. Lloyd, after the death of his wife in 1838, remained
unmarried and died at his home, Aug. 11, 1861, where he was buried in
accordance with his injunctions as expressed in his will, "plainly, privately,
without parade or preaching,"71 and where a monument with simple
inscriptions has been erected to his memory. 

67.   From 1820 to 1860, according to the United States census, the population of
Talbot increased in 40 years but 406 persons. From 1820 to 1840, in 20 years, it diminished
1,299 persons. From 1860 to 1880, in 20 years, it increased 3,630 persons.

68. This is a subject of so much delicacy that in this connection it cannot be pursued
further: but it is hoped time and opportunity will be found for a consideration of the whole
subject of slavery, as it existed in Talbot county, when occasion will be taken to correct and
rebuke many of the misapprehensions which a hyperaesthesial humanitarianism has
indulged and many of the misrepresentations of a malicious or ignorant prejudice has
invented and promulgated.

69. It may be well enough to say that in 1857 and 1858 he made large purchases of
land in Arkansas and Louisiana which have since been disposed of. In trans- porting his
slaves in 1837, he took them in his own sloop across the bay to Annapolis and then placed
them in wagons. In these they were conveyed to Mississippi, he accompanying them in



person, to secure their safety and comfort. Mr. Lloyd bought lands in Talbot also, and
among them were properties on Choptank, and the estates of his brothers, Mr. Murray and
Mr. Daniel Lloyd.

70.  Or to use the common mode of expressing the same sentiment which was meant
to be complimentary. "Governor Lloyd entertained more strangers at his house than Sol.
Low at his tavern in Easton." This Sol. Low was a prince of  Bonifaces.
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EDWARD LLOYD (VII)

 MASTER OF WYE HOUSE
1825-1907

     For evident reasons peculiar difficulties oppose the compilation of the
lives of living persons. So great are these difficulties that many of the best
biographical compendiums exclude accounts of those who have not finished
their course. But in order to give a certain completeness, to this series of
papers it is necessary to say something of the present representative of the
Lloyds, Edward Lloyd, Seventh of the name, who may be denominated the
Master of Wye House. What shall be done in this emergency of having to
speak of a man face to face, as it were, and speak truly, "nothing extenuate
nor sit down aught in malice," must necessarily be to give but a sketch, mere
outlines without shading or coloring from the literary artist; for to attempt
more than to men- tion the principal incidents of the life of Col. Lloyd, without
comment or reflection upon them would be running the risk of offending his
modesty by praise, or his pride by censure, either of which would be violations
of the proprieties. Offence may be given to a man of sensibility ahnost as
easily by panegyric as by disparagement. It is agree- able to all to be well
spoken of, but accompanying the pleasure of praise is the painful distrust of
its being wholly merited; and as for blame, it can hardly be meted out so
justly that the subject will feel that he has got merely his due. Edward Lloyd
(VII), the son of Edward Lloyd (VI), the fariner, and Alicia McBlair, was born in
the house of his maternal grandparents in the city of Baltimore on the 22d
day of October, 1825, the eldest of five children and the only son that
attained majority. His early edu- cation was conducted by tutors, but when he
arrived at proper age he was placed under the care of the Rev. Dr.
Muhlenburg at College Point, near Flushing, in the State of New York. By this
eminent instructor he was prepared for college and he was entered at
Princeton, New Jersey; but as his preference lay in the direction of a life of
activity he did not complete the prescribed course. He proposed to himself the
following of the calling of his forefathers, that of the farmer, and soon after
leaving college he took charge of one or more of his father's farms, living at "
Presq'ile " formerly the residence of Mr. Murray Lloyd, his uncle. Since that
time he has given himself unremittingly to the duties of his avocation, with
occasional diversions into poli- tics, which seems to be at the present the
principal amusement of country gentlemen, as they afford a substitute for the
excitements of the fox-hunt and the horse-race, and like those sports have
they a pretended utility. Those who follow the hounds claim that they are
destroying noxious vermin; those who patronize the turf that they are
improving the breeds of horses; so politics are pursued under the thin disguise
of solicitude for public welfare. As those sports have been in great measure
abandoned by self-respecting men, there is dangerpolities may also be



forsaken by the same class and for the same reasons, namely, their
disreputable associations and their discreditable methods. So noble a pursuit
as politics, in its best sense, should confer honor upon and not receive it from
any man, however worthy, who follows it; but that Col. Lloyd and men like
him still participate in the pastime or the game as it is played is the cause of
its maintaining a respectability which would otherwise be lost.

     The first appearance of Mr. Edward Lloyd, Jr., in a public capacity
however, was as a military man. In the year 1846, when he had barely
attained his majority, the Mexican war broke out, under circumstances far
from creditable to the nation; but as men have not yet lost the propensities of
their savage ancestors, or even their more remote brutal progenitors, when
blood is once shed, the ravening madness seized them, so at this time upon
the reception of the news from the frontier of a collision of Texans and
Mexicans, a rage out of all proportion with the puny object exciting it,
possessed the people of the United States. In Maryland, Talbot of course
included, the militia was organized, the roll of officers eliminated of the old,
feeble or incompetent, military companies were formed, the minds of our
sober citizens were wrought up to a condition of warlike enthusiasm by the
orators and journals, and then the pride and pomp and circumstance of
glorious war was travestied upon this narrow field. Mr. Lloyd formed a
company in his own neighborhood of which he became captain, but soon he
was placed upon the staff of Brigadier-General Tench Tilghman. He was
promoted to the rank of major and served as aide to Major-General Handy.
Subsequently he was commissioned colonel by Governor Thomas, and served
upon his staff during his official term. He was not called upon to perform
active service in Mexico, but no one doubts that there would have been
willingness if there had been necessity for him to do so.

     In the next year, 1847, his political career began, for he was brought
forward, and this before he had reached the legal age for such a position, as a
candidate for a seat in the lower house of the General Assembly by the
democrats of Talbot with whom, like his father and grandfather, he was in
political sympathy, the laws of heredity thus seeming to control means,
opinions and actions as well as their bodily traits or features. He probably
accounted it an honor to be elected, as he certainly was complimented by
receiving a larger vote than either of his associates upon the swne ticket, Mr.
Daniel Leonard and Mr. Benj. M. Bowdle. At the same election the Hon. Philip
F. Thomas, of Talbot, was chosen governor. The campaign in this county was
exceedingly spirited. As it had been determined in the previous year, 1846, by
popular vote that the General Assembly should meet biennially instead of
annually as hitherto, there was not another election until 1849, when Col.
Lloyd (for by this time he had received the accolade of colonel) was again
chosen, still leading his ticket and thus winning popularity. At the session that
followed he had for his associates in the lower house Mr. I. C. W. Powell and M



r. William Spry Denny, while Colonel Samuel Hambleton, then a whig,
represented the county in the Senate. Young as he was in years, his duties as
a legislator appear to have been per- formed in a manner satisfactory to his
constituents, and that he aided in affecting those measures which resulted in
the restoration of the credit of the State, then sadly shaken, must be a
matter of self-gratulation. This brief experience in political life was apparently
sufficient to satisfy his aspirations for public station-at least for many years
following. Though taking no active or prominent part in the operations of
party management, be was, amidst the absorbing cares of his estate, an
intelligent observer of the movements of public affairs, and of the efforts
made to control them. But his was not the interest of the curious or amused
spectator of the incidents of the political drama as it was played before him.
Indeed events were occurring which compelled attention, as prelusive to that
great tragedy that a few years later was presented to the awe-stricken world.
Politics among men of the south, so circumstanced as Col. Lloyd, during the
period under consideration, say from 1850 to 1860, aroused an intensity of
interest which could not have originated in that vague apprehension of injury
to the general prosperity or well-being which change of party or policy
arouses, but in the well-defined fear that private interests would suffer by the
loss of the dominance which one section of the Union under every admin-
istration however named, had exercised. It was not until after the great
earthquake which shook the nation to its centre and threatened to rend it
asunder, which did actually change the face of the social structure and engulf
vast properties, that he suffered himself to be brought forward as the
candidate of his party for any position. In the year 1873 he consented to
serve as the candidate of the democrats for the State Senate. He had for his
competitor Mr. James M. Cowgill, a republican whose opinions were as
unequivocal as his own. Col. Lloyd was successful in his canvass and took his
seat in a body which so many of his ancestors had adorned. He was made
chairman of the committee on finance. After serving his term in accordance
with party custom, and not less in accordance with party expediency, he was
in 1877 again nominated for the State Senate, and elected over his
republican opponent, Mr. Reuben Tharp. Upon meeting, Col. Lloyd was chosen
president of the Senate, receiving the full vote of his party, and having no
opponent. It would be super- fluous to say of one in whom courtesy, dignity
and ability are native, that he displayed all of these qualities while occupying
the chair of presiding officer of this respectable body. In the year 1883, so
evenly was the county divided between the two parties that it was necessary
for the democrats to nominate candidates of character, capacity and
popularity, and in as much as Col. Lloyd had served two years in the Senate
most acceptably and capably, and in as much as no man was more justly
esteemed, he was placed upon the ticket, having Messrs. Philip Francis
Thomas and Joseph Bruff Seth as his associates. These gentlemen were



elected. With Mr. I. Davis Clark, a republican, as Sena- tor, the county and
people of Talbot have seldom been more ably repre- sented than in the
Assembly of 1884. Since the completion of his term in the House of
Delegates, Col. Lloyd has held no official position under county or State
government, but he is regarded as a leader of  his party in Talbot and in
Maryland, and as such has served on executive He conunittees for the
management of campaigns and like services. has labored assiduously to
maintain the supremacy which his party has long held and now holds, though
with somewhat uncertain tenure, a supremacy which would be more tolerable
to its opponents and more creditable to its adherents if it were maintained by
such expedients only as he may be presumed to approve and not by such as
the vulgar "bosses," to use the slang of the day, devise. If the national
administration, now in power, would appoint him to some office of emolument
and responsibility, it would go far to confirm the impression it is desirious of
making upon the popular mind, that it wishes rather to secure the services of
capable and honorable men than to reward political followers and "workers,"
and it would also serve, in no small measure, to disarm those most apt to
criticise its conduct in the selections of the government agents or officers.

      Col. Lloyd is now the largest farmer in Talbot county, as were his father
and grandfather, from whom he inherited both his lands and skill in
cultivating them before him. But those ancestors left him also an inheritance
of debt, in the form of charges to heirs and other obligations, for the payment
of which he has labored with most admirable assiduity and financial ability,
though the burden for them has been rendered doubly heavy by the loss of
his slaves and the long desolation of his southern property, which slaves and
property together constituted so large a share of his fortune. He is said to
have possessed before the war, in Maryland and Mississippi as many as 700
negroes, young and old, which at a valuation of 500 dollars per poll were
worth 350,000 dollars. His southern plantations for many years were utterly
valueless. His great loss he bore with an equanimity most admirable-with a
fortitude really heroic. The conduct of men under such emergencies as those
to which he was subjected by the war and its consequences, furnish the true
indicia of character. For reasons already intimated or expressed, all cannot be
said that might and ought to be said of Colonel Lloyd under the peculiarly
trying, nay, the exasperating circumstances of the loss of his slaves and the
desolation of his land. One who was in his company at the crisis of his
suffering, said that on the very day when his field hands left their work at the
call of the recruiting officers and marched in a body down to the transport
steamer lying in Miles river at Ferry-landing, he was calrn and composed,
talked of everything else than of what was occurring or had just occurred on
his estate, or spoke of it without reproach or abuse of the government which
had commanded, or of its officers who were committing, or of its adherents
who were defending what he considered an. outrage upon his private rights;



without railing at the black men who were deserting under promise of liberty;
without repining over his misfortunes; and without indulging in gloomy
anticipations of the dark future.

     To this may be added that the self control and mental poise he then
displayed were maintained through the tempestuous times of the rebellion,
when, with less cause, many men were so unbalanced that they have not yet
regained their equilibrium of judgment or their tranquillity of feeling. Again: It
is known upon most competent authority, that he, in those hours of trial,
resisted at once the promptings of revenge insti- gating retaliation for the
wrongs he believed he had suffered; the suggestions of self-interest, always
whispering at the ears of those who may be tempted by opportunity; and the
guidance of legal counsel not always as nice in its interpretations of the moral
as it is of the civil law:  for when smarting under the pecuniary losses and
when vindictiveness towards those who had caused them, as he thought, had
an apology; when circumstances favored the disburdening himself of
obligations to those who destroyed the value of this property for the purchase
of which those obligations had been incurred, and who thus destroyed their
own security for their payment; when the learning of lawyers, the kind- ness
of friends and the malice of partisans united to advise the repudiation of the
debts of his father to northern men, he scornfully rejected all such
suggestions, reaffirmed the validity of pledges and paid them in full. Further
words would be superfluous, if not impertinent.

     With regard to Col. Lloyd in his relation of master to his slaves, what
was said of his father might be repeated of him. No change of circumstances
had rendered necessary a change in the regime of the plantation that the
experience of years had sanctioned with approval; and there was no such
difference in the character of the two masters as to justify a belief that the
disciplinary rules were administered differently under the younger, from what
they were under the elder Lloyd. As evidence of the kindly feeling that
subsisted between the slaves and their master, or at least, as evidence that
the negroes, whose softness of temper dis- qualifies them for harboring
resentments, retained no vindictiveness towards their former owner, and that
the justness and benevolence of his mind entertained no animosities towards
those who had deserted him, and disowned his right to their services, it may
be noted, that after emancipation and the close of the war, when each freed
man might go where he listed and serve whom he pleased, many of Col.
Lloyd's former slaves particularly those of his immediate household who knew
him best, remained in his employ, or returned to their old houses upon his
farms as hired laborers. Still others now look to him as their friend and adviser
in all emergencies of a personal nature.

     Col. Lloyd is in person rather above the medium height, robustly built,
with florid countenance, light hair, and grey eyes. He is yet in full and
vigorous life (1885) and though years have xnultiplied, much of the



enthusiasm of youth remains. Amidst the good wishes of everyone he is
striving-it is hoped and believed successfully striving- with courage and skill,
industry and economy to rebuild his fortunes shattered by the war, and to
maintain the ancient dignity of his family. Wye House, to which he removed
after the death of his father, retains all its beauty and stateliness without, and
all its social graces and charm- ing hospitality within. Changes, there have
been, but in its master there have been preserved what is best-those
ancestral traits that have marked the Lloyds of Wye for many generations---
elevation of character, amiability of disposition united with a refinedsimplicity
of manners.72

     In the year 1851 Col. Lloyd married Miss Mary Key, the daughter of
Charles Howard, Esq., of Baltimore, a lady of excellent lineage and no less
excellent qualities, who is the mother of nine children, six sons and three
daughters, eight of whom survive. The eldest son Edward, born July 20th,
1857, and educated at Annapolis, is now a Lieutenant in the United States
Navy. His biography cannot yet be written, but his horoscope may be cast.
Having his nativity under more favor- able influence than the conjunction of
the most propitious stars, it is safe to prognosticate that he will bring no
humiliation to the pride of the Lloyds, the Howards and the Keys, whose blood
mingles in his veins, that he will not dim the glory of the flag under which he
serves, and which an ancestor immortalized in song; that he will not derogate
from the honor of the country in whose service he is engaged, and for whose
independence the sword of a revolutionary sire was drawn. The biographer of
the future may be able to write of him when promoted to the highest rank for
gallant deeds, as of Edward Lloyd, the eighth of his name, the Admiral.

     Here will close this account of the Lloyds of Wye. There were other
members of this remarkable family as deserving of mention as those whose
careers have been thus imperfectly described, but it was thought best to
confine these brief sketches to those of a single line, and to disregard, at least
for the present, those of collateral lines, although many of these were men of
strongly marked characters, and eminent for abilities and long public service.
It is proper to say, that while the family at Wye House has rendered every
facility that was possible to the collection of materials for these memoirs it is
in no way responsible for the manner in which these materials have been
used. They have been collected with much labor from diverse sources but are
thought to be entirely authentic. At least, nothing has has been invented for
the sake of its lesson, or of adding interest to the narrative,

 To point a moral or adorn a tale.
     It would be surprising of many errors had not crept in through

ignorance or inadvertence. None has been permitted to do so by design. The
difficulty of escaping these can be appreciated only by those who have
attempted similar tasks. As praise or blame can scarcely be bestowed with
justice, since it is so hard to know men's motives and controling



circumstances, so panegyric has been sparingly used and even omitted when
seemingly well deserved; while censure has been seldom employed because, if
for no other reason, not often merited or required. Col. Edward Lloyd died
October 22, 1907 on his 82nd birthday.

71.  The following in the first item of hi swill: "I desire that my funeral maybe plain
and private, and without parade and preaching." The same expressions are employed in the
will of Governor Lloyd. It is worthy of notice, that neither will is introduced with the pious
formula that was customarily employed in writing such documents.

72.  A notable incident in the history of Wye House, one illustrative of the great social
revolution that had been effected in the county, through the changed relations of the races,
was the visit of Frederick Douglass in the year 1881, to the scenes of his youth. He was
politely received by the sons of Col. Lloyd he being absent, and invited to partake of the
hospitalities of the house. He who left a slave of a poor man, came back a great nation's
officer, to receive from the scions of a proud family the courtesies due an honored guest.
He was deeply affected by all he saw, but more by the consideration and kindness that was
shown him by the young men who were doing the honors in the absence of their father. He
plucked flowers from the graves of the Lloyds that he had known but had passed away as
mementoes, and he drank with an effusion that marked its sincerity, the health of "the
Master of the Old House" and of his children, with the wish that the horn of plenty might be
poured out abundantly upon them, and that they and their descendants to remote
generations might "worthily maintain the fame and the character of their ancestors."-Hon.
J. 0. Thomas in the Baltimore American, of June, 1881.


