FRANKLIN BUCHANAN - Forgotten American Watrrior

~ FOREWORD ~

Accounts of war that are written by those on thenivig side do not always give proper
due to a vanquished foe. This happened more the@ iommediately following the end of
the American Civil War. Over time, more balancedaamts were published that often
included insights provided by Confederate partictpa

Through their efforts, a number of Americans whadit on the losing side were duly
accorded recognition and respect by history; neward that some of their greatest
accomplishments were in opposition to the Unioanklin Buchanan was one of several
naval officers who had fought valiantly but vainigr the Confederate cause after
previously serving in the United States Navy withktidction and honor. Following the

war’s end, some of them who, after all, wAmaericansbefore, during and after the war
performed further valuable public service to a reeh..an ultimately forgiving...nation.

The most familiar example is General Robert E. Lehpse life story has become
legendary. Less remembered today is Franklin Bummaa career naval officer in the
United States Navy who accumulated an astonishingber of ‘firsts’ for the Navy

before resigning his commission and ultimately Ineicg the Confederacy’s only full

admiral. His Civil War successes were initially ptgssed or ignored by Northern
journalists who felt he had betrayed his US NawihoAnother factor, undoubtedly...he
inflicted upon the Navy the worst losses sufferacany single day in that entire conflict.

In time, the Navy also forgave him, naming not obet three warships in his honor.
Nevertheless, today, save for students of Amerizaral history, Franklin Buchanan’s
life story is little known. He deserves better. fidfere, | have created the following
remembrance in this, the 150th anniversary yednfyreatest military success...which
transpired during the first day of The Battle ofrif@ton Roads.

Bill Lee
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~ EARLY LIFE AND SAILING ADVENTURES ~

Franklin Buchanan was born in Baltimore, MarylamdSeptember 17, 1800, the son of a
prominent physician. His paternal grandfather wageaeral in the Maryland militia
during the Revolutionary War. His maternal graniéatwas one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence. Franklin’s last names ywronounceduck-annon His
friends often called him ‘Buck”.

Franklin Buchanan’s father died when he was sesemage fourteen, encouraged by his
mother, he became a midshipman in the US Navynnaly of 1815; one month before
the end of the War of 1812. - ==

For the first few years of his naval caree
Buchanan learned to handle sailing vess
and sailors during two lengthy Mediterrane:
cruises. When he returned to America in t
spring of 1820, he had become a skilled
seaman and had impressed his superiors.
Before he reached the age of twenty-one,
was promoted to the rank of acting-lieutena
with a monthly salary of nineteen dollars.

During the early 1800’s, it was common practice Aonerican naval officers lacking an
immediate assignment to take extended furloughsgantdack to sea commercially. In
1821, Buchanan served as third officer in a merckhip bound for China. Departing
from Philadelphia, she sailed for 125 days befa®t mouching land. During a months-
long wait for cargo to take back home, twenty oearyold Franklin Buchanan and his
shipmates enjoyed the opportunity to explore sofmth® China coast. The trip was a
valuable experience in which he mastered the arawvigating by dead reckoning.

protecting American interests and fighting piracy the
West Indies. On January 13, 1825, at age twenty, fou
Franklin Buchanan was appointed to the permanerk o&
Lieutenant. This painting, created in 1826 by the
distinguished American artist Rembrandt Peale ctflaow
* Buchanan appeared as a dashing young Navy Lieutenan

Of medium height, broad-shouldered and ramrod géttai

Upon his return, he served in several naval vessels

Buchanan was known as one of the boldest and s&sbng
men in the Navy. Quick of both temper and decision-
making, he had learned early in his naval careeligpense
harsh punishments for any presumed infraction by me
under his command.




Once, while traveling in a merchant ship as a pagme he was threatened by some
seamen also in travel who felt they had previowslifered some injustices under his
command. Temporarily retreating to his cabin, hemad with a sword cane.

"There he stood an eyewitness recalletdwith form erect, both hands resting on his
cane; the expression of his countenance calm, ueschnd defiant. The seamen gathered
around him and gave vent to their feelings in blespous oaths ... He stood in statue-
like repose, not a word escaping his lips. For fule minutes or more he braved the
tempest, but not a man dared lay the weight ohgefi upon him. Then, he turned upon
his heel, returned to his cabin and went to bed."

After a brief time on patrol in the Caribbean hagtpirates, Buchanan was again faced
with no immediate Navy assignment. He applied foil,asomewhat to his surprise, was
selected by the builders of the frigate BALTIMOREdeliver her to the Brazilian Navy.
In November of that year Buchanan, in command@¥itian crew, set sail for Brazil.

The voyage was anything but routine. Storms cadsathage to the vessel, which had to
be repaired while underway. During one storm, anseafell from a mast and was killed
instantly. The next day, Franklin Buchanan condiitiie first burial at sea ceremony.

In spite of these misadventures, he safely entéhedharbor at Rio de Janeiro on
Christmas Day, 1826. After turning the frigate overthe Brazilian Navy, Buchanan
returned to America as a passenger in the brig RUDkhte back on active duty, he
resumed searching for pirates for eighteen monthara officer in the sloop-rigged
corvette NATCHEZ. He later wrote a record of tharipd in his career, which he
entitted The Journal of the BALTIMORE, the RUTH and the 8I.8IATCHEZDecades
later, his family donated that treasure to the &thibtates Naval Academy Library.

Lieutenant Buchanan next received orders._____ -
to the frigate CONSTELLATION, one of " = =
the six original frigates built for the Navy; .

resulting in his spending an additional
year overseas and at sea. \

Returning to America, Buchanan receiv
orders to the Philadelphia Navy Yarc
where he was involved in the testing OFf
cannon. Between 1836 and 1839, he
in charge of a ship moored in Baltimo
harbor and used for training seamdf
recruits. By that time he was married.



~A LENGTHY COURTSHIP ~

Before departing for South America in 1826, FramkBuchanan had traveled to
Maryland’s Eastern Shore to attend a fellow navéicer's wedding. One of bride’s

attendants was her younger sister, eighteen-yeafsh Catherine Lloyd. A courship of
nearly nine years followed, puncuated on frequesttasions by Buchanan’s lengthy
absences while he was at sea.

Ann Catherine, whom family and friends often callddn or
Nannie, was the daughter of Edward Lloyd, a wealthy
plantation and slave owner, a United States Seratdr a
former Governor of Maryland. Ann Catherine andnkiim
became engaged in June of 1933 during one of Bacisan
infrequent shore leaves. By the time he had retufr@am sea

in early 1835 her father had passed away.

On February 19, 1835, with the blessing of Ann E€atie’s
mother and her eldest brother, who had becomeeahé bf the
Lloyd family, the thirty four year-old navy lieutant and the
twenty seven year-old Eastern Shore aristrocraewearried at St. Anne’s Episcopal
Church in Annapolis, Maryland.

At that time, the bride’s mother was livingieEs
in Annapolis on one corner of Marylan B
Avenue and King George Street. She alSg#s
owned an adjacent mansion, Ogle Half
which years later became the US Na
Academy Alumni Association’s home
Renovated and expanded several tim

For a few months, Franklin and his bride lived e t_loyd family’s ancestral Eastern
Shore mansion before buying a house in Annapoalikeir first child, a daughter, was
born there in mid-December, 1835, followed by twbeos that were also born there.
Over time, the Buchanans’ produced eight girls amel boy; Franklin, Jr.

Buchanan’s assignment in nearby Baltimore, plusnartte testing work in Annapolis
and Norfolk, Virginia, allowed him to remain clogg home for almost three years. Ann
Catherine’s letters to relatives characterized &gva doting father and devoted husband.
Although money was tight as they tried to live $plen his navy pay, Franklin Buchanan
often gave his wife extravagant presents. His gesiigr and the needs of his numerous
children eventually forced his wife to periodicatygk for loans from her mother and
older brother; a situation that was an embarrasstodrer proud husband.



~ AT SEA IN A NAVAL ICON ~

In April of 1839, Franklin Buchanan received ordersreport to
the 44-gun frigate CONSTITUTION. Built in 1797 “Old
Ironsides” is still afloat and is the oldest navaksel in the
world still in commission. Departing from NorfolK/irginia,
she sailed throughout the Caribbean, down the @zt of
South America, around Cape Horn and northward teob
and ‘show the flag’ along that continent’s westeoast.

The trip marked Buchanan'’s first naval servicehia Pacific,
and also the only time he sailed with his oldetthi®o, McKean
Buchanan. His brother had received a warrant asyaraster in 0
1823. During that voyage Franklin Buchanan servedaaflag

lieutenant to the senior officer onboard CONSTITON. Consequently, he did not

stand watches, but when a man overboard alarm owesled near the Cayman Islands he
took charge of the rescue boat that was quicklgdhed and rescued the hapless seaman.

In February of 1840, he transferred to a smallelahaessel and returned home in June
of that same year. On September 8, 1841 Franklch&wan was promoted to the rank of
Commander. That same year, he moved his family #mmapolis to a residence located
on an Eastern Shore estate that had been purchgsgédn Catherine’s oldest brother.
Called the ‘Rest’, it faced the Miles River and &ie the Buchanan’s permanent home.

~ FIRST US NAVY STEAMSHIP ~

In the summer of 1842, Commandé
Buchanan reported for duty onboa
the steam frigate MISSISSIPP
shortly after she was commissione
Propelled by paddlewheels, she al
had been fitted by a dubious Na
with sailing gear. Buchanan spent ju
seven months in MISSISSIPPI, most
at anchor while the vessel’'s enginee
tinkered with her engines.

Buchanan was responsible for the ship’s cleanlindssfound that to be an impossible
task. Coal dust seemed to penetrate everything, #neefood and water. When they did
go to sea under just steam power, the MISSISSIB&#tdarely make headway. Once,
when passing Cape Hatteras, it took twenty-fourrbdar her to advance seven miles.
The Navy ordered a complete overhaul of the vess®l, her crew was transferred to
other ships, including Franklin Buchanan, who wagemg command of a sloop of war.



~ FIRST US NAVY COMMAND ~

On December 17, 1842, Commander
: L Buchanan assumed command of the sloop
I et of war VINCENNES. While he was
| _;:A : ﬁ captain of this 700-ton sailing vessel, she
J , L participated in the rescue of sailors from

two British ships that had gone aground
. _'l""f . G off the coast of Texas.
!I o 4 .-L.}__.-'
} I F =

During that same Caribbean cruise, his
vessel struck an uncharted reef at sunset
= while approaching Trinidad. That night,
_ 4 and throughout the next day, all attempts
A B W TIFEAES e to free her proved futile. After removing
the ship’s boats, fresh water and provisions, tidCGENNES remained hard aground.
Buchanan was at the point of throwing her gunslmyad when a favorable wind sprang
up, allowing him to claw his way off the reef.

In 1844, Franklin Buchanan placed her in poteniaim’s way to help prevent an
anticipated invasion of the new Republic of Texas Mexico. That attack never
materialized, so VINCENNES returned to her homet pdrNorfolk, Virginia, where
Buchanan was relieved of his command in early 18bfurlough at the Rest, in July of
1845, he received orders to report to the Secrefiatye Navy in Washington.

~ THE NAVAL SCHOOL ~

Secretary of the Navy George Bancroft tasked Bughanith developing a plan to
create a new naval school in Annapolis, Marylandie weeks after that assignment
was made, Buchanan’s proposal detailing a curmouland the use of Fort Severn, a
former army post, was approved by Bancroft.

On August 14, 1845, f-ufjj_ggg;g
Buchanan was appointed the )
first Superintendent of the ﬂ
‘Naval School’; later renamed ‘nn.:gﬁ(_ﬁ}
as the United States Naval ,-E;z.ﬂ_---""”’ ;

Academy. When the Naval J,J'
School commenced operation /
in October, 1845, Maryland
native Franklin Buchanan was /-'
in residence there at a two- s —
story home that had previously
used by army commanders.




Buchanan assembled a faculty of seven professatsctnsisted of three civilians and
four naval officers; some of whom were quarteretbur smaller houses on the post. The
remaining members of the school’s faculty boardeth@ Buchanan’s former residence
on Scott Street, just outside the school’'s maire.gdéthile his faculty settled into their

guarters, Franklin Buchanan’s wife and six childi@ned him in Annapolis.

Housing, classrooms and other primary needs forfitse class of midshipman were
created by modifying the former army buildings, liting the fortifications that had

once guarded the mouth of the Severn River. Tisé fimval school occupied barely nine
acres and was enclosed by a brick wall.
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In his opening address to the fifty entering migsmen on October 18, 1845, Buchanan
made it clear that the discipline he had demandethe quarterdeck would apply at the
school. He read aloud eighteen articles that cm®grthe “Rules and Regulations for the
Internal Government of the Naval School”. He meardry word. However, boys will be
boys, and in February of 1846 a midshipman violalieect orders from Buchanan. Three
days later that student became the first midshiptodre dismissed from the school.

Nevertheless, after only one semester, the Nauwetey considered the Naval School a
success. In his annual report to Congress, Banpraised Buchanan, who, he said,
“...has carried his instructions into effect with prgion and sound judgement, and with
a wide adaptation of simple and moderate meanghdese a great and noble end”.

As a result of the outbreak of war with Mexico irajvof 1846, Buchanan volunteered
for ‘immediate active service at sea’. His requess denied, but Secretary Bancroft
sought to console him by writingWere it not important business on which you are at
present engaged, you would be among the first wherDepartment would call”.

Franklin Buchanan stayed at the Naval School agdusg students went on active duty.
Requests for assignment of midshipmen to the lagte in such abundance that he had
to advance the date of final examinations in 18d&hat more of his students could
complete their studies and go off to war. In Mao1847, when he felt the school was
well established, Franklin Buchanan again souglet dpportunity to fight in the
Mexican-American War. When relieved of his assigntrat the Naval School, he went
to Norfolk to take command of a newly completedplof war.



~ PLANKOWNER ~

The USS GERMANTOWN was built in Philadelphia in $84ue to the threat of
damaging ice, in mid-December, she was moved to Nbefolk Navy Yard for
completion. When commissioned there on March 9718uchanan became her captain
and a ‘plank owner’ for the first time in his nawareer. Only six days later, Buchanan
set sail for the Gulf of Mexico to participate ihet Mexican-American War; joining
Commodore Perry’s Home Squadron.

Sent to the Mexican city of Alvarado,
when the GERMANTOWN arrived, the
town surrendered without Commander
Buchanan ‘having to fire a single gun’.
Later, in the company of several other
Navy ships, she participated in the
landings of marines and seamen at Tuxpan
and Tabasco, where they successfully
stormed those cities’ fortifications. During
one engagement, Buchanan went ashore,
sword in hand to lead a charge on a small
fort. The result was a bloodless victory, as
the badly outnumbered Mexicans
defenders broke ranks and ran away.

Buchanan had several large cannon balls removed fhe captured fort and placed
onboard the GERMANTOWN as souvenirs of his suco@ser the next several months,
he and his crew participated in several similarestiuires before returning to the United
States in early 1848. During that period of timeERBAANTOWN also served
periodically as the flagship for Perry’'s forces.o8p Commander Buchanan and
Commodore Perry would sail together again, albeitenthan halfway around the world.

Back in Norfolk, Franklin Buchanan relinquished b@mmand to his friend and brother-

in-law; the naval officer who had married Ann Cathe’s sister twenty years previously.

Returning to the Rest, Buchanan placed two of &mon ball trophies atop the entrance
gate posts to his home. Impatient to get back & Ise hoped to obtain another warship
command. Instead, Buchanan was faced with a lengghipd of shore duty. Over the

next two years, he performed inspections of lighides and served on courts martials.

During that same period of time, he concluded thatNaval School in Annapolis was
not being run to what he considered a satisfacttaypdard of discipline. Apparently
others in the Navy were of the same opinion. In9l84commission was appointed to
update the school’s regulations. Franklin Buchamas named to that group. As a part of
their work, the group’s members also recommendeid@ithe school a new name, and it
became the United States Naval Academy.



~ A CONTENTIOUS SITUATION ~

In the winter of 1851-52 he received an unexpesttdof orders. He was instructed to
proceed to the Far East to take command of the 'Blanewest and largest steam frigate,
the SUSQUEHANNA. She was considered the best saanamd in the entire Navy.

That directive was quite unusual,
for the vessel was in the middle of
| a lengthy deployment in the
western Pacific Ocean. Buchanan
soon found out why he was being
sent to that ship.

Shortly after the SUSQUEHANNA

and a squadron of smaller ships
had left Norfolk, the vessel's

captain and the squadron’s
T P, - = .+ commodore began to disagree
about many thlngs Their relatlonshlp deterioriatedthe point of the commodore
ordering the captain off his own ship in Rio! Whie ship reached Hong Kong, the
commodore then greatly alienated the United Sta@xshmissioner to China. Those
extraordinary actions caused the Secretary of tine/Nb recall the commodore.

Although that situation created the opportunity Buchanan to become the vessel’s
commanding officer, plans for an expedition to Japquired that a new commodore be
appointed. That assignment was given to Commodeng/ Rvho was empowered to visit
Japan and negotiate a treaty opening diplomatatiogls with that isolated country.

Both Buchanan and Perry had to travel to Chinaaah the ship. Perry made the lengthy
trip by naval vessel. Franklin Buchanan left higne in mid-August, 1852, and traveled
in merchant ships over a period of three montharder to get to China. Along the way,
he spent a month in London, sailed through theitStod Gibraltar to Alexanderia and
crossed Egypt over land to the Indian Ocean, Sioigaand finally Hong Kong.

But when he arrived in November, he found the @disgd commodore still onboard the
SESQUEHANNA and unwilling to accept Buchanan asrightful commanding officer!
As they argued over a period of weeks, the comnettmk seriously ill. Eventually, he
accepted the inevitable and took passage baclettited States. Perry arrived in early
May of 1873, and transferred his flag to Buchanahigp.

On May 23, 1853, the SESQUEHANNA and three othereAoan naval vessels left
China and made their way to Edo Bay [present-ddgyd @ay]. Perry and Buchanan did
not know what to expect when they got to their idasion. In the middle of the
nineteenth century, the Japanese did not allowgonreessels to enter their harbors.



~ HISTORIC EXPEDITION TO JAPAN ~

Commodore Perry’s squadron entered Edo Bay on&uly53. Their arrival caused a
near panic amongst local Japanese officials. Nbt were they afraid that the Emperor
might blame them for this uninvited intrusion inke ‘hermit kingdom’, but also because
the strange American vessels were the first steanweped vessels they had ever seen.

As a precaution, Franklin

Buchanan anchored his command

fore and aft so that the

SUSQUEHANNA's broadside i I
faced the Japanese gun batteries —k
ashore. For  days, tedious

diplomatic negotiations dragged on.

Eventually, agreement was reached
to allow a letter from American .
President Fillmore to the Emperor
to be hand-delivered to a high-
ranking Japanese representative.

Commodore Perry was taking no chances of an ambleskent an advance party of 250
sailors and marines ashore, led by Buchanan, whaally sprang ashore. Franklin

Buchanan is reputed to have been the first Amerinathat expedition to set foot on

Japanese soil. Seeing no signs of danger, a siggmlmade to Perry, who then came
ashore and in a short ceremony, delivered the dentim

Buchanan was one of the last to depart. In biddargwell to one of the Japanese
negotiators, he remarkethWe hope that Japan and the United States will glsvbe
friends”. Shortly thereafter, the American ships left aneshtte Shanghai.

Ninety-two years later, World War Il ended whenrsader ceremonies were conducted
onboard the USS MISSOURI. On that occasion, the riaae battleship was positioned
in Toyko Bay at roughly the same spot where SUSQRENA had anchored in 1853.

Before those ceremonies took place, this 31-star
YRR Y Yy :
Xxwxxxx "W American flag that had flown over
MR #-Jr_mn ' SUSQUEHANNA was rushed from the Naval
S " Academy museum to Japan at the request of
Kot i o allasins M General MacArthur, a blood-relative  of
' B Commodore Perry. The flag was attached to the
MISSOURI’s superstructure as a backdrop for the
surrender ceremonies that signaled the end of a
world-wide conflict.
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~ UP THE YANGTZE ~

Perry and Buchnanan made a second trip to Japb85uh. When Perry went ashore this
time, Buchanan arranged a grand event that was pageant than military operation.
After gaining additional concessions, they returte&hanghai to help protect American
interests being threatened by an on-going Chinedenar.

In order for an American diplomat to make contathwebels opposing China’s imperial
authority, Franklin Buchanan steamed 150 mileshepvtangtze River. No vessel as large
as the SUSQUEHANNA had ever done that before. Tiilg charts available were old.
Working her way slowly upstream, the ship groundetherous times.

After two months of dangerous river navigation, Baican made contact with rebel
leaders and the embarked diplomat conducted himdss Returning to Shangahi and
Hong Kong to join Perry took another two monthslldwing their adventure, the
diplomat complimented Buchanan and ‘fulseerful spirit and consummate skill”.

Buchanan, ship and crew then headed home. Duratgpain Hawaii, Buchanan hosted a
dinner for King Kamehameha Ill onboard his shipeithheading further eastward, the
ship made stops in San Francisco, Mexico and Gjefere rounding Cape Horn and
steaming to Philadelphia. They arrived there ondidd0, 1855, after an absence of two
and a half years, during which time Franklin Bucdrahad circumnavigated the world.

After returning to the Rest, he suffered boutslidiealth
that frequently caused him to be bedridden. Iretstto
friends, he referred to his ailment amy old China
complaint”.  Otherwise, awaiting another naval
assignment, he assumed the role of a gentlemarefarm

On September 14, 1855, three days shy of hi§ 55
birthday, Franklin Buchanan was nominated to trelgr
of Captain, the highest rank in the US Navy at thmae.

: But it would be months later before he could damagal
k captain’s three broad stripe uniform jacket...

THE BOARD OF FIFTEEN: Congress had passéshislation in January of 1855 to
deal with a serious naval problem. In the 1850is, Navy had no retirement policy and
many officers served until incapacitated...or de&bnsequently, the organization was
extremely top-heavy. The youngest person holding lmk of Captain, aside from
Buchanan, was 56. Many senior officers were dravitigpay while staying at home.

The President was required to appoint fifteen natfaters of varying rank to what was

officially titled the Board of Officers to PromotEfficiency in the Navy. Franklin
Buchanan was one of the senior officers namedri@ s that board.
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Examining the entire list of individuals holdingmmissions in the Navy took them five
weeks of working long hours in the sweltering sumeienate of Washington. But that
heat was nothing to compare with reactions to tlegiommendations.

The Board recommended that 201 individuals, cartsig thirty percent of the Navy's
entire officer corps, be retired or dismissed fregnvice. Over 150 were senior officers in
the Navy. Predictably, those who recommended foreraent or dismissal vehemently
objected and sought support from powerful politisiaA frequently voiced accusation
was that the Board members were clearing the wayhtr own promotions. Franklin
Buchanan’s coincidental nomination to the rankagtain drew particular ire. It was full
year after being nominated before his promotion a@soved.

After months of hearings and investigation, Congreammered out a compromise.
Ultimately, 137 officers were retired. Although shhumber was 68% of the total
recommended by Franklin Buchanan and the otherdBowmbers, he felt that politics
and personal interests had interfered with what g@=l for the Navy. Years later, he
said:“If | had the duty to perform over again, | wouldsg my vote to retire more”.

After achieving the rank of captain, Franklin Bucha thought he might be given
command of a squadron or of a navy yard. Howevevas not until the spring of 1859
that he received a new assignment.

~ WASHINGTON NAVY YARD YEARS ~

On May 26, 1859, while sitting on a board of exaation for midshipmen, he received
orders to report by the end of the month as thd @@mmandant of the Washington
Navy Yard, located in the nation’s capital. Thasiion was considered to be one of the
best assignments in the entire navy.

The Washington Navy Yard dates
to 1799. Still in use, it is the oldest
shore establishment in the US
Navy. Originally, its purpose was
to build ships. The shallow,
waters of the Anacostia River, on
the banks of which the navy yard,
is located, precluded building the
larger naval vessels of the mid-
1800’s there.

Over time, the primary mission of the facility gbd from shipbuilding to the
manufacture of weaponery, steam engines and ottipbaard items. Repair of small
vessels had become a secondary mission at the WgéshiNavy Yard by the time
Buchanan assumed command, along with some ordirtaclceology development.



Although he would have preferred sea duty, Buchamant to Washington two days
after receiving his orders and relieved his predsae Provided with spacious quarters at
the Washington Navy Yard, Franklin Buchanan movedldrge family to his new post
and settled in to what he presumed would be a qaietof duty. Less than two years
later, his service to the Navy ended all too abyupt

= AT A T
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But before war clouds cast § oz
lasting shadow on his life, a-—
Japanese Treaty Mission to the e N
United States visited the =~ EEE B8R
Washington Navy Yard in -

May, 1860.

of this photo, seventh from thdg
right, as indicated by thej

of the foreign delegation are i
the front row in their
ceremonial robes.

~ WAR CLOUDS AND A MOMENTOUS MONTH ~

Shortly after Abraham Lincoln was elected Presiddreg seeds of war were sown when
South Carolina seceded from the Union a month.|&everal other southern states soon
followed, and the Confederate States of Americdaded themselves a sovereign nation
in early 1861. As inauguration day for the newlgoteéd president approach, attempts at
compromise between the North and the South felitapal tempers flared on both sides.

In late January of 1861, rumors spread that a maghtmattempt to occupy the
Washington Navy Yard in order to secure weaponsamuohunition to forceably prevent
Lincoln from taking office. Although not in favorf dMr. Lincoln’s politics, Captain
Buchanan gave the following orders to prepare tichsa possibility:

“This yard shall not be surrendered to any persompersons except by an order of the
honorable Secretary of the Navy, and in the eveahattack | shall require all the
officers and others under my command to deferadthie last extremity; and if we be

overpowered by numbers, the armory and magaziné lmeuslown up.”

No such attack ever transpired. Nevertheless, eatithe, Buchanan left little doubt in
anyone’s mind that he was loyal to the Union andlad/stoutly defend his assigned post.
Closely guarded on his way to Washington, DC, Lincwas inaugurated without
incident on March %. Although the situation between the Union and @mnfederacy
continued to deteriorate, Franklin Buchanan’s fgnsbon turned their attentions to
matters of family importance.
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On April 3, 1861, twenty year-old Nannie Buchanaarmied Julius Ernest Meiere, & 1
Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps. Qpdassibly, they may have met while
he was posted to the Marine Barracks, located gugw blocks from the Washington
Navy Yard. In any case, the wedding was held atntiney yard. President Lincoln, his
cabinet, other high-ranking officials and militao#ficers were among the invited guests.

According to the ‘Lincoln Log’, a day by day writteand preserved accounting of the
president’s activities, Mr. Lincoln did attend theception, but got there too late to
witness the wedding ceremony. Reportedly, numerdoeerican flags were widely
displayed at the large party given in the Commatigdouse that followed the wedding.

Not long after that happy event, the month of AptB61 took on a terrible turn for all
Americans. On the 1% the Confederates attacked Fort Sumter in Chariebarbor;
essentially beginning the Civil War in earnest. §edays later, when President Lincoln
dispatched Union troops to Baltimore to protect ¢hig's port facilities and railroads, a
secessionist mob confronted them. In the riot #watued, four soldiers and twelve
civilians were killed.

This news troubled Franklin Buchanan greatly. Hs wa
noted as being a man who held an uncompromising
sense of what he considered right and wrong. His
beloved Maryland was a slave state and had ové087,
slaves listed in the 1860 census. Seven hundréteof
were on his wife’s family plantation. In addition,
Maryland was located entirely below the Mason-Dixon
Line and was considered to be a southern state.

When it appeared certain to Buchanan that Maryland
was going to secede, he reluctantly decided, asyman
Southerners did at that pivotal point in America’s
history, that his loyalty to state was greater thaat to

the Union. In spite of previously devoting himself
wholeheartedly to his duty in the US Navy for dexsd
he tendered his resignation on April 22, 1861. &terl
said:“It is the most unpleasant duty | ever performed.”

Just a few days later, he learned that Marylanddesah politically pressured to remain in
the Union. To allow Maryland to secede would haafée Washington, DC surrounded by
Confederate states. Had that happened, the statkl Wwave been quickly invaded, and
had few resources to resist the Union Army alregatirered on its northern border.

When Buchanan subsequently tried to withdraw héggration, his request was refused

because of concerns about his loyalty. In early Mag Secretary of Navy sent Buchanan
a curt note of dismissal and removed his name tranlist of US Navy captains.
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~ A SECOND AMERICAN NAVAL CAREER ~

Following his dismissal, Buchanan took his famignire. He tried several times to return
to the Navy, but was unsuccessful. Further disagpdj he also worried that the Civil
War was leading to a radical change to the wayjf@&hjoyed by his family.

One day in June of 1861, he looked out a windowisfhome and was shocked to see
Union militia removing the cannon balls from atap bate posts. Infuriated, he stormed
outside and ordered a colonel in the Brooklyn Vadens to stop the stealing. Buchanan
was in civilian clothing, but when he used ‘strdagguage in his best quarterdeck voice’
the startled officer recognized a man of authaaitg quickly did as ordered.

Franklin Buchanan tried to remain neutral in théiams agony of separation and the
resultant civil war. But left with little means support his family, he ultimately decided
to support the Southern cause. Slipping through pbeous battle lines in Northern
Virginia, Franklin Buchanan joined the Confederhlavy on September 5, 1861. But
before he made his way to the Confederate capitRichmond, Virginia, he transferred
title of his property to his wife and children. Thaay, if he was subsequently labeled a
traitor, the Federal Government could not confis¢as property, for he had none.

Given the rank of naval captain, his initial assgmnt was

to serve as the first Chief of the Confederate Buref
Orders and Details. A few months later, he was iput
command of the defenses of the James River apmsdoh
the Confederate capital in Richmond. The prospdct o
fighting against former comrades undoubtedly torreén
him, and was reflected in this photo of him, taket®862.

In those early days of his service to the Confedgrsome
Southerners questioned Buchanan’s loyalty to thetiSo
because of his well known attempts to rejoin theodn
Navy. Confederate Secretary of the Navy Steven R.
Mallory was not one of them.

Mallory, depicted on the right had also been torreéioy divided

loyalties. A United States Senator from Floridahlae advocated
reconciliation of differences between the North &wlth until

his native state seceded from the Union.

Given no choice when that happened, he deliverddrewell
speech in the Senate and went home. Soon, he \exdeseto
become the Confederacy’s Secretary of the Navyotte person
to hold that position throughout the existencehef Confederacy.
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Two days before Franklin Buchanan
resigned his US Navy commission, the
Gosport Shipyard, which is now the s -
Norfolk Navy Yard, was burned by
retreating Union forces to prevent that®
resource from being used by the
Confederacy. Unable to move them, t
steam frigate MERRIMACK and sever
smaller warships were put to the torch by
Union forces, but not totally destroyed:==
The steam frigate’s propulsion machinepy
had been removed for overhaul and wg
left largely intact.

Steven Mallory soon learned that the MERRIMACK’sllhwas salvageable, and her
propulsion machinery reusable. He conceived a noselfor her. It was a use that also
resulted in a new assignment for Buchanan.

~ THE IRONCLAD RAM VIRGINIA ~

Although the story of the MERRIMACK's resurrectiand transformation to become the
CSS VIRGINIA is well known, little has been writteibout Malloy’s leadership role in
advocating the use of armored vessels to overcdraentimerical superiority of the
Union Navy. As he saw it, the South’s limited shiphing resources should be utilized
to create a handful of warships far superior ta¢hpossessed by their northern opponent.

He envisioned that an armored warship could bedbmeailtimate naval weapon. When
Mallory’s opposite number in the Union Navy learr@dthe iron-clad being created by
the South, he launched a parallel effort that teduh the rapid design and construction
of the USS MONITOR; closely followed by additionedssels of that innovative design.

By mid-February of 1862, the VIRGINIA
was ready for service, including the
addition of a cast-iron ram to her bow.
Mallory wanted the best possible officer
to command this new weapon. He felt tha
person was Franklin Buchanan; well
known to be a bold and able command
But the Confederate Navy's seniorit
system was patterned after that of th
Union Navy. That practice would have
entitled a more senior officer to demang
and possibly receive the coveted po!
albeit with the aid of political influence.
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Mallory deliberately procrastinated on the naminfy & commanding officer for
VIRGINIA. Instead, on February 24, 1862, he appminBuchanan.now called “Old
Buch” by admirers under his command as Flag-Officethe James River Squadron
Initially, the Confederacy didn’t use the rank ofirAiral; instead calling senior officers
either Commodores or Flag-Officers. The James Rgpradron had been assembled to
protect the waterborne approach to the Confedeegtital via the James River.

| The CSS VIRGINIA had been commissioned a weekerarut
% in early March, finishing touches by shipyard wosand the
— outfitting of the vessel for combat were still inogress, under
— the direction of the vessel's executive officeeliienant Catesby
- ap Roger Jones, depicted on the left.

Jones, a Virginian, had been an officer in the driiavy before
resigning his commission to join the Confederacygnically, he
had been the MERRIMACK’s ordinance officer somedtiprior
to his departure from the Union Navy.

Before leaving Richmond, Buchanan received two ages from Mallory. In the first,
he urged Buchanan to be creatiV€he Virginia is a novelty, untried and its powers
unknown. Her powers as a ram are regarded as \@rypitiable, and it is hoped you may
be able to test them”.

In a subsequent letter, Mallory suggested that Boah be bold, suggestirgs dashing
cruise on the Potomac as far as Washingt@mrd concluded?Action - prompt and
successful action - now would be of serious impmeao our cause”.

When Flag Officer Franklin Buchanan arrived at @esport Shipyard on the afternoon
of February 25, 1862, her crew was hand loadingirginal supply of coal. The
VIRGINIA'’s initial crew of 350 was an eclectic mof former Union naval officers and
seamen, and 39 volunteers from an artillery urhis Tatter group was needed because of
a scarcity of skilled seamen in the South.

Also included in her complement were men from Comyp@ of the Confederate States
Marine Corps. The CSA marines were organized alo@g similar to the United States
Marines. The majority of the Confederacy’'s mariniicers had defected from the
Union’s Marine Corps in order to help protect theuthern home states.

Franklin Buchanan naturally selected the VIRGINtAe his flagship, and he assumed
tactical command of her and a flotilla of five lessgpable wooden support vessels that
constituted the James River Squadron. Technictdly,CSS VIRGINIA never actually
had a captain during her short career. Those whon@nded her were either Flag
Officers or ‘acting’ captains.
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~ “OLD BUCH?"; AN INSIGHT ~

The following condensed eye-witness account waserded half a century later by H.
Ashton Ramsay, acting chief engineer of the VIR@INWwho, ironically, had been an
engineering officer when that vessel was the USSRRBMACK. Ramsay vividly

illustrates the kind of bold, decisive naval offickat Steven Mallory had wisely selected

to make his vision of naval supremacy a reality.

“The ship was still full of workmen hurrying her to completion when Commodore
Franklin Buchanan arrived from Richmond and ordered every one out of the ship,
except her crew. He then directed Executive Officer Jones to prepare to sail at once.

At that time nothing was Known of our destination. All we Knew was that we were
off at last. Buchanan sent for me. The veteran sailor, the beau ideal of a naval officer of
the old school, with his tall form, harsh features, and clear, piercing eyes, was pacing
the decK with a stride I found it difficult to match, although he was then over sixty and
I but twenty-four.

“He asked what would happen to the engines and boilers if there should be a collision? I
assured him that they are braced tight and so securely fastened that no collision could
budge them. ‘I am going to ram the Cumberland,’ said the commander. ‘I'm told she has
the new rifled guns, the only ones in their whole fleet we have cause to fear. The
moment we are in the Roads I'm going to make right for her and ram her.’

‘T watched the machinery carefully as we sped down the Elizabeth River, and soon
satisfied myself that all was well. Then I went on decKk. I presented myself to the
commodore. “The machinery is all right, sir’, I assured him.

“‘Our crew was summoned to the gun deck, and Buchanan addressed us: Sailors, in a

few minutes you will have the opportunity of showing your devotion to our cause.
Remember that you are about to strike for your country and your homes. The
Confederacy expects every man to do his duty. Beat to quarters.’

“Every terse, burning word is engraved on my memory, though fifty years have passed
since they were spoken.”

Ramsay'’s recollections continue for several morgepa dramatically describing the
events that followed from the perspective of a memmif the VIRGINIA’S crew who

toiled in the vessel’'s engine room. But numeroileoaccounts, summarized below and

presented from a much broader persective, provis®i@ informative account of a day
that changed naval history forever.
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~ THE BATTLE OF HAMPTON ROADS ~

On March 8, 1862, 61-year-old Franklin Buchanan lkisdcrew rendered obsolete all of
the world’s wooden warships. What was supposedlyahrun to test the VIRGINIA’s
seaworthiness became ‘a trial of battle’; in patduse of news of the USS MONITOR'’s
reported impending arrival in Hampton Roads.

Buchanan had advised the captai
of the other ships in his squadron of
his intent to engage the enemy

before leaving port. The strange-
looking craft attracted a number of
curious civilians, who lined both
sides of the Elizabeth River.
Naysayers in the crowd, watchin
the vessel wallow, nearly awash into:
Hampton Roads, predicted failure.

The following narrative is interspersed with vertmaexcerpts from Buchanan’s report
concerning events that transpired on the firstafayhe Battle of Hampton Roads.

“On the 8th instant, at 11 a.m., the Virginia lethe navy yard (Norfolk), accompanied
by the Raleigh and Beaufort, and proceeded to Newpdews, to engage the enemy's
frigates Cumberland and Congress, gunboats, andrehioatteries.”

Navigating the narrow and in place
very shallow Elizabeth River was Mill

. Creek —

challenging. The VIRGINIA’'s =

engines, rebuilt following her BIEReIRgCoort o SR
incomplete destruction in 186 o =
. X
proved to be sluggish and slow t ¥ o
respond, given her heavy weight. Newport News Point 9‘6 sowall’s Porq  harby8

Middle
Grounds -

Her relatively deep draft of 22 fee Y

also required her to be carefull & ) -
piloted, once she reached Hamptc 6% Pig Point CraneY . % Tanner's Creek
Roads; lest she run aground and & At

captured by nearby Union forces Craney

By 11:30 AM that fateful spring
day, she was abeam of Crane
Island, where the floating
Confederate gun battery CS
GERMANTOWN was anchored.
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This vessel was the very same GERMANTOWN that Boahahad commanded in
1847. She, like the MERRIMACK had been damaged wheion forces abandoned the
Gosport Shipyard. Restored to limited service agranobile gun battery she had been
anchored opposite Lambert’s Point to help guarcetiteance to the Elizabeth Rii&@ee
positionfl on the map, below]

The Confederate’s first iron clad was only capaifla speed of a few knots, and it took
her the best part of a half hour to reverse coutyace Buchanan had cleared the
Elizabeth River, he followed a necessarily circugoroute across Hampton Roads.
Skirting waters too shallow for the VIRGINIA to ngate, he confronted a group of
powerful vessels anchored off the tip of the VirgiReninsula. Around midday, she was
sighted by Union forces as she followed the chapast Sewell’s PoirfPosition f].
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“When within less than a mile of the Cumberland th¥irginia commenced the
engagement with that ship with her bow gun, and thetion soon became general, the
Cumberland, Congress, gunboats, and shore battemescentrating upon us their
heavy fire, which was returned with great spirit drdetermination.”

Over the next few hours of what constituted thst fof a two-day historic event known as
The Battle of Hampton Roads, the VIRGINIA provedb® immune to the broadsides
fired at her by Union forces. After firing a broadis at the USS CONGRESS in passing
[€], Buchanan headed for the CUMBERLAND, and rammed starboard quarter,
leaving a huge holgll]. As the CUMBERLAND sank [very near NNS' Carrier
Innovation Center], the VIRGINIA began to be dragigmder, as well. But then her ram
broke off, and she was free to continue the acfiteking a long, slow turn upstream in
the James River, she next went after the CONGR&SBh had gone agrour].
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“We were some time in getting our proper positiam ¢gonsequence of the shoalness of
the water and the great difficulty of managing trehip when in or near the mud. To
succeed in my object | was obliged to run the shighort distance above the batteries
on James River. During all the time her keel was the mud she moved but slowly.
Thus we were subjected twice to the heavy gunsliofhe batteries in passing up and
down the river, but it could not be avoided. Weesited several of the batteries and did
much injury on shore. A large transport steamer algside the wharf was blown up,
one schooner sunk, and another captured and senNtofolk.”

Once in position to do so, the CSS VIRGINIA comnazhd¢o deliver an unrelenting
barrage of fire on the grounded and helpless USNGRESS.

“The carnage, havoc and dismay caused by our fimmpelled them to haul down their
colors and to hoist a white flag at their gaff arfthlf-mast and another at the main.”

Buchanan ordered the captain of one of his smaleort vessels, CSS BEAUFORT to
board and capture the CONGRESS’ officers, rescukramove the wounded and to
allow all others to escape by boat or by swimmmthe nearby shore. But when that was
attempted, Union soldiers at Camp Butler, locatetewport News Point, fired on the
BEAUFORT, killing and wounded some Confederatesvaf as a number of Union
sailors. The Confederate vessel withdrew in hastBuchanan’s consternation.

“I was determined that the Congress should not ag#all into the hands of the enemy.
| remarked to that gallant young officer Flag Lieenant Minor, ‘That ship must be
burned.” He promptly volunteered to take a boat ahdrn her. Lieutenant Minor had
scarcely reached within 50 yards of the Congresswla deadly fire was opened upon
him, wounding him severely and several of his meénnstantly recalled the boat and
ordered the Congress destroyed by hot shot andndcey shell.”

Incensed because the CONGRESS
struck her colors and ceased fightin
Franklin Buchanan took up an exposét
position on the upper deck of the
VIRGINIA and started firing a carbine
towards shore. A Union sharpshooter’s
minie ball struck Buchanan, shattering his
right thigh.

“About this period | was disabled, -ﬁ-‘iﬁ

transferred the command of the ship m-;-— -
that gallant, intelligent officer Lieut.

Catesby Jones, with orders to fight her a
long as the men could stand to their guns.
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It is often said that one of the most tragic aspedtthe Civil War was that it pitted
brother against brother. Buchanan’s brother, McKBanhanan had remained loyal to
the Union and was one of the naval officers onbdlaedCONGRESS when Union shore
batteries betrayed her temporary truce. McKean Buoah did manage to make it ashore
that day and survived the rest of the war.

By the time those dramatic events had played owtas late afternoon. Not wanting to
attempt navigating the Elizabeth River in darknéiss,VIRGINIA was withdrawn from
the battle scene, leaving the CONGRESS to burrelieyat. Around midnight, the fire
reached her magazines, which exploded, and helimsrd@sappeared from view.

Buchanan’s successes that day included two majoshiyes
totally destroyed, several others damaged, 24@rsakilled and
many more wounded, including some Union soldiessaAesult,
the Union Navy was in a panic. Telegraph messages sent to
major northern ports warning them to block theirboas to
prevent the VIRGINIA from attacking them. Lincolntabinet
feared that the VIRGINIA would steam up the PotorRacer to
bombard the capital. Later that same day, the M@NRTarrived
in Hampton Roads in the proverbial nick of time.

Buchanan was carried ashore when the VIRGINIA retdrto port to receive medical
treatment; never again to command her. The next dag MONITOR and the

VIRGINIA, under the command of her executive offiteught to a draw. This encounter
between the first ironclads revealed a flaw in 8tewWallory’s hypothesis; i.e., an
‘ultimate weapon’ can only be decisive if the ote&te does not have it.

“At an early hour next morning (the 9th), upon theaurgent solicitations of the
surgeons, Lieutenant Minor and myself were veryuefantly taken on shore. In the
course of the day we were sent in a steamer tohthgpital at Norfolk”.

Weeks later, after learning the details of the VIRIA’s encounter with the MONITOR,
Buchanan told Secretary Mallory that had he beda &b confront the MONITOR in
battle, he would have attempted to board her dad to disable her turret by using iron
wedges to prevent rotation. Additional actions batemplated included throwing hand
grenades down the Union vessel’s hatches, therriogvieer hatches and ventilators with
tarpaulins in hopes of incapacitating, then capguithe MONITOR’s crew.

Following the VIRGINIA’s indecisive duel with the ®NITOR, 67-year-old Josiah
Tattnall, a Georgia native and another former USsyNaeteran, relieved Franklin
Buchanan as Flag Officer in charge of the JamesrR8quadron. Under Tattnall's
command, the VIRGINIA made several unsuccessfehgts to engage the MONITOR
again. Both sides claimed the other was avoidimthéu conflict. But the VIRGINIA’s
mere presence did prevent Union forces from imjtisdoving towards Richmond.
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Nevertheless, forty-five days after the Battle adinipton Roads ended, Confederate
forces were driven from their defense positionsTidewater, leaving Norfolk isolated
and Gosport untenable as a base for the VIRGINIAe $hipyard was once again set
afire. The VIRGINIA, short of coal, was not seavigyrit Any attempt to take her into the
Atlantic Ocean to escape to another southern pag simply not possible. Because of
her great draft, she could not transit the shallames River to reach Richmond and help
defend the city. Consequently, the VIRGINIA wastd®ged off Craney Island to prevent
capture. Her battle ensign was saved by a younghigchan.

At the time of the Confederate ironclad’s destruttia number
of her crewmembers had been changed out, includimey
commanding officer of her marine contingent. Hiplaeement
was Franklin Buchanan’s son-in-law, who, by thatej had been:
promoted to the rank of Captain in the Confederstt@rine | g

Corps. Meiere, depicted here, was a Maryland natiehad also,

resigned his United States Marine Corps’ commissidiB861.

After the Battle of Hampton Roads, no Southerneereagain doubted Franklin
Buchanan’s loyalty or bravery. As he lay in a htapbed, he drafted a lengthy report,
including commendations for many of the VIRGINIAGsew, whom he individually
named. His report was not finished and submittdugsuperiors until March 27, 1862.

“While in the act of closing this report | receivedhe communication of the
Department, dated 22d instant, relieving me tempdya of the command of the
squadron for the naval defense of James River. ¢lfdonored in being relieved by the
gallant Flag-Officer Tattnall. | regret that | am @t now in a condition to resume my
command, but trust that | shall soon be restoredhealth, when | shall be ready for
any duty assigned to me.”

Following the VIRGINIA’'s destruction, there was aulpic outcry in the South,
condemning Tattnall for not saving her. His loyatpd bravery was questioned in
newspaper articles that blithely ignored the resalibf
the situation he had faced. A court of inquiry fdun
him derelict in his duty. Incensed, Tattnall demeohd
a general court marshal in hopes of clearing hisena

Those proceedings, conducted by twelve officers in
the Confederate Navy, including Franklin Buchanan e
on the left, exonerated Josiah Tattnall, shownhen t |
right. Tattnall returned to Georgia to command thé,
defenses at Savannah. Ironically, in December o
1864, in the face of overwhelming Union forces, he
was forced to destroy the ironclad SAVANNAH to
prevent her capture before retreating inland.
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~ ADMIRAL BUCHANAN, CSN ~

It took Franklin Buchanan two months to recovenfrthe wound to his right thigh and
report back to duty. But he never had full usehsttleg again. He was promoted to
Admiral in August 1862; the only individual ever wld that rank in the Confederate
Navy. Several others in the Confederate Navy dalrathe lesser rank of Rear Admiral.

Buchanan was sent to command the Confederate maals defending Mobile Bay,

Alabama, as well as to oversee the constructiothefiron-clad CSS TENNESSEE,
whose hull was being built far inland in Selma, #deana. Her keel was laid in October of
1862, but due to the scarcity of materials and e&peed shipbuilders, her construction
time was lengthy. Towed to Mobile following her faalning ceremonies in February of
1863, she was not completed and commissionedaigéhr later.
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She was a smaller version of the VIRGINIA, clagslfas a casemate iron-clad steamer.
Designed and built to a set of standardized plaveldped by Steven Mallory’s staff, her
draft was fourteen feet. Her casemate armor wasrakinches thicker than the boiler
plate iron that had been used in her role modet BENNESSEE’s engines were
temperamental and could only propel her at a maxinofi six knots. Plus, her design
included what later proved to be a fatal flaw. Tdmains that controlled her rudder ran
exposed and unprotected atop of her main deckf dfie casemate.

Admiral Buchanan was kept busy for two years hegjpmestablish
defensive positions in and around Mobile Bay inapation of an
inevitable Union assault. His primary task was teate a naval
squadron. To accomplish this task, he had two woolells
constructed, then plated over with sheets of idam.existing tug
was also armored, but Buchanan considered her ltm@ and
unwieldy to be of use in battle.

A paddlewheel steamer was also being built in Atadbavhen he
arrived. Like TENNESSEE, this vessel required ipdates, naval
guns and seasoned manpower. All of which were antstupply. In
spite of such logistical problems, Buchanan madeym@ss in his
guest to create a naval force capable of deferidioigjle.

In addition, he had to work with army and civil laotities to develop the best possible
combined harbor defenses. Coordination was hampeyegdolitical personalities and
difficult logistical circumstances. One of the fdwight spots in these efforts was the
commanding officer of Mobile’s marine contingents kon-in-law, Julius Meiere.
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~ BAD NEWS FROM MARYLAND ~

Although correspondence with his family and friemasviaryland was difficult, it was
not impossible. Often, his wife sent letters to $as or Bermuda, which were then
smuggled through the Union blockade of Mobile. Bumid-1963, a letter from Franklin
Buchanan’s wife was delivered under a Union flagraete.

The letter was brief, and without much detail. Rest had burned to the ground. Little
had been saved. Although his family escaped witlhguty, all they had left were the
clothes on their backs. Buchanan was depressedudgdéws, and frustrated that he could
do little to help his family cope wit their loss.

The news throughout the Confederacy was not anterbefhe southern forces were
slowly but surely being overwhelmed by the supen@nufacturing capabilities of the
Union. Knowing that it was only a matter of timefdre a seaborne attack on Mobile
could be expected, Buchanan decided to move theNESSEE into a defensive position
in the lower part of Mobile Bay to augment shoredzhdefenses at the mouth of the bay.

But the water’s depth in one place, even at higle,tiwas only eight feet. The
TENNESSEE’s draft was thirteen feet. Buchanan hadanks built, which he called

‘sectional docks’ [Today they would be called pamts]. Lashed to the sides of the
warship after being filled with water, when theyres@oumped dry, the TENNESSEE’s
draft was decreased to seven feet and she was nmdedtie desired position.

~ THE BATTLE OF MOBILE BAY ~

Early on the morning of August 5, 1864, Buchananowad made the TENNESSEE his
flagship, was awakened with the news that the Urfleet was on the move and
approaching the entrance to the bay. Weighing an¢teopositioned his small squadron
to challenge a much superior force.

Union Admiral David _—..
Farragut had four iron clad=—=
monitors and 14 wooden
steamers. The lea
monitor soon struck a-
‘torpedo’ [mine] and was. _ N
sunk. The remaining LT =T Ve g
Union vessels fought their =2 =7 o 7 '
way past the forts, closed _.
the range and then opened
fire on Buchanan’s ships.
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One by one, Buchanan’s escorts were disabled. dgtaisaflagship, the wooden steamer
HARTFORD, attacked Buchanan’s vessel, but her shedit glanced harmlessly off the
TENNESSEE'’s casemate. Hoping to replicate his sscead the Battle of Hampton
Roads, Franklin Buchanan tried to ram the HARTFOBDt the Confederate ship was
too slow and ungainly to do so, despite severahgtts.

Undaunted, Buchanan steamed into the midst of leeng fleet. He ordered the captain
of the outgunned TENNESSE to go alongside the Ufiaagship and'...to not fire until
the vessels are in actual contacthe battle continued for almost four hours.

The TENNESSEE'S vigorousii " i il 1

fire damaged, but did not sin '!I]i, w BN W
the HARTFORD. In return, SEUSSEsEEEs TSRILL T
the iron clad was beingg® . FTLE i .
pounded from all sides byg
heavy weapons. Several of t
Union steamers ramme(
Buchanan’s flagship, but did&
more damage to their wooden =
bows than they did to the
Confederate iron clad.

But when the TENNESSEE's exposed rudder chains sleveaway, she was left unable
to maneuver. That allowed two of the Union morsttr get alongside the hapless iron
clad. At close range, their huge cannons were tabfgenetrate her armor. Unsatisfied
with the rate of return fire his gunners was ablgtoduce, Admiral Buchanan left his
ship’s armored pilot house to take personal chafgee fighting from the gun deck.

When a shell smashed into the TENNESSEE’s casemzde where Buchanan was
standing, he was hit by flying debris. He fell teetdeck, his good left leg broken in
multiple compound fractures. Buchanan called fer tlessel’'s captain, and sai@hey
have got me again. Do the best you can, sir, anehvatl is done, surrender”.

Under an unrelenting fire, with two killed and eigtounded, and with his vessel slowly
being pounded to pieces; the TENNESSEE's captamesdered shortly thereafter.
Buchanan refused any preferential treatment, osking to be treated kindly as a
prisoner of war. His only solace was that the Urfances were unable to capture Mobile.

His surgeon feared that the Admiral’'s leg mighténéo be amputated. When told that
Buchanan was to be taken to the US naval hospitRBlensacola, he asked to go along.
That request was readily granted by Admiral Farragho respected his foe. The former
Confederate ironclad was repaired. As the USS TESIBEE, she served in the Union

Navy until the end of the war. When she was scrdppel867, her cannons were

removed and placed on display at the WashingtoraNéard, where they remain today.
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~HOME IS THE SAILOR ~

At Pensacola, a Union Navy's fleet surgeon was rdeteed to save Buchanan’s
leg...and succeeded. In addition, he kindly served gs-between for Franklin and Ann
Catherine, keeping her informed of the progressef husband’s recovery. By mid-
November of 1864, Franklin Buchanan was well enotmyleave the hospital. He was
sent by steamer to Fort Lafayette, located on dlsstand in New York harbor. That
obsolete fortification had been turned into a preseof-war camp to sequester former US
Army and Navy officers that had fought for the Gaatéracy.

Ann Catherine was allowed to visit Her
husband, after not seeing him for almost
three and a half years. Franklin accepted
his situation as one of the fortunes of war.
Ann Catherine did not. She pleaded with
Union officials for mercy. President
Lincoln met with her and explained that an
exchange would be difficult, because the
Confederates did not hold a Union officer
of Buchanan’s high rank.

Admiral Farragut and General Grant spoke up in ffadfoexchanging Buchanan for a
large number of Union sailors. Some in the Nordadreed, fearing that Buchanan might
make further contributions to the Southern causepatriated. The Navy secretary who
had refused Buchanan’s request to withdraw hignesion in 1862 soon authorized the
exchange. He assumed that a man sixty-four yedrthat could only hobble with the use
of two canes was little threat in a war that wa® abviously winding down.

Returned to Richmond in March of 1865, Franklin Baxcan was dispatched to Mobile to
try and help prevent that city’s capture. By thadihe arrived there in early April, the
war was over. After accepting a parole from thdarious Yankees, Franklin Buchanan
returned to Maryland’s Eastern Shore and was rednitith his family. But his beloved

home was just charred remains and his family wasdiwith friends.

A few years later, Buchanan buil#
a new ‘Rest’, shown on the righi@
that was smaller than itg

predecessor and more of the styjei
of a town house than a plantatiof
mansion. But the view of the
Miles River remained unchanged
and the Buchanans enjoyed a quiet™
life there until 1868. A
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~ CITIZEN BUCHANAN ~

At age sixty-eight, Franklin Buchanan respondedrother call for duty. In September
of 1868, he was named President of the MarylandcAtjural College, forerunner of the

University of Maryland. During the Civil War, thel®ol had been called a bastion of
southern sympathy. When the war ended, the schaslstruggling to survive. Upon his

arrival there, Buchanan found there were only ada#tudents and four professors.

Franklin Buchanan slashed tuition and soon attdacearly a
hundred new students. He also introduced a seinseder
and hierarchy. When two professors refused to vollus
directives, he fired them. Following their appea#ts the
institution’s trustees, one firing was sustainede tother
reversed. Disappointed, Buchanan resigned and vameeé.

The financial needs of his family caused him tokskegther
employment. In January of 1870, he returned to Mobi
Alabama and became secretary and state managiefaife
Association of America. Living there alone, and failing
health, he returned for good to Maryland in Jun&&1.

For the next few years he seldom left the ResAgdril, 1874, he caught cold which led

to pneumonia. His beloved Ann Catherine and twaatscwere at his bedside when he
passed away on May 11, 1874, a few months shysof4fi birthday. Three days later, he
was interred in his wife’s family cemetery, locasetew miles from the Rest.

This battle-scarred flag covered his coffin. It we
reported in accounts of his funeral as being tRES
battle ensign that flew over the CSS VIRGINI AR '

The two iron cannon balls that he
brought home from Mexico, which he
kept from being stolen in 1861, were
placed at the foot of his grave,
flanking a footstone. They are still
there. Ann Catherine was buried
alongside him in 1892. Three of their
children were also laid to rest nearby.
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~ FRANKLIN BUCHANAN REMEMBERED ~

When a new Superintendent’s residence at the
Naval Academy was constructed in 1906, the
Navy saw fit to name it Buchanan House in
honor of that institution’'s first leader.
Renovated several times over the past 100-
plus years, it still serves as the quarters
every Superintendent. The street that provid
public entrance to the institution is name
Buchanan Street, and the academy’s mail
address is 101 Buchanan Street.

Franklin Buchanan was further more honored by béegnthe namesake fothree
United States Navy destroyers. Of all the honorstdweed on him, this undoubtedly
would have been those most appreciated by him.

The first, DD-131, was completed in
1919. One of the ‘four-stackers’
transferred to the Royal Navy in
1940, she was renamed HMS
CAMPBELTOWN and was the
central figure in one of Great
Britain's most audacious and
successful military operations during
- World War 1l Her saga,
reminiscent of Franklin Buchanan’s
own brand of exploits, is a classic
sea story that is often told and retold.

The second destroyer named in honor of FranklirhBoan
was the USS BUCHANAN (DD-484). She was christen
on November 22, 1941 by Miss Hildreth Meier
Buchanan’s great-granddaughter and the granddaughte
Julius Meiere. She also created this oil paintingpich
closely resembles one done in 1826. Her painting
subsequently presented to the crew at commissioning

Hildreth Meiere was a noted artist. Her numero
commissions included murals for the liners AMERIGAd
UNITED STATES. Both of these famous vessels weli# b
by Newport New Shipbuilding within sight of the ki®on
where her great-grandfather sank the CUMBERLAND.
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DD-484 headed to the Pacific in May of 1942, whele remained for the duration of
World War Il. She participated in several majortleat and in 1944 destroyed a Japanese
submarine. The BUCHANAN received a Presidentialt\Citation and also amassed
sixteen battle stars for her wartime service.

She was one of the numerous American naval vessels: .
that entered Tokyo Bay on August 29, 1945. Thetr I
BUCHANAN was used to transport General
McArthur, other high-ranking military personnel and
several allied civilian dignitaries from Yokohama =¥
the MISSOURI. The SUSQUEHANNA's 31-star flag}: |
was also delivered by DD-484 to the MISSOURI. ||

The second BUCHANAN then returned to the Un|t ) I
States and was decommissioned in Charleston, S M 1
Carolina. Reactivated in 1948, she was turned twvef |,
the Turkish Navy and renamed TCG GELIBOLU (C
346). She served until 1976, when she was scrapp eSS
In 1958, the third vessel honoring Franklin Buchanas ordered. Designated DDG-14,
she was the first of three destroyers of her dlagswere named in honor of Confederate
naval officers. The others were Rear Admiral Rap&semmes and Commodore Josiah
Tattnall. All three of these CSN officers had pomasly served in the United States Navy,
and they all had once commanded the Confederaagied River Squadron.

DDG-14 was christened on May 11, 1966ighty six years to the day of Franklin
Buchanan’s death. Nancy Hardcastle Fisher, a gmestddaughter of Franklin Buchanan
served as sponsor. Her matron of honor was herhiaugBoth ladies were natives of
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. An American flag drapesl peak of the bow of the newest
USS BUCHANAN as she slid down the ways. A Confetiebattle flag hung below it.

Armed with guided missiles as well
as conventional weaponry, the USS
BUCHANAN  (DDG-14) was
commissioned on February 7, 1962;
within a few days of the hundredth
anniversary of the commissioning of
CSS VIRGINIA. The third USS
BUCHANAN took part in the
dedication ceremonies for the
ARIZONA Memorial shortly after
being commissioned. During the Viet Nam War, shelaleed several times to provide
gunfire support for American forces ashore. DDGwias twice hit by enemy gunfire.
The second time, she suffered one killed and sexemded.
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In the late 1980’s, she deployed to the North AaabSea and participated in naval
support operations during the Iran/lraq War, ingigdescorting neutral county’s tankers
through the Straits of Hormuz. After almost two a#es of service, DDG-14 was
decommissioned in late 1991 and later performeddstrservice to the nation when she
was sunk as a target vessel off Hawaii in the sunah2000.

l‘ Franklin Buchanan is;
; also still remembered

——

in Alabama. At the
= Mobile Museum, his
"'"-'! “ bust is included in a
' permanent exhibit that
2 tells the story of The
Battle of Mobile Bay.
His home in Maryland,
“The Rest”, no longer
| exists, but its site is
‘H . % marked by this plaque.

RifH BF:

'THE IEST

~ POSTSCRIPT ~

| became interested in learning more about FranBlichanan after recently reading
some articles commemorating the T5@nniversary of The Battle of Hampton Roads.
While they properly referred to the Confederacytstfiron clad as the VIRGINIA and
not the MERRIMACK, they all incorrectly identifiesBluchanan as her captain.

These and other contemporary articles about ThgeBzftHampton Roads provided little
information about Franklin Buchanan, just hintirigother equally interesting aspects of
his life. So | sought ‘the rest of the story’ ofighmaval officer who had a major role in
two Civil War naval battles...and was seriously woethdn both. Initially, | was
impressed by what Franklin Buchanan, a nearly fitego American warrior had
accomplished and stood for in, what at times weeenost difficult of circumstances.

As | researched, | pondered what might have traedpf Franklin Buchanan had not
resigned from the Union Navy, or, if he had notrb@munded on the first day of the
Battle in Hampton Roads. Neither change in histmquld likely have altered the
eventual outcome of the Civil War. But it is intnigg to speculate about such things.

Part of my interest in learning more about Buchawas because some of my ancestors
once resided near to the Washington Navy Yard. Myatggrandmother, twelve in 1861,
and her parents lived close enough that my grestgrandfather walked to work at the
navy yard. Previously a sailor in the US Navy, hesvemployed in the manufacture of
munitions before the Civil War began and also thlmwut the war. So, it is certainly
possible that he may have come into contact wigmidm Buchanan. I like to think so.
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The following early 28 century photo, looking up"8Street in Southeast DC indicates
[A] where my ancestors resided in 18B] the Marine Barracks an¢iC] the
Commandant’s residence; to the left of the latéttel-indicator and behind the navy
yard’s main gate. A few years ago, | toured thagmsorhood. All of the structures
indicated are still standing, albeit modernized] are being put to good use. The house
where my relatives lived is now the neighborhodud&orical society.
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Back to Franklin Buchanan's story. When | delvew imformation about him on the
Internet; it became apparent that many detailspsiies and coincidences, as well as
ironies associated with his life have been miscoest over time. So | endeavored to
separate fact from fiction, and present a fulled arore accurate account of his life and
service than can be found on the Internet. In lpacause | found, along with many other
inaccuraciesfive different birth dates recorded for him in what htigptherwise be
considered reputable sources. At least they atlibpe the same year; i.e., 1800!

| naturally elected to use the date of bir|
that's engraved on his tombstone. T
inscription at the bottom, albeit hard t
ascertain after decades of exposure to
elements, reads as follows:

THE MEMORY OF THE
JUST IS BLESSED.

FAITH’S JOURNEY ENDS IN
REFUGE TO THE WEARY.

THE STRIFE IS O’ER.

THE BATTLE WON.

Nothing more need be said. Not by me,
certainly.
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