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for fourteen years. He is a prosperous and well-
to-do farmer, and is worthy the respect and esteem
shown him by the entire community.

Hon. T. E. Stanley, attorney at law, Augusta,
Ark. Every life has a history of its own, and, al-
though in appearance it may seem to possess lit-
tle to distinguish it from others, yet the political
career and experience of Mr. Stanley, as well as
his popularity in his profession, have contributed
to give him a wide and popular acquaintance with
nearly every individual of Woodruff County and
throughout the State, if not personally, then by
name. Mr. Stanley was born in Lawrence County,
Ala., on October 15, 1844, and is a son of Joseph
H. and Maria L. (Hill) Stanley, the former & na-
tive of North Carolina and the latter of Virginia,
and both of Scotch origin. The father was a
planter and immigrated from North Carolina to
Alabama in about 1823. He died in Courtland,
that State, in 1852, and his wife died in 1871. The
paternal grandfather, Jonathan Stanley, was killed
near Corinth, Miss., by a robber. Hon. T. E. Stan-
ley is the only one living of three children born to
his parents. He was reared and educated in his
native State, and there remained until the break-
ing out of the war when, in June, 1861, he enlisted
in the Sixteenth Alabama Infantry, and served
until May, 1865. Previous to the war he attended
school at La Grange Military Academy, and was
but sixteen years of age when he enlisted. Al-
though he entered the army as a private he left the
ranks as alieutenant. On the retreat from Corinth
in May, 1862, he was wounded by a gunshot
through the left hand, was wounded the second
time at Murfreesboro in the hip, and received a
third wound at Chickamauga, where his right foot
was almost crushed to pieces. He was a boy of
great nerve and will-power, hardly knew what it
was to fear, and his career as a soldier is one of
honor and renown. He was in all the principal
engagements of the Western army, and at the
close of the war he returned home, where he fol-
lowed agricultural pursuits until 1869. In 1870
he entered Cumberland University, at Lebanon,
Tenn., and after passing a strict examination,
graduated from the Law Department in 1872. The

same year he came to Augusta, opened an office,
and in 1876 was elected to the legislature, serv-
ing three consecutive terms. He was also a dele-
gate to the Cincinnati convention which nominated
Hancock and English, and was brought into the
race before the Democratic convention for Governor
in 1882. He is & prominent man and a bright
ornament to the legal profession. He is the owner
of about 1,400 acres of land in Woodruff County,
with about 900 acres under cultivation; also own-
ing some real estate in Alabama. Mr. Stanley was
married in May, 1873, to Miss Laura McCurdy, a
native of Augusta, Ark., and the fruits of this
union have been three living children: Louise,
Thomas E., Jr., and Joseph H.

Capt. James A. Stoker, pre-eminent among the
farmers of Barnes Township, was born in Stanly
County, N. C., in 1831, and is the son of David H.
and Sarah (Coleman) Stoker. Mr. Stoker and wife
were natives of North Carolina, where he spent his
life, and was killed in that State in 1864. He was
a wealthy farmer, sheriff for fourteen years, and
captain of State militia for a number of years. He
organized a regiment for the Mexican War, but was
not actively engaged in it himself. He was a son
of Allen Stoker, who was born in Rowan County,
and died in Davie County, same State, a farmer, as
well as a soldier in one of the early wars. His
father was & native of the ‘‘ Emerald Isle.”” Mrs.
Allen Stoker was a sister of Wade Hampton (Sen-
ator), thus making Capt. James Stoker a cousin of
Senator Wade Hampton, United States senator from
South Carolina. Grandfather Coleman was a farmer
of Irish descent, and died in Stanly County, N. C.
Mrs. Stoker, mother of James A. (Captain), died
in Sebastian County, Ark., in 1868, a devoted mem-
ber of the Baptist Church. Capt. James A. was
the first in a family of five children, and was edu-
cated in the common schools of his native State.
At the age of eighteen he went to Texas, but in
1849 took passage on a steamer at New York for
California, here spending four years as an employe
in the mines of that State. He then returned to
North Carolina, and in 1853 was united in marriage
with Frances, daughter of Akrela and Lucinda
Griffin, of North Carolina. To this union five chil-
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